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PREFACE. 



On the first of May, 1818, Mr. Longchamps and myself 
. embarked for Buenos Ayres, with the intention of pro- 
ceeding thence either to Chili or to Paraguay. The 
object of oar voyage was to collect some fresh materials 
..、 for the natural history of those countries an employment 
for which our acquaintance with medicine had given us 
some facilities. As soon as we reached Buenos Ayres, 
after a passage of only sixty days, we made the necessary 
inquiries respecting the countries which we had proposed 
to visit, and, at last, selected Paraguay as being the place 
least known, and being then more settled than any other 
of the provinces. Although, at that time. Doctor Francia 
had been at the head of affairs for many- years, in Para- 
guay, yet, not the most distant information respecting his 
government appeared to have reached Buenos Ayres ； it 
was generally supposed that the province was in a state 
of profound tranquillity. On the third of August we 
again embarked, and ascended the Parana as far as 
Corricntes, a town standing on the left bank of that river, 

a 
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near the place of its junction with the river Paraguay. 
During this voyage, which lasted seven T^eeks, we had an 
opportunity of tracing the ruinous effects of Artigas's 
government. One of his lieutenants, who wtt き at the 
head of a body of troops, consisting entirely lof "Indians 
from the destroyed missitos of Entre Rios, waft then in 
command ti Corrientes. His: depredations, which were 
particularly injurious to the trade of Paraguay, inter- 
rupted all intercourse with the latter country; and it 
was not until eight months afterwards, when the Indians 
withdrew, that the communications were rei^tored. We 
were but tod happy to be able to leave a plaee, where 
the most complete anarchy prevailed. Here, likewise, 
as . well as at Buenbs Ayree, no one knew any thing of 
Doctor Frahcia; unless it was, that he bad established 
the gi せ litest order in his country, to which several famihes 
had fled as a place of refuge, frma the persecutions of 
Artigas. We proceeded up the Paraguay, and arrived 
at Assumption on the 30th of July, '1819. W« were 
struck with afitonishment,' when the individuals to whom 
we had letters, recommended tts to observe the utmost 
circumspection in every part of our conduct, without 
making^ any further explanation. Fortunately, an Eng- 
lish physician. Doctor Parlet, apprised ns of the character 
of Francia, and^^Ole nature of his government ； and we 
found his inforamtion of use to us in our VBry first inter- 
view wiA the Dictator. However, all that had been 
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oommitted by Doctor Fraacia, up to that time, was 
only a prelude to the grand spectacle, of which we were 
the forced witnesseB for six years. The history of oar 
vesiden^ie at Paraguay, and ' the manner in which we 
W€re 'eii9(>ioyed there, form the subjects of the present 
work, and of aDotJi^r on jth^ natural history of that 
country* It will be suffiment then to state here, that 
it pleased the Dictat<^, ia the mouth of . May, 1826^ to 
grant us leave to depart in a vasfiQl whiiefa was boond 
for Buenos Ayres, md .that we availed ourselyen of that 
permittdoD. . 

We Imd scarcely g9t htyoad the frontier of Paraguay, 
whea we were aasiuled with ioquirie^ eoppemkig Doetor 
Fmneia* Such .wa» tbe,. comf^tte. igaontooe about hhn, 
whioh prevailed «ven at Um, yery.fiDtmnce of bi» proTinee ！ 
Agf^n, at Baenos Ayres^wb^re wo stoyod several months ； 
ibeiir.at Bcazil, wher 癸 we were, obliged to pat ia for 
Bepairs; and lastly in . Europe^ we bad reason to be 
satisfied, tfatKt the Sictotor of Paraguay. wa6 an ol^eet 
of equal curiosity. Every, body, appealed io fom a notkm 
Qf his own fta .to the oharacterv.of Franeisw acconiiQg as 
reUance waft plaoed oa the false and contr^vdifitoiy . stories 
pf travellers^ who bad yi«i(ed Uk^ South Amefican coast. 
By scnne h© was look^ .upoa as a pbiloaopbor* who, being 
auious to secure his fellow«oo«iUry 嚼 nf from the miseries 
of revolutioQ, and to introdiu^e civUiaation amongst them, 
had resolved upon keeping them isolated from the t^i of 
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worid; whitel^vother states were tt» prey of cml vfm' 
Q^b^rsi I agam . if^apdcid him as am usurper, whose object 
1^ to «iggf tindize^ iiidnelf bj the i rain of his ccniiitrj^ 
-A. ' ithitA ' party, : st^amtfabetrng ihti ' rfvur&l of : a ceitam 
i<ri%»^as order i& ； £iifop^» Ihe name of wbiish i9'iiis€fSft«> 
f^iAe > fixrao ithat /of . .Paraguajr) tbomght tliat'they «a\rt io 
'Eimilnii an, cigent 'd?/ the )Ae8iiiiis ； "wkilst tibfi) eiieoMs 
01 mdepeadeottei ftn> South ' ！ Ajittienca > lw«re Ifricpaaedb ^rilw 
ptmpe/cA: ioiu&ndihg;. in lh6>]>ioti|tory la stipf^wt^ri 6i(itlie 
fallen pomets^ m\io iwi^ulli reireniger&tolwrcMiigsr^; • n ； . . • ( ) i, 
Im orvAear. to /eoabM 意 he jraUifirjto aptpr^iote ,tbfi)Hia- 
tmietf of this ； 鴯) qite"oiili (jxmota»^otwefi hatel Ttaol^ed 
upon jprmitotw^ JfhisT p^tbffof i louif xtf wirel^ ia いお 一 acfitlgite 
{mxh i ' Ai^^ghjol' ^mxd>' iforvard > ai^ rthe ectttor^ tlbink 
it prfOp^r tor /tibat t dhergn^teDi jMunfe ;of . the' ^aoto/hftve 

kt mtk:fmr iBvilaaliiirinty ^thi^l the tlaivatf is. gwaa 1 4ci 
th0，iKkidiL 、 Perhaps ithe,bes""cttd[ty 、盲 mbb we ceKftitxffisr 
fef^tbe tatnth of this pic^iu re^ f is eimffy, rtbef jitaftewQiit, 4liat 
kimigilijb have'tsoBli m^aav heads to ！ hayi^ toteseli^^a 
to be 'd^ek«di flks マ 4o the • charaotof r of i DooifcQr > Sraoom; 
ThjiMi it ift,itiMli tbe imfnilBe of sdf^mdewaLiioii .MrUl oblige 
the traveHovwho '— see iiato^ the - wilds ^ • vtsl .cootiitetttsi 
to study, m&i tfaoilgii ' ony i^ei '.bci'a laliilttraliel^ i tbi^ 
habits «f the tyger or th&. jagfaitf • ' • ノ ' ， 

«： The history of 'Paragm^^ frotai Ha tmiquetit to the 
perM of ite libcjkcitio% hte bdea nmtten mtb • (snfteioDt 
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aeorumcy by several authors j tlm ， wBtd '、 «motltto - »a«to 
ま b me'' not t ひ" siipf>ved き mteKiife ，hielr wil い 4MtV€!， 
btteaffisr^- ior > the \ irontitoustion «f > its) ^aoihenti^ «h]¥«te. 
Attiooremctte 6ra い]) erbai]^s"di& tspiiUics of^Soi^vAlml^ 

and/ ハ be veiiabled3 tx>i:«sriaci9f;)"jei.M talhtiory^diifloianie 
iterj jgoyemtnttita v^of Jhm^e^^'tWhen 'ま 糞'' sh き 4^ 
|dac^ t3ie^ ？ rorlci f not^ lUubt; ; ourims toi'tiub 侈， til も 

the circomstanpeB' iwfaaoh^ atonded' - dmf > pTDgveffiua "パ '"， 
MHenod, tbenyilfife mpeartftnee of Pktagtiay i きわね be 
bstikutted ん' b;^ ' its/vpnewrt^ ><«qdi4ion ぶリ to/ 議 ueh; as^ ' hy ^VML 
ingkepr)^ slate < td',^»ttcliM'«it owU お; i^'cM pi^ttbility , < (- 

Ikiotidfii > of ' its" pmeM^ot り foi^ ん i|>fHgUvevMkeM ^wjtt' rlif^ 
fokwe か by 4he ifieo^erdtioi^t ^iiShms^M^j m.^ tbe ^Gm き 
IMar»l)bft'— of ftir^te 'き Pi«Ua^^ f ifiikuilnre' wbdcb ^ i<r k 
kiitited つ tfv' adopt, 'notniesa つ liy i 氣 neient iecoUtotiotifii^ 
書 ' 1^ i»Mml> i^itdil[Hffk; irnd : A き iceui^^ of'ttai lii^enit 
Oat' ぜ'' ftom"1^pier"P0ra''b3ra':Jva9t:d6aer ち on t&e on» 
iKmd^ & ^d>' th^(otlu9l^' iaflaeaced' by an old' feeling of 
fiHtlbnal' halt^^ ofgakiqt iBraKiI,' Paraguajr iimst bef itidji^ 

ieUlQl)4t uritt (gao»<prl»pe^iiig fayifrceiloH] o£ trade, 4iid thd 
progress of civilization. Aitlfpi] ゆ iHsopoj^pUtidn bears nb 
ま ^ ^ntgoitioQ-no 'tbe) e^anrti o£'lts iterjritory^ alUI it 
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ゆ 6 proviocdfi^ wbich acknowledged f<Nrmerly the autho- 
rity, of the Viceroy of Buenos Ayres* With a salu* 
Inioas climate and fertUe soil, Paragaay .has also 
immaose £;>nest8^ which y^ield spontaaerasfy r tmo my 
valuable obj^ts q{ exportatipn— the herb cf' Pjmigia^, 
lAd timl^er. for buildiiAg. Wihen .the popubtioo of 
South America shall experieace t&at n^uful gipwtii, 
w^icb I^«£i been, hitjier<ja la^Mered l^y vicioii9 iostitu^iiB; 
and when its foreigA ^mmtkms sihall •'be-muUiplM— 
then will thi^ pnoiriQce attain, fresh imfKiitenee, bft， 
cwungr iu coasequei|ce of tb 舞 coQYe»i(|A^ ^ its mers^ 
Ctbe Parana, the Pa^figus^y, %nd. the Vormi^)^ tbe 
centre of comp^erce with Matogroso* aitd Upper Bmu 
All these advantages wUI gw^ to. Piiragaay a leadkig 
rank iumosftr t)^ JWog si^^ .of ^oujtb Amei^ka— 
May ttiey^: in,, their turo, be taMigbt from the exjten 
rieoce, of ber . p^Ulbjrtuads, ta. appreciate tbe fraito of 
Dicjtator^ips and PresidenciaB for life ！ » 

l^be ifci^Br may be surprised to fii^d. io this, narr^tiye 
scarcely any thing to consist with the accounts wbich 
have been circulated respectii^g Paraguay. Di^tQt 
Fraocia was represented in th$ public journals of the 
Coot^nenty governing in th^ name of the Dow- 
ager Qu^ei^ of PoiTt^g^I. It was then s&id» that 
overtuc^ wei[^ made by the Emperor Don Pedro to 
iixe Dictsiitor, to effect the unioa of Par^a^y with 
Brazil, whilst the latter was stated to be negotiating 
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with the court of Majdrid, and to have bad his com- 
raisBicmere in that capital. Lastly, there appeared a 
gentleman of. Uie name of Le Fort, Mart}ms of Gna- 
ranis/ and Oenerldissinio of the army PeragU6iy> ia 
whose favour, it was said, Fnuida itbdicefled the ^よ 
ず eramen ち tmnsferring the rei|ps of power to the hmdB 
gf <S«Detsftl Z^idfts, provisionaHy, until the return 、<tf 
Le Pdrt, - and be himself retiring to Villa del P^ar. 
But^ all of a suddea, Ftftnda tippears at the head of 
afiokifs ； proctenus the independence of Paraguay, caHing 
together and drfec^vag h congresd from provinces, somet 
p{ wbkh b^ong Uf Upper Peru; and others to tbe 
Confederation of Rio ^ la Hata; and hstly, he iH 
teen dieciarmg wat ^ agttiobt Brazil. 

It was somewhat surprifiittg to find such fVeqaeiit com- 
mmiicatioiis proceedil^ (Ma a country winch mns m^o- 
riously sealed agaiilst all intercourse especially when 'if 
was known that at Bn^nod Ayres, whose inhabitftnts wete 
80 pecdliariy interested in those changes, n ひ infonrntt^on 
of the sort had been even heard of, and that the JEngKfilr 
Journals were in the Uke state of profound ignorance. 
But, * without entering into any further reasons, it is 
eacmgh to state! th&t the whole of this pretended news 
is a tissue of falsehood. Every one of the names made 
use of, IS fabricated. There never were known, at 
Paraguay, sncb a person as Le Fort or a Marquis ttf 
Gaamtiis ； still less a Bernardino Zapidas, or a Galieien 
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Abendano, who was said to have been shot in the 
eourse of the insurrection : and with respect to the 
brother and brother-in-law of the Dibtator, who had, 
according to the above account, retired with him to 
Villa del Pilar, the first is in a state of mental alien- 
ation, and the other is in chains. But it is a fact, that 
there was a person at Madrid, under the name of Le Fort, 
Marquis of Gu^iifeiitsJ A prA,^dk(3 4^nt of Doctor 
Francia. Is it not probable that this individual might 
have been the inventor of tbe elaborate imposition, 
for the purpose of gaining credit to his mission ？ I 
have been assured that he was, at first, well received 

t^c^^f^b^ ']V^ >l>Use5i|)^|ti(yi break tolTrhia negiMoaftioDa -mi 

sej^H ^afj^ty; ,ip5 (Hi^. ,^ ■： 'い. 'ゆ， 

. AcciQ^^g >lo tbf^ Mtestf'lettem jwtuoh I received fironl 
Buenos Ayres, I have reason to tnink that Paraguay ia 
syti は ih& sam condJitioii as^ ！ v^be&a m left it に IFhe 
ilfi^f^cpifi^e betiv^n those two oouotri^s- is now in^e 4iffi^ 
0|：4 お tjbum. before \ am) even the vessel brought us 

ftc^ iV^^^P^^ i wag not* penniU^d to return to « Aat 
:'•''、 

パ n; リ iq J. R. RENGGER, Doctor. 

广 f 、 .* 'や • 1 p • , ' / / -, » » • I > 1 • » I • ■ 

16fh March, 1827. 
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fr • ヶ ^ if.r* ： f • ： • リ' 'ノ' 

' 'In order Aat t*«^'Te«ie!»"itaay"l)el«56r ^tk!6M«id' tKd 
i^ents which I am alwMit tdireUti, *}* itiay he trscfct to 
premise some general remarks on t&at part ' of -Soiith' 
Amei^iea whicH ftas' been 化 も theatre of t(hW、 ^ro- 
eeeditigs ン、' '-' •'• し ' ゾ ' -'' '； . '、'八'' "'""にリ 

The ancient juriadidtton of tlie 'Vicer^oj^ of ' Btierid^ 
Ayrfes comprised nearly tbe whote of the tferritory Whicfi 
ties between the ftftjnsijtth degree of longitude, according 
ta the meridian of Purig, afid the base of tbe Andes— and 
between the sixteenth degree of south latitude, and the 
Straits cf Magellan. It d わ nsisted of the large ^provinces 
of Upper Peru, Tucuman, Cuyo, Buenos Ayres, Baada 
Oriental, and Paraguay. With respect to Patdgonia, 
the Pampas, and Great Chaco, which were also included 
in the above jurisdiction ~ those countries were inhabited 
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by savage Indians only. Each of these provinees, with 
the exception of Buenos Ayres, where the Viceroy resided, 
had its affairs administered by a governor appointed 
by the latter. The province of Banda Oriental, which, 
by its vicinity to Paraguay, is worthy of particular 
notice, was, itself, subdivided into two territories, one of 
which, being situated on the left bank of the Uruguay^ 
formed the country of Banda Oriental, properly so called. 
The other divisicm received the name of Entre lUos, in 
OQBseqaence of its beuig comprised between the Uruguay 
and the Parana. In fact, Paraguay is a sort of peain* 
sola or delta, formed by the course of the Pan^na and the 
Paraguay, from the poinjb of their oonflMence 才。 the tweoty- 
fifUudegree of south latitude. The tres^y of ^t. Ilde- 
fonsoy concluded between Spain and Portugal in 1777, 
it is true, fixed this boundary at four degrees more to the 
north* But the Pottogueae oontdyed, by delays^ to elude 
the esecmifcioa of the treaty; and ever sinde tbay have 
maintained the portion of territory which they お ad ori^ 
ginally asorped* * 

The province of Paraguay is now composed of Paraguay, 
pioperly so called, — the extent of which is calculated at 
ten thousand square leagues,— and, since the expulsion of 
the Jesuits, of the inoonsiderable district that lies between 
the Para&ft and the Uruguay, where a part of the mUsicms 
of this order bad been established. 

The popalatioQ of Paraguay is small compared with 
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its size. I cannot speak, positively oif this pointy for 
the state of the country, and the jealous chanuMier of the 
Dictator, pMvented me from making the necessary i& - 
quiriea. But, as fiur as I have learned, the popiriatioil 
does not appear to exceed two kundrecfihououd souls : 
it was BOt half that numoer in 1786, wiiea a oensus 
was made : and> dince that epoch, parlieulariy since tbe 
revolutiim, Paraguay has never been in % eomditiw tsu^ 
▼Durable to the mukipUcatioii ひ of its inhabitants. The 
government itself ia ignorant upon the subjool, and 
ewkavours to give exaggerated accounts : but making 
the oompntation aceovding to^ the ！ number of eflfedm 
mm which it can^ count xipoa; mill find tbvt the 
gross population does not esiekei the amoimt abore 
stated. 

ThAs population consists of whites, bbcks, and a 'mixed 
race. The first dasa, eoampmiag^ eigbt hbndted 8paiii«i48» 
the remainder being Creoles, Arms the sevcm^teiitfas of 
the population. The Indianft oompeae another tenth. 
The mixed race and the blacks make up the otbar two 
tenths* The Crecdcs, who are gjenorally the de^en&ntft 
of the first conquerors of America from their maniages 
wilh Indian women, pieserred for a loog tkm^th^ tiaits 
of the Indian ehavaoter ； bu ち in oonseqtietice ^ orois 
of the Spanish race, all traces of diat origisR ftseieffiiced : 
they have even lost all reooUeetkm of it^ and tfatt ao 
oompleteljy to sedc to deprive the mongrel^ ia the first 
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d«giM> of duMer civil rights^ which they tbemselTes' en ュ 
j<^dd^ long. Aa to the Indians, ~ though free, they are 
ioitigiUe to any c^Siie, except over tMir own eotony. 
Tkt iwix»i '-mam eimmt of mongreks, who are still le- 
o«gai8ed-«iM«ttch j of mulattos, properly so called ；、 and 
of A ibiittiire <tf ludito and bkck. I& time latler cImbo 
rcMd {folios 'ike * eosuditiM • of the mother^ and is 

. jlltiiofligh the mm ^ eokm are, in & great nftetme, 
fmty Am^ lutve hmm alirays suppMed -unfii f(» ofioe: 
wdj DotiollwtaariMif . 4lui^ mkwm ot tkm, mmc^ tbe imo- 
krtMm^ htve been fulniilted ta affii% tbe ancient 4S]MDUib 
pUpiHiioe i» aoUJte toarjliwg tigiiaM ；， them. Tbe Uaflks, 
wiHstbsr fiteM slavas^ ao&Tery few ia Parftguay. 

. Tbe fwdMi«Hi in Bitwos Ayrefi, aa in the rest o£ - 
iiiih ' AoMiiw, toA tbe owme of tike iwolation the 
laeHiwr t^oimlfy. The ioAeUigwee of the abdkatioB 0f 

m favour ^ his aoa, on the ISib fehrimty> 
18Q6, gipiplml BttOBOA Aym in th« b^mning «f Attgo^t 
faltontlng. Aifow day t'«ft0nN»*dcH^tbe Idtb^ ~ aa 咖 inwy 
frm Nupokm pgom^od biaiMtf with dispwlebee 4ma 
tke new governmtn^ of •Spttki; ikr waa oUigid to' n« 
iaijbftfk ifiitmtljr iy ofdMr <i£ tlie Vimtoj, Limm ； md 
on dve Slat, HMfchr «£ tdle^paoM to FerdioMd Hm 
Vil. .wm "tftkHu A tenii 瞧 ny begui to wniftat itMif 

lAodel of ibat of fliwiih ； but the'Vi6ewy m» Mb to 
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suppress tliese symptoins every where, eseept at MmI» 
Video* There the governor £lio distrasting, or aftcAtog 
to distrust, Liniers, who was of French «xtiMtioa favdomi,' 
this innovation. In 1809, the centml janla of* 8«vHfe 
d^osed Liniere, and reploeed bim by Cianeros^ The 
latter, having asoeiiained in 1809 、 樣 ttt Ihe #hdh 
Spain, except Cadiz, was in the eccnpatioti bf お 
French armies, beoame idtogether ooaftmiukd^ and ianuMl 
a proelftmation on the 194h of May, in wUeh, after 
describing . tke caUonttiei of Miller ootMif, hb 
proposes a phantom of ntikmtd reprefiantatioo. Hm 
mttiitei{Htlity of Baenoi Ayras, aHlunigli eonmling, ftr 
the most part, of SpaniMds, hDmeikiitdy caHed a gmml 
aasembly of the cHiwns of tbst pl«ee, wUeb, cm th き 
26th of Mfty, deposed the Viceroy and eiib«tit«l6d> in 
hiB stead, a junta of nine pertons, ~ «U Craotw; TUr 
— lA» Mtiag in the nme of Ferdinand VII., reiolined- 
to Ihm kielf adcnowledged througlumt tiM jorisdMUmi 
of お late Viocroy : And than rose tluU; itfoggle, be- 
twmm tlM Americaiis who fttfoured the junto; and ibe 

tmaimi tedf into a war of ndtpendeMt* 

%e MMilt of tlttt mwt bm Imb» wA the ex 一 
ccftaon " Upper Pmiy of Bands OdfaUd, mnd l^ra- 
gM9, Ike tanritory owr wfaiek ibe ancivrt VioMoy of 
Bttttm AjMHk piettdedy k sow bocome Iksf GmfWrnition 
of the Rie <k ia Plata. Tfae wiiob of Upper Peru is 
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now a federal state under the title of Bolivia^ ~ derived 
from the name of the Liberator : Banda Oriental, now 
the province of Cis-Platina, is the subject of contentioa 
between the Emperor Don Pedro and Bueuos Ayres. 
In effect, Paraguay forms a very peculiar state, the 
history of wliich I am now about to trace. 
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FIRST PART. 

I 

CHAPTER I, 

Belgrano marches upon Assumption 一 He is worsted-^The 
Creoles are inspired with a taste for the Principles of 
Liberty whtch are spread amongst them, and Depose 
their Governor. 

In the course of the month of October, 1810, 
the junta of Buenos Ayres, having resolved upon 
setting aside the governor of Paraguay, and vin- 
dicating their authority in that province, dis- 
patched thither a thousand men, under the com- 
mand of Manuel Belgrano. But the inhabitants 
were too well pleased with the mildness of their 
existing government to wish to change it, and 
&ey took up arms in its ddPence. 
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They coUeeted' together an army of from five to 
six thousand men. The infantry, which was in- 
considerable in amount, was composed chiefly of 
Spaniards ； the cavalry consisted of Creoles. 
This body of men immediately put itself in 
motion ； and miserably equipped, as they were, 
undisciplined, and without officers capable of 
leading them, they, nevertheless, proposed to give 
battle to the small army of Buenos Ayres, which 
had already advanced by the road of the Missions, 
as far as Paraguary, a place about fifteen leagues 
from Assumption, the capital^ of the province. 
The moment the hostile forces were about to 
engage, the governor of Paraguay, Don Bernardo 
de Velasco, clandestinely retired from the field 
of battle : not that he wanted courage, for of that 
quality he had already given undoubted proofs, 
during the heroic defence of Buenos Ayres against 
the English ； but he was persuaded to the step by 
the wicked councils of those about him. Panic 
struck by this unexpected act, the infantry broke 
away ； in an instant the whole body of six thou- 
sand 職 Q dispersed. But some of the troops 
of Buenos Ayres having set about plundering the 
viUage of Paraguary, the cavalry of Paraguay 
rallied and suddenly attacked them. From that 
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moment success was secured to them ― a part of 
the enemy's troops were taken : the rest, with 
General Bel^ano at ite head, capitulated and 
withdrew from the province. 

But before, as well as after the completion of 
the capitulation, a number of conferences took 
place, during which Belgrano took the opportunity 
of cunningly infusing into the minds of the Creole 
officers of Paraguay , some notions of independence, 
which were fer from being lost upon them : and 
now they began to talk familiarly with one another, 
upon matters, of which, but a few days before, 
they would have been shocked at the bare mention. 

Their minds, however, were not sufiiciently 
enlightened by education, to enable them to en- 
tertain any just opmion& on the subject of liberty ； 
but this short campaign, at all evetite, gave them 
a consciousness of their strength. Seeing that the 
number of the Spaniards amongst thfem was very 
limited and weak ； impelled by the example of 
neighbouring states, and by the remembrance of 
former oppressions which they thirsted for an 
opportunity to resent ； led also by the hope of 
enjoying situations of emolument, and, perhaps, 
governed likewise by that instinct of independence, 
which man constantly developes even in the 

b2 
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deserts, amidst the scenes of inanimate nature, 
or amongst the beasts : influenced by all these 
causes, the principal Creoles of Paraguay were, 
more and more, detaching themselves from the 
government every day, until at last, in the course 
qfrthe year 1811, they resolved to make common 
G^^se against it. 

The conspiracy was badly organized : its ex- 
istence began to transpire, when some of the, 
officers who were engaged . in it, courageously 
adapted the resolution of taking a decisive step 
before detection would have ^destrpyed all their 
hopes. They proceeded to the governor's house, 
which they entered with pistols, and arrested that 
officer. Tl^at very morning two of the conspirators 
were united with him in the government, and 
they called a congress. 

This congress deposed the governor "- and re- 
placed him by a junta, which, imitation of that 
of Buenos Ayres, was to act in the name of Fer- 
dinand VII. ； but it proceeded more rapidly than 
that of th^ other provinces, and did not hesitate 
tp proclaim the independence of Paraguay. The 
junta consisted of a president, two assessors, and 
a secretary- with a deliberative voice. Doctor 
！ Pon Joseph Gasp ぽ d Rodriguez de Francia was 
appointed to the latter office. 
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CHAP. II. 

Origin, Education, and Character of Doctor Francia 二 Hh 
Promotion to Office ~ He becomes the Soul of the new-- 
%Mw€mment. 

The history of the revolution of Paraguay being, 
in fact, nothing more than that of Doctor Francia 
himself, it may be necessary briefly to notice the 
former lite and character of that personage. His 
father, a Frenchman by birth, went in his youth 
to Portugal ； and from that kingdom he proceeded 
to Paraguay, where he formed a union with a 
Creole woman. It was generally believed in the 
latter country, that Francia was of Portuguese 
origin ； but this he always denies, and prefers 
rather to have it thought that French blood only 
runs in his veins. He was first intended for the 
church, or, to use his own expressiou, he was con- 
demned to the study of theology, which was for- 
merly the only road to distinction ； and he received' 
the rudiments of his education at one of the' 
indifferent schools which the monks kept at As- 
sumption. He then repaired to the university ox 
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Cordova du Tucuman, which had been under the 
direction of the Franciscans since the expulsion of 
the Jesuits in 1767. He there studied with some 
success, and was admitted Doctor of Theology : 
but his application to the canon law having given 
him a taste for jurisprudence, he determined not 
to take the tonsure, and became an advocate. 

It is probable, and his subsequent conduct con- 
firms the supposition, that the scepticism with 
which he listened to the dogmas of the church, had 
sotnething to do with his preference for the law. 
However, it was not uncommon, in his day, for 
young men iti America, who were destined for the 
bar, to go through a course of theology, or for 
persons who embraced the eccleisiastical profes- 
sion^ to give some attention to* jurisprudence. 
After returning to his own country from the uni- 
versity, Doctor Francia distinguished himself by a 
degree of courage and integrity which nothing 
could surmount. Never did he sully his function 
by undertaking an unjust cause : he readily de- 
fended the weak against the strong— 'the poor 
against the rich. He exacted large fees from those 
who could pay, and especially from those who 
were disposed to litigation ； but he was extremely 
disinterested in dealing with those clients who 
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were either in humble circumstance さ, or were re* 
luctantly forced into the courts by the unjust 
conduct of others. He possessed a moderate pa- 
trimony — he was not ambitious of increasing it : 
the half of a town-house and a small farm in the 
country constituted the whole of nis fortune, and 
gratified his wishes. Discovering oace that he 
was the possessor of 800 piastres, be thought this 
sum was a great deal too much for a single person, 
and he spent it. 

Unsocial, attached to study, and withal libidi- 
nous, he remained a bachelor. He had no family 
therefore, and, haoituaUy resisting ail tender im- 
pressions, he WW totally unacquainted with the 
Bentiment of friendship, It was not possible for 
him to obtain the slightest advantage from any in- 
tercourse with hi3 ignwant countrymen, aad he 
was tot^y destitute of literary resources : conse- 
quently, he scarxjely possessed any knowledge of 
the world. Hence it wsu9 that he acquired that 
inflexibility of character which afterwards led him 
from one error to another. He ba4 alsp tliQ mis- 
fortune to be subject to fits of l^yppchondria, 
which sometimes, degenerated into madness. His 
father was known to have been a man of very 
争 ingiklar habits ； his brother was a lunatic ； and 



8 



THE R£IGN OF 



one of hi0 skters was out of her mind for several 

Having attained the age of manhood. Doctor 
Francia was elected member of the cabUdo, or 
eouncil of AssnmptioD, iu«l afterwards succeeded 
to the office of alcaldi* A man of his character, it 
is easy to see, most have been independent, even 
in office : he, in fact, conducted himself in public 
on the same principle that governed him in private 
life. He sought neither to please the governor, 
non Ibe Spuirianls ； but resolined to protect Para- 
guay from the pretensions of the old country. He 
i^ras a8 remarkable for his integrity as a judge, as 
he had been di&tingoished for the same quality as 
an adTocate. This course of condiict won him the 
attachment and esteem of his countrymen. 

I now resume the account of Paraguay. ~ The 
confess separated, after it had * appointed the 
jtiiita. The ktter suflfered the form of admim き tra- 
fion t6 exist, altering only the Officers; Doctor 
Francia, who, by the superiority of his talents 
and the extent of his acquiretnente, secured to 
lilAself a dlMfUg^iished rank amongst his country- 
ttcto, became the soul of this new government. 
As soon, then, as an adjustment had been made 
Biae ま- Ayres, respecting the relations of 
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commerce and the boundams of tibe two states^ 
Francia bent all his energies towards the raffldv- 
lishment of a policy, which was mimical Id a 
dose alliance with that republic, the amMtkm df 
which he had reason to fear. It was upon thiB 
principle that he uniformly opposed the ftnmisfaiii^ 
of a single man to the general defence of the^Smilii 
American cause against Spain, and the sending «f 
a single deputy to any of the various assemblies 
which had been convoked during the war. He 
quickly shewed that it was his resolution Jtti wn- 
late the country ； and it unfortunately happened 
that, whilst no one listened to him when be wished 
to restrain the excesses of the revolution, ereasf 
body yielded /to his councils, when tbe object 'of 
them was misdiievous. 

Meantime, in piaoe of taking: a part* in' public 
a&irs, and endeavouring to give ： regularity asd. 
otofir to the admmistration of them, the two aem^ 
sors, and the president, Don Fulgesaa Yegroa, 
a rich farmer, who knew nothii^ beiy^nd bontit- 
riding and the management of the toe" exhauMed 
their time in amusme^ts, in paraduig about, 
giving pr receivmg entertainmento^ TJbey i^sumfii 
military rank, aod put m the costume ;of o4Ig£1v 
in the .^my. In imitation of Jtlv^ forum gwemm^ 
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they were one time dressed as brigadiers ； at ano - 
ther, as colonels of Spanish dragoons. They made 
away with every thing they could, to support the 
expenses which they incurred in the gratification 
of this inordinate love of show. In order to meet 
these calls, they frequently obliged state prisoner お 
to purchase their liberty. Incs^able themselves 
of knowing , the value of national iodependence, 
or civii and political freedom, they allowed their 
agents to commit all sorts of arbitrary acts. But 
the country was the principal theatre of all their 
Tioleiice. 

To imprison was, in their practice, to govern ； 
to coQileinn or acquit, as hatred or interest dic- 
tated, was their mode of administering justice. 
They neither respected . the old laws, nor would 
they supply new ones- To complete the disorders 
of the state, the greatest influence was allowed to 
women in the .conduct of public affairs ~ and no- 
thing was obtained, except through their intervene 
tiop« Under . tUe name of patriotism, all this vio- 
lence was suffet^ to be perpetrated with impunity. 
The array, composed of the refuse of the country, 
abrogated the right of insulting the other inhabit- 
ants ； and absolutely struck them when they pre- 
sumed not to take off their hats to*a soldier. The 
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officers even went so far as to interfere in civil dis- 
putes^ and to constitute themselves into judges; 
and being all relatives of those in office, they were 
allowed to commit the mpst revol^g iniquities'. 
Nor was the clergy behind hand, vj Divided into 
royalists and independents, the priests perverted 
the tribunal of confession into an instrument for 
the propagation of their respective politics. They 
quoted the Bible ； and appealing to it as their au- 
thority, endeavoured, by incetidmry sermons, to 

、 - 

rouse the populace to every sort of excessb* ' iMoiab, 
a priest, maintained, from the pulpit, th^t to kill 
a Spaniard was scarcely a venial sin : and some 
days afterwards, he disclosed"twa confessions. 

Doctor FraBcia sought, in vain, to give adif* 
ferent direction to the course of the revolution. 
But the habits of men were now formed ； and no 
one seemed disposed to give up those which he 
had followed. After repeated efforts to recall hts 
countrymen to moderation, and despairing^ of suc- 
cess, Francia retired several times to the country. 
Upon each occasion, the public chains, altogether 
stood still ； and his colleagues, foil of alarm, 
made every conceission, and promised every thing, 
in order to induce him to return. It was under 
these circumstances^ that Francia distinguished 
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himself by an act of humanity, if not of profound 
policy; which secured to him the good opinion of 
every hotiest man in Paraguay. A counter-revo, 
lutioQ iiras concerted by the Spaniards and their 
adherents amongst the Creoles. The plot was 
dko0?tsred, as indeed easily it might ； for, as has 
since been the case in another hemisphere, it was 
planned by the agents of the opposite party. All 
those engaged in it, were arrested ； and without 
any other form, but on their simple moral convic- 
tion, the judges passed sentence of death upon 
them. Two ot them were immediately shot, and 
their bodies hung on a gibbet : they were, per- 
haps, the least guilty parties, but they were cer- 
tainly the poorest. When the news of these exe- 
cutions came to Dr. Francia, who was then at his 
country-house, he hastened to stop the further 
effusion of blood : he was well aware of the weak- 
ness of the Spaniards, to fear any thing from them ; 
he therefore thought sufficient had been done for 
the sake of example. 

The government then contented itself with com- 
pelling a part of the conspirators to pass under 
the gibbet, where the bodies of the two victims 
were suspended ； and condemning others to 
chains for an indefinite term, which they might 
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shorten by the payment of large sums to the stote, 
or to the families of the chief officers. The most 
distinguished of the prisonens were collected toge^ 
ther, and placed under the care of a seolinel, who 
was to keep them continually in luglit ； and they 
were enjoined, on pain of death, not to commu&i^ 
cate with each other on any subject whatever ― a 
state in which they oontmued for several monthsi 

. り ： r 
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CHAP. III. 

The Junta is dissolved ~ The Government is made Consular 

一 Francia first Consul. 

A GOVERNMENT, in which misunderstanding was 
so prevalent, could not be oi long duration. Even 
the junta acknowledged the necessity of a change ； 
but, forgetting the crimes which had been perpe- 
trated by the sufferance of a corrupt ministry, they 
declared that the functionaries whom they had 
employed deserved nothing but eulogy. They 
issued a decree for a new congress, and ordered 
the elections to be proceeded with immediately 
throughout the country. I must here notice an 
address from one of the inhabitants, which will 
serve to convey a notion of their general intelli- 
gence. A captain of militia at Yquamandiu, who 
had been distinguished for his revolutionary ardour, 
was anxious to expound to ais countrymen what 
liberty meant ； and, after having considered over 
and over again all the definitions which he had 
ever heard, he could find no better mode of expla- 
nation than to tell them, that it was jmth, hope, and 
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charity ！ The leaders of the revolution, who were- 
scarcely better educated than this captain, were 
desirous of establishing a republic. But what was 
a republic ？ How was it governed ？ They knew 
not. Happily they had a copy dP.RoUin's Roman 
History, the very first good book which had ever 
been received into the country. They immediately . 
determined to consult it. The institution of con- 
suls took their fancy a senate no longer met their 
approbation, probably because they knew not 
where to find senators. 

However, tiie new congress assembled at As- 
sumption in the year 181'3. Never was there a 
body, upon which was devolved the duty of laying 
the foundation of a govemtnent, and furnishing 
ministers to a state, so inadequately constituted 
for that office. There were men in Paraguay, 
who, if they had not the advantage of education, 
at least, possessed strong natural talents. But it 
so haopened that the choice of the inhabitants fell 
uniformly on the most incapable persons. These 
deputies spent all their time in taverns ； and as 
they had no opinion of their own, respecting Che 
affairs which they were called upon to consider/' 
they were satisfied to be guided by others as td ' 
what they should say, and how they should vote. 
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Doctor Francia, on account of his intelligence, was 
more appealed to than any person. He therefore 
enjoyed considerable influence. AAer several sit- 
tings, this congress, a motley group, to which the 
pencil of a Hogarth alone could do justice^ super- 
seded the existing government, appointing two 
consuls for the term of a yea ち Doctor Franda and 
Don Fulgencio Yegros, in whom was vested all 
power. Accustomed to the rule of a governor, 
whose will was law, the inhabitants of Paraguay 
never troubled their heads about the extent of 
power entru.sted to the consols ； in fact, it was 
notlimg better than a horde of Indians choosing 
their cacique. The consuls took th^ posts : 
Doctor Francia contrived, on this occasion, to 
intimate beforehand, the part in the goveminent 
which'^ he had tletermined upon assigning to his 
colleague. Two cunile chairs were prepared for 
the consuls. They were covered with leather, 
and upon one was inscribed the name of Caesar, 
ana on the other that oi Pompey. Francia eagerly 
took possession of the first, leaving the other to 
Yegiw ； an も in effect, the latter was treated pre- 
cisely in the Mn^ way as to the ultimate distribu- 
tk>ft of power. He certainly had half tlie army 
under his ccmmand» but each eo&ml ^ras to exer- 
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cise sovereign authority every foar monlM ; ' fMvi: 
Francia laid his. plans so well, that the command, 
during the first and the last four : month3 of the 
year, devolved upon him. The year being ex* 
hausted, the congress was again'io .assemble. . , 

The administration now took a more regular 
course. A secretary of state was created. Thq muni- 
cipal council was revived and became a tribunal of 
first instance, the siembers of which were c]|uurged 
with yarioiis judicial powers. The finances, which 
had been hitberto v^lacted, weie now attended to 
—the army was better organized. Doctor Francia 
devoted hi& time and care to the discipline of 
the troops. Id ocder to destroy altogpether tlie 
politiciJ. iDfluenoe of the -Spaoiards, the conft#s 
decreed in Mwcb^ 1814, that tbi^ nee was ex- 
tinct so far as rolated to civil a&kal, ud tkey weve 
prc^bited from iatermarrying with white woomii — 
an injuQCtkm, with which, it is probable, th 攀 t 
jealousy was not altogether uncoimected. 

Those relations with other countries wnich, up 
to tbis time, were looked iipoa as aipicable, became 
now eiLtremely aminguous. Tha gwerxmmt of 
BuciKNS Ayren einleayottred to create a party in 
Paraguay » md to rabject that state to its autbo- 
rity. FiMoia always rejected with firmoefis the 



18 



THE REIGN OF 



proposals of that government. But his colleague 
was of a different way of thinking— and to' his 
misfortune, Yegroe was but too much disposed 
to listen to those overtures. Francia was as 
apprehensive of the . dominion of Buenos Ayrea 
as he was of that of the Spaniards ; and, in fact, 
he* had caused to be removed from the country 
several persons of distinction, who seemed: to 
be disposed to an alliance with that 'republic* 

Althou^ several arbitrary acts were ccmunitted 
by these two magistrates, whose power ^rai not so 
accurately defined, yet so much > atteotioii was 
paid to fonnfi, that the eoorala^e mbb - regaxded as 
a perfectly regiikvr government.": But Forancia 
was not the perscm who >could brook リ to' dfande 
p^er with any onB» much less with an iadif- 
ykI^I whom lie desf^sed abd whose party - he 
suspected. し 
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CHAP. IV. 

Frfincia is made Dictator 一 Bad commencement of his 
， , • Administration. • 

Hi8'ambitiou did not long remaia concealed ； fbr 
in 1814, the congress assembled to ren^w thp 
gommmwi ； in oirfw to get rid of his adversary, 
he induced the ass^{olt>ly to eoafide the direction 
ofihe uepublio t ゆ、 one magistrate, in imitation, of 
the neighbounog * (H'avisiees, wluch had at their 
bead cither a goMeroon or a dictator. He pro- 
posedl. after the exi^mple of the Romans, the dic- 
tator, as the only meati^ ,Qf saving the republic 
from the ewils ： whkJi m&me^ i 錄 from abto^. . 
SeeiBg, on the first day, that most votes .ware fcf^g 
Don Fulgencio Yegros, he had the aaaress to pre- 
vent the ballot. Threatened with the same un£si- 
vourable result the second day, he made use of 
the smme artifice. At last, on the third day, the 
deputies understood the motive for having ad- 
journed the election ； and tired of a|sisting at the 
congress, and of living at expense in the capital, 
they voted with a great majority for Doctor 

c 2 
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Francia. But he did not entirely owe his success 
to their being fatigued ； the care he took to sur- 
round the church where these gentlemen were 
sitting, just at the most critical moment, with a 
guard of honour, composed of some hundreds of 
men devoted to him, brought him more than one 
vote. All these reasons combined to cause the 
nomination of Doctor Francia to the dictatorship 
for three years. There was scarcely (I do not say 
amongst the congress, but in all Paraguay) twenty 
persons who really knew what the word dictator 
meant ； they attached no Qther m^eanicig to it, but 
that of governor :, the simple beings never supposed 
that they were to be so cruelly taken at their word. 
The congress also assigned to Francia the title of 
Excellency, with an allowance of 9000 piastres, 
of which sum he consented to accept only a tbuid, 
observing, that the state stood more in need of 
money than he did ~ a ipark of th^t disiuter^^ed- 
ness wnich certainly never forsook him. . 

As soon as the troops, which were conunaiided 
by the consul Yegros, learned thi$ decisioDv they 
mutinied and refused to subpiit to any other 
commander. Such was the ferment in the city, 
that an insurrection was very generally believed 
to be at hana. Happily, however, the com- 
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manding officer of these men, Don Pedto Juan 
Caballero, although a personal enemy of the 
Dictator, had the generosity to sacrifice his private 
feelings to the peace of the country ； and re- 
painng to the barracks, he induced the soldiers, 
by whom he was very much beloved, to acquiesce 
in the determination of the congress ~ an act of 
liberality which, at a subsequent period, was very 
ill requited by Doctor Francia* 

As soon as he found ' himself at the head of 
the govemilient, he took up nis residence in a 
mansion, which served formerly for the residence 
of the Spanish govefnors. His 'first care was 
the reformation of his own life : women and play 
were now absolutely renounced, and he exhi- 
bited the greatest' austerity in bis conduct. 
During the mornings he transacted business, he 
caused the superior officers, the city and country 
magistrates, to wait upon him to receive his 
instructions : he then gave private audiences to 
those who had any fkvour to ask, or any grievance 
to complain of: the master workmen, who were 
engaged in any public works, attended to ialce 
his instructions. He daily walked in the space 
appropriated to exercise ； in the evening he 
devoted his leisure hours fo reading, particularly 
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the works of such French authors as could be 
procured for. him, for he bad learned the French, 
language some time before the revolution. Polite 
literature, geography, and the mathematics, di- 
vided his time : the knowledge of medicine being 
very limited at Paraguay, Francia studied Tissot 
ind Buchan, and prescribed for himself according 
to the directions of these writers^ An old book 
upon arts and trade interested him very much^ 
and furnished him with that information oq these 
subjects, which, at a subsequent period, he applied 
in 80 extraordinary a manner. But his curioatty yf9B 
ehiefly directed to the military science, because 
he saw that the political exktenoe of every ooun 辜 
try, but more especially of his own, must depend, 
in a great measure, upon the maimer of orgamzmg 
its military force. To this branch of his miniatiy^ 
therefore, his attention was particularly appliedL 
To procure a supply of materiel for hU army, he 
established a monopoly of timber, an aitide 
which was in great request at Buenos Aynes, 
and he prohibited its exportation from the coun, 
try, except by those who had transmitted to him 
arms and muniiions of war. He afterwards ex- 
tended this principle to every other articte of 
commerce^ by which means he obtained the 
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necessary quantity of the materials which he 
Wanted. 

In the army itself, he began by removing, under 
various^ pretexts, all those officers who were 
obhoxious to him, or whose influence over the 
men appeared to him too extensive. These offi, 
cers had caused a great dead of disturbance ； but 
the trad motive trf their dismissal was, that the ヌ 
belonged to good £aimilie&v and that the Dictator 
did not think it prudent to allow persons to hold 
M&fe in the army who were, at the same time, 
d% ぉ咖. 'He supplied their places, not by. more 
eaf^bi お pertofig, but by me& who, having nothing 
to^ Ime, mufit look to him for their elevatioa above 
Ikfe hmmble condition in whicb they were placed. 
Htft tten diseharged such of the soldiers - aft he 
^ught wete of doubful : き entim も ids towards him, 
stfid filtefd their places with fresb recruits* He 
next orgamzfed the different 
eveay d*y, subject€kt then> to Gievere 
eiptiiie ； but that severity was limitod to tiske 
mtenral お ring which Ihe soldier wad: und^ arms 
OP in き raickg ; afb^r that, he was at liberty to. do 
a» he lik^d, Thfe Dictetor had the sole manag^- 
m^t of the troops, and they w^re of ： too much 
hnportanc^ to him not to be the' object .of liis 



24 



THE REIGN OF 



greatest attention. His guard was composed of 
grenadiers, wfco also discharged the duty o( 
gendarmes: It was by their agency that he dis- 
patched orders to the suburbs of the city, that 
he sent for those to whom he desired to speak, 
and made arrests. They were the terror of き 
kibiabitante ； particularly after they had become 
spies to please the Dictator. The seijeant of tha、 
guleirds introduced the pttson who iftctught an 
audience of Doctor Framua ； aad ィ it was^ ne* 
cessary that the visitor should < be kiothe^ good 
graces of the subfthem, >iii^ iocAor ' to iuooeed 
in hia applieation for an リ mtetjvi^W ' with: the 
governor. But as the^ gremidlers imperfdctily. 
uivcleitstood the^liaiiish knguAge, they 'Oould nok 
always conVey precisely the: orders .wbifth tbey^ 
received, or the answers that were returoed by' 
particular persons ； and this eircumMance pro- 
duced a Variety of mistaken, which, were always* 
sare to be puunshed as acts of discdi^edieiiee. 

In the civil departmeutB, お。 • important altera- 
tions took pkoe m ^tlie beginaaokg, - except tliat 
Francia displaced: all the independent officers, to 
make room for his own creatures. He exercised 
such an influence i(i the appointments to city 
offices, that the eabiUhs and alcaldis, who were for - 
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merly the champions of popular rights, were now 
title most servile tools . of despotism. He multi-' 
plied the number of i^ircles iato which Paraguay 
was.diyidddi and gave the government of them to 
pmops devoted to his interests ； eveai the inferior 
^[ente of, police vrere all his partiziuis. He neo&t^ 
twned hi お, jaAtontkm to the £tote of. religioQ ； aa4i 
bsre^ ittt l6%0t, he. began by a aalutary nefmrmi ' He 
abolished the mquisiitiiAj of which there existed , 
head commissary ； and, 9S the bi^diop of the ,pli^ 
was $a shocked by ti» reyolutiou^ as to 
reason, disoidered^ ' FFaacMet 4ir^cted that liis vicar^ 
general should perform alt the duties of the epis-' 
oo|ial pi&ca. Prooea^ioQa, as weAl as allioight 
mrrice in the churches, wer« suppressed, as.tbey' 
ware supposed to give fiiculitiea foe auspicio 冊 

Theae ctomgies :wepe by m means am^deiu The 
Diatator i9?e&t.oii by degrees, as his authority in- 
creased 'm iStmgth.. la the begiamng, erea^ h& 
obaerved . some; negand to dteconim. . Hi& orders 
were tbea l^sa absolute, and Ike .^^eted to jus 一' 
tify them in the eyes of に the pidriic, . He waci 
affable in pritate, and. received Woite of oovrMflyi 
from the diffetmt ofl^oers ^mdiperMfi^. of task ； itm> 
am he thiak it, at that > periods derogsttory to» bi» 
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dignity to offer seats to his company, or conipel 
them, as he afterwards did, to stand during their 
interview with him. 

The three years of his dietatorship were no^ 
about to expire^ and- a new congress was to as- 
semble in the year 1817. He took care, through 
Hie influepce of the diffa?eiit imp^tita^idtots <^ お 
き circles, to have his oWn ereatuires rfeturteied Itf 
the assembly^ He succeedi^d in having himseV 
afifknnted dictator for life. Being once flrmly 
established in the sovereignty, he threw off Ibe' 
Butsk, and so to gave toi き e^mntrymen tbe- 
portunity of ascertaining the liature of -the power' 
which they haid entrusted to him;' Sottie cakica- 
tures, directed against hts person J *ei^ posted rff 
the cdrnars of the streets. The authors of tH&ai 
gave out that they were the work of the SpahileittiEK 
Francia did not submit to the inStil ト， fee Caused 
them to be apprehended^ and, WithoiA any forrti'tJl 
tew, condemned them tox^hains. The sentence had 
little effect on the public, as it felttted to parties 
who were not much liked, and who were looked 
upon as turbulent. During the rule of the Spa-^ 
niards, the goViemment was always the judge in 
its own cause ； the people Were ilfeerefore accus- 
tomed to such a practice. Frtinoia also caused 
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Yalta Vargas, a native of Paraguay, who was for- 
merly a colonel in the Portuguese service, to be 
arrested, on suspicion of being engaged in a plot 
against him. The apprehension of Vargas led to 
that of other persons, but still no information fol- 
lowed. The circumstance, however, increksed tb^ 
distrust and severity of the Dictator. Wten he^ 
rode out on horseback^ he was escorted by hiissarsKTr 
two went before and erne followed him. They sem 
that every person on the . way ^topped in the most 
respectful way as they passecL At a subsequent 
tiftie, Francia required his attendanto to drive back 
on the highway all who presented themselves ； 
and the blows of the flat part of tbe sabre, with 
which these direc お pas were enforoed, very soon 
disgusted the cunoiip. Every persoo fled at the 
approach of the escort, and, at length, the Dictator 
was accustomed to ricie through the /streets u 
though a desQit. , , 
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CHAP. V. 

Arti^q^ Chqr^ter of his Troops ― His Excesses ― His 
Alliance with the Dictator — Tyranny of the latter 一 He.^ 
lays the Foundation of Tevego. 

It was in the course of thia yew, that the misunr 
derstE^idiiag with general Don Jose Artiga$ com-; 
meooed. This man, whose life has .been only, a; 
tissue of horrors, was the great mstrufaent of all 
the calamities wnich, for 4en ^eai^> fell on the? 
provinces of the Caufedemtiou of Rio,de-kt - Plato り 
Dd^eaded fiiom a good family in Monte Video, he; 
passed his youth amidst smugglers and robbers. 
The Spanish government, wisbmg to suppress 
these marauders^ appointed Art%E^ liefitenft^t oi 
the chase ； and in this capacity he now led the 
pursuit after his former comrades. Duri^ the re-, 
volution he was a patriot, and distingubhed him, 
self, in the war against the Spaniards, and at the 
siege of Monte Video. He was elected chief of 
Banda Oriental, and soon kindled the devouring 
flame of civil war. He made an attack on Buenos 
Ayres ； he invaded Entre-Rios ； excited a revolt 
in Santa-Fe ； armed the savage Indians of Great 
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Chaco, and laid waste parts of Paraguay by acts 
of unheard-of cruelty. His standard was the ral- 
lying point for the dregs of the human race, . Bri- 
gands, assassins, pirates, • robbers, deserters, all 
were equally acceptable to him. The march of 
his army was marked by slaughter and devasta- 
tion. He provoked a war with the Brazilians, 
who only wanted the opportunity of entering into 
hostilities. In short, the results of the nine years' 
government, which he was petmitted to exercise, 
were the total ruin of Banda Oriental^ formerly A 
flourishing province,^ ahd the devastation of other 
provinces, with the general demoralization! of the 
peof^e in them all ； not td speak of the temote 
consequences of this l&ystem; amongi^t which ま 
are to reckon present wkr between the South 
American republics and Brazil. It is feir to add, 
however, that had Ardgas been left W himself, he 
would not heivte acted quite so ferociousfy ； but he 
was surrounded by a set of villains, on whoctr he 
was obliged to place ' some reliance. The most 
infamous of these persons was a monk of mercy, 
named Monterosa, who acted as secretary and pri- 
vate counsellor to Artfgas, aind who stifled every 
sentiment of humanity in his bosom. And what 
shall be said of those who calmly looked on, and, 
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fmfn a distance, fomented thei^ disorders, in ordet 
to this gratification bf their base avarice ? For it id 
a fact, that merchants in Buenos Ayres, as well as 
BtigUsb, French, and North American merehants, 
did not hesitate to supply Artigas with the arm も 
^md ammunition, to enable him to carry on his 
wwk of devastation ； thus laying the foundation of 
their own fortune, on the destruction of more thati 
twenty thousand families ！ 
" But to return to Paraguay. A misunderstand^ 
mg on the subject of commerce having* arisen be- 
tween the Dictator and Artigas, the latter made 
several attempts to enter into a compromise, but 
Francia always replied— *^ First, restore matters to 
their ancient footing, and then I will negociate." 
Mortified at this refusal, Artigas incited the In- 
dians inhabiting the Missions of Entre-Rios, be- 
Icmging to Paraguay, to revolt, imd drove from 
these settlements the troops of the Dictator, whd, 
in their retreat, set fire to all the habitations, that 
they might not afford a place of shelter to the 
eiiemy. In thi6 manner was completed the de- 
struction of fifteen of the most flourishing towns, 
belonging to the ancient missions of the Jesuits*, 

♦ The following is the exact state of these missions. There 
were seven of them on the left bank of the Uruguay, and they 
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He^ ^tthe same time, stojf^ed and levied contribu- 
tions on the trading vessels from Assumption ； 
wd .wffered no vessels from Buenos Ayres to go 
up the river. Those which ctnied g.uns on board 
he immediately confiscatedi The Dictator now 
suspended .the grafating of passports for leaving 
Paraguay, until he had/ ascertained that commeroe 
was not likely to be any longer embarrassed ； . ami 
this was ultimately the case, except that a few 
acte of annoyance were, < afterwaffds^ coimoitted on 
the.meDchiBLiits. To bold any firiendly relation with 
ArtigaSf the Dictator now saw, was inconsistent 
with the peace 、 of the coimtry, <and his own secu-* 
rityv . He looked upon this man as a mere captain 
of tmadHt" apd thought it beneath: him to enter 
mto a formal treaty with such a character. But, 
then, it.wtts not Franeia's policy to attack Artigas^ 
because be acted as a very useful outpost, for his 
territory against Buenos Ayres. Artigas himself 

formed part of Brazil ； fifteen others were situated between the 
Uruguay and Parana. The latter have, in fact, ceased to exist : 
for on one §ide， the BrazUians, daring the war with Artigas, 
on the other, the Indiang, dprbg their reyok, and thea.tb^ 
army of the Dictator in their retreat, contributed to the ruin of 
these missions, which was finally completed by the troops of 
Aitigfis. There remains eight missions on the right bank of the. 
ParaDS, consequently within Paraguay, properly lo called. 
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found it necessary to avoid breaking off all oom- 
mercial intercourse with Paraguay : because, m 
the first place, he could not well 'do without it ； 
and secondly, he looked to that country as a plaice 
of asylum in case of misfortune. His depreda- 
tions were, therefore, coi^ned to particular indi- 
viduals ； and ^var was never openly declared by 
Either of the chiefs against the other. 

The governmeirt of the Dictator was, hi the 
meantime, gradually becoming more and more ^op- 
pressive. All those ^om he suspected of corft- 

' spending with Artlgan, he contrived to send away, 
either banishmg ihem from fefe couirtry, or ofder- 

' itig them mto theinterk>n3fthepr0viffice. AnKHigftt 
the fornieir waft a Britidli merehftnt, who waft edUk- 
pelled, ' at ' twenty-four Hoofs' notice, to quit a 
very cbnsiderabte estaMishbient', ivHtiri^ut iMi&g 
allowed to say a wofd itt \m tmA jilsttiicvttioii. 

' To utttr an iexpresslon, in the least manner r^ket- 

二 mg on the measutes of government, or to fail in 
executing the orders, sometimes* of a very laconic 

' characier, gtven by Doctor Franciaj was punished 
with cliaihs/ Often, tort, the • same degree of 

' severity was inflicted on the unfortunate person 

" who, with tne most innocent tsotives, might use 
a jihrals^ which was icapaote oi being construed by 
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malice as a reflection on the Dictator. When a 
man was sent to a dungeon, it rarely happened, 
indeed, that he was made acquainted with the 
caiise oi his appFeheosion. This system of op|Mres- 
akm was now aggravated by derision. Two Sfwi- 
nkh monks^ who thought, that ou account of their 
jCaUing, they would be regarded as inviolable in 
their persons^ wese made to endure smne very 
gfOM incplts* The . Dictator caused them to be 
.^e9fied in yellow jackets^ wd dieir heads to be 
•baved, ia^ocder,, a«be said, to take off tbe glory 
fwm ^hmx onmm ； then lie ea$t them into a 
dungeon. Another Spaniard, Don Jose Caiiskao, 
was treated in a mnmr mil worse ; the chains 
^hkh he more, ateolotefy pre^oed in^o bis 細 t| ； 
and wfaflo tlieBieta^ vaniofoniMtd や f the oiredin, 
j^ftoce, he laid, " If kA wanto oth^r chains* he 
muft get them made hiimelf," Ami in f ま, the 
mfe of the prisoMr hBfi ftd^oftce to perform, 
of bdspoaking' the . cliaim witli which her husband 
wmA to tie loaded. 

The yigiUinfiMP jof ^ Difte^or w%t particularly 
dinasted agaiMt Ihe wealthy elags, without, at 
tke same time, bis mghettisig t» 曹 atch tiie tower 
orders. ' Sueli was hi» mtpiekm* txmp», thai he 
even sMght mt Tiotioii (wm lo^oiifit th^ pc^- 
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lace. In order more effectually to separate diose 
of this latter class on whom his suspicions fell, he 
foonded a colony for them, at a place distant 
about 120 leagues above Assumption, on the left 
bank of the Paraguay, which he planted y^iih 
mulattos and abandoned women. This new set* 
tlment, to which he gave the name of Tevego, 
is the mo6t northern point of the country, except 
Fort Borfoon. In chusing this spot, the Dictator 
hAd in view, amodgst other objects, the creation 
of a power capable of restraining the savage tribe 
of the Mbayas, in their depredations on tbe cul; 
tivated lands. 

But the motives which led Doctor Fmnda to 
oppress (lie members of the higher classes m Para^ 
guay, wete not always of a political kind. He 
was aometimes actaated by old feelings of personal 
resentment against them. Still, th^ dread of 
encounteritig (Another revolution, which mi^bt 
bring on such horrors as were- siififered by the 
inhabitants of Banda Oriental taA Entre Rios; 
made tlkose of Pari^uay resigned to the yoke of 
the Diotator* ' Up to that motn き nt, it certainly 
could not^be alleged against Hitn, tSittt he had 
cdUised inbocait blood to be shed ；' and when his 
6]^atureg'Tvmld ,ragge$t.to him to get rid at once 
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of ^ose who were obnotioos to Mm, Francia 
would say, " God gave them life; and it is for him 
to take it away— it is enough for me to hinder 
them from doing mischief." But the true cause 
of this moderation undoubtedly was, that at the 
tioie, he dared hot go farther ； for it will be,&een» 
that he subsequently perpetrated excesses m}mh\ 
present a hideous contrast to this expression/ and 
which serve to confirm the assertion of one: wild 
was a long time acquainted with him, ' that thwti 
was nothing in all the French revolutions, which 
Francia so much admired as the walking guillo- 
tine.' 

The internal tranquillity which Paraguay appa- 
rently enjoyed ( and certainly the crimes of rob- 
bery and miitrder were very severely punished 
there), induced very large numbers of strangei^, 
who were reduced to poverty, or wtere persecuted 
in their own provinces, to fly to that country for 
refuge : but thie Dictator would not admit every 
person indiscriminately. For instance, when the 
Bishop of Upper Peru proposed to repair to Para - 
guay, the moment the vessel in which he sailed 
came mto the river of that name, Doctor Francia 
dispatched an order to him^ to return forthwith. 
On another occasion, a aevout female, or, as 

d2 
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such persons are. called in that country, ' a beata^ 
came to Assumptiod to establish a place -for spiri- 
tual exercises, she was ordered away, . as well 
as a Spanish capuchin, a few days after their 
arrival. . In fine, of those strangers who were 
admitted into Paraguay, a considerable part, was 
sent to Villa Real, or to Tevegp. 

I ... 
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CHAP. VI. 

Affairs q/ Cprrientes 一 The Author arrive at Assumptions 
Has an 4mdience of the Dictator 一 Admiration of the 
latter for Napohon 一 His opinion of Europe 一 Execution 
of two Spaniards. 

Ikt the beginning of the year 1818, Paraguay 
became, in a particular manner, an asylum for .the 
inhabittints of the city aad neighbourhood oi uor- 
rientes. In consequence of a revioLution, whidh 
took place tmther in favour of ； Biyeiios Ay res; 
Artigas repaired there at the bead . of ： an array 
which was composed of the Indians, who formerly 
inhabited the missions of, Entre Rios. He met 
with but slight resistance, ftnd entered the city, 
when the greater part of the inhabitants fled. 
Upou this occasion the under officer commanding 
the Indians committed the most dreadful excesses) 
He . was instigated to thqse acts by. the Creoles 
of Artigas's party, but • still more by an Irishman 
of the name Campeli, a tanner by. trade, who had 
been appointed commander of the naval force 
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of Corrientes. The merchant vessels from Para- 
guay were first attacked, and plundered by the 
Indian officer : some were confiscated, and their 
crews ill treated and transferred on board ships 
of war. The Dictator, having received intelli- 
gence of these depredations, fitted out four 
or fire gun-boats, and sent them to capture or 
destroy all the yessels they could find in ま e port 
of Corrientes. This flotilla appeared before the 
latter city on the 1 0th of October, 1818 ； but the 
attack being unskilfolly directed, a few shots only 
were exchai^ed between tbe parties, wben tbe 
assailant retired, l^ese open hostilities fasaui the 
effect of ' again suspending- all eommerce, and ibi^ 
state of thkigg continued until the foUowing AfMil, 
when the Indians having evacuated OorrieiiteB, 
die merchants of Buenos Ayres prerailed upon' 
Artigsud, no doubt by some considerable sftciifieeg,. 
to exempt commerce from any fiirther moled* 
tation. ' 

It waft. ki September, 1&18, that we arrived at 
Corrientes, where we were ' forcibly detained fac 
eight months. In May; 1819, in consequenoe of 
the intercourse being restcn^ed with Paraguay, we 
received' pehniggion ta embark for that province. 
From this epoch begins the date of tbegf^ events,: 
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of which we were eye witnesses^the materials foe 
the preceding narrative having been derived ftom 
authentic sources of mformation, which I had an 
opporttmity of consulting during my residence in 
Baora^uay. On the 30th July, 1819, we disem- 
barked at Assumption, and some days afterwai^ds 
wer^ presented to' the Dictatdr. He is a man 
of middle stature^ with regular features, and those 
finia black eyes which chamcterise the Creoles of 
South America. He has a most penetrating iQok, 
with a stropg expressi<m of distrust. On tbis- 
oco^Lsion he wore the official で osttiiiie, M^hich con- 
V$ted of a blue laced coat (the uniform of a 
Spanish general), waistcoat, breeches, stockings 
of white silk, And shoes with gold buckles. ' The 
Dictator was then sixty-tviro years of age, though 
he did not appear tb be more than fifty. He 
asked me With a studied haughtiness of manner^ 
several q 械 stions, by which he sought to em- 
barrass me ； but be i|oon after changed his tone. 
HaTinig opened my poi^tfolio to take out sotne 
papers which I had to present to mm, he per- 
ceived a portrait of Buwaparte, which I, knowing 
his admiration for the original, had designedly 
placed there. He took it up, and examined it 
with great interest, when I told him whose lUce-t 
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ness it wasi He then began conversing familiarly 
npoBi 'the afiieiirB of Europe, with which he seei»ed 
to be better 'iieqiiainted than I could ha^e sup- 
posed. He asked me for news from Spam^ for 
whiah oountry ke expretsised the most profooud 
eoateiBpt' Louib き Eighteeoiith's -th^tr waf 
not to his tairte ； . he admired much more t&e mUir 
tary -- govennBoat ao&d conQliMto 'of Nafpoledni 
whos も dowofell he deplored ； but the prhicipid 
，a お ect bn wlmsh fae.talkad; v/^ the monks. Be 
cdproached tim^ mith ^idey dejMtivity ofm$niieh9i, 
an4 all species of intrigue ； and, declaimed, paiv . 
ticulady^ Bgoinst the tendeacy >/9hicb tKe 6LeiMhf 
in general hate to throw off ま e auth<ttity of 
government. The -better to .midte 、 knoi^n ' 'hi* 
principles upon this point, he 'said に " K bit 
holiness t&e Bope should come to Paraguay ， I 
fihould make him merely my alotoiier F<^e 一 
seeing the return of fanatiomm aiid ^pere^itioii 
in に. Ewope^ lie insisted iqpoBr: the nek^essily <tf 
faml^iig' the .HXHoJusk ； spdciri in- Afikema, befofd 

• I , ' - : i ' ' '* • . ' • • に * ' J 

* The spirit of opposition to the Holy see animates the clergy 
^ W^I>a4 layhi^^ ofHlie fenci^l vice-royalty 6f Baenos Ayres : 
9^ 4^^>PfOp<> 1^4 1^) tliis 19091 ゆ t p«ler cPO0i(ierado&» for 
the purpose of detaching it from the Holy ^ee. It is the Catholic 
religion, and not the Roman Catholic religion, which they desire 
to have ■ し'' ： '- ' ト，' 
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the. country became iafeo:ted w^ith the xuqw qoatftr: 
gktt. He Qould not, however, believe ia the 
e«tablUhmaat of the Jesuiu* w\uch iR/:e iirfQ¥ine4 
him .beeoi partly, achieved ； ) so pernicious, did 
suob aoiatteoipt appear to hletu spe ま og AiXho 
&mimip9Aion Qi < S^nisb America; he wamily :de*i 
clM6d(Jii3 ほ 鎖 to 4h6 icause> and hm firm rew* チ 
lutH)^ t ひ defend ハ it agfdnst *aU attacks; no' inaM6r 
from, vrhfit qiuarter. ； The; ideas: Ue ； expvMSedi f ota^ 
tive to4liemftftntr<a£goMEilkigtisi€lS(e(kiew 、も t^Ltes/sis 
yet but iittle .ibiVancetjbm fCjiviUntim; appeared' to 
me:: お vffi^matly ireiBmm ゆ le^;: hnt; uafoEtuii^tely^ he 
kad ； hitnaelf put none: of them ianpracUee. Hi 
opnd^ceoded to ithew/ me his Uhcary ； it .、wm 
sotmty;' it is: tiruQ, but was almost tltevonly '009 

、 

esiiBting iui'PArag^y. 、, I saw: m it,: togeth 併 mth 
the Spanish .Mlhors^ the w^ks of Voltairsv 
Hw$seau; jgLayadl, お oUin, La Placer ， & c""iiU crf* 
yihidk hq bad proawed since, the xrevalutiob^ . 、 ' He 
posse^sf^f alspvi somfii mittJbematieal iastiFimients^ 
giobMBS, \ jpftaps, ； » amtmgat otbevs, i^y bast 
map of Paraguay that is to be found in t^e ^y^- 
try*, > Fr:Qw the* fcaowJedg お、 of ま， ^iQS^JlsrtidAfe 

which ^he aecfuired by^fMans of Ms €«tes13a^'gtolMf; 
and of the localities of hi^ own, territory by t|ie 
map, it was imagined by the people, that he 
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an astrologer. But he bimself i^ver encours^ed 
these notions ； on the contrary, I can take upon 
me to say, that he endeavoured, as much as pos- 
sible, to remove the prejudices with which, the 
Blinds of his cowitrymen were imbped. He 
missed us with these wwds ~ " Do here wliatever 
yott please _ profess the religion you wish— nb osie 
ihall molest you ； but take care not to meddle 
with ihB zSSkix^ of my goverameat. We followed^ 
this advice all the time we were in Paraguay 
aaad the Dictator, on his part, faithluUy kept his 
promise. On coming away, I left the portrait <i£ 
Buonaparte on his table, thinking he would have 
been glad to have it ； Ire sent it after me by an 
officer, with an order to ask the price I set on it; 
As I did not wish to accept money for it, it beings 
of little value, and as the Dictator had made it a 
rule never to receive a present, the miniature re- 
mained m my possession. This surprised me the 
more, as Doctor Francia had shewn me in his 
closet, a caricature- of his hero, published at 
Nttrembiirg, and which he took ， for his portrafif, 
until I explained to mm the German inscriptioiir 
&at was undef the wretched engraving. It must 
helve been this caricature that suggested to hhn <iie 
idea of oompletiog his costume, by the addition of 
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an enormoCis badge, m imitation of the clumiy stajr 
with which Boonaparte is ddcorated in thnt pieoei 

Some weeks after our acrhral, the Dictator き g 
permission for several vessels ta saU from Para- 
guay. But the experiment ckd not succeed : fcur 
commercial intercourse rettiauied still mispendedj 
and the dbips were detained at Bajada, Entre 
Rios, nor were they suffered to proceed to their 
destination, Buendo Ayre&, without paying hebvy 
contributions. 

At'liiis period, the Dictator - made an additioB 
to the troops of the linel and introduced some 
improTemeiits hrto tiie mode of organiziiig thid 
mtihia ； whether with a view of iheetiiig ntj hostile 
attempt from foreign pcnn^rs, or of counteraction 
any atteinpt stt rebelliou ia his own- country, I 
have not been able to determine* 

The new levy of six faundcea men was quartered 
in tkerccmveiit of St. Francis. This occunrenw 
very much esaaperated 'せ Spaniard, who, aloogr 
with being a £Bmattc» waR iiow coosideflftbI}Bexoited^ 
by the fiedse report of a Russian ixped|tioia being 
on its wiay to South America.. This fiersoa fhad 
the Mijj to say. openly, thai や tiie Fiaiioi«cans» it 
is true, are extinct, but Francia's turn is yet to 
come." This language was reported to him: he 
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sent fee the Spaaiavd. " As to when I ehall go, 1 
r^idl ヌ 9m ignonxxt ; but tiiis I know, that you shall 
きか h^fQve ： meJ\ - 1 And, tke^ unhappy mati was shot 
oast; daiiyv ' todi Jods^ property confiscated ； in -conse- 
quenibe^ whicbtke .widowiand children, although 
Qneo} 錄, vvwre tedisoed to beggary. 
-"•Xbaasix^, あ faft be^innkigi of the' reign of teitofr-in 
Paraguay., u DdQtep Fianbia «> completely ideriti- 
%4^lumflelf!W3*h the state^ that he dedaited every 
mm a, tmito?. who presumed to oDBose him, or 
eY«n4Q ca#t r^proaoh ufnti Ms eomdnet. In a very 
ffiw に days aiw>ther « iSpairiani was put to derath; for 
t|u^ Vejry^ same oflence, on aioeotmt^c^' which the 
atber. ' fqrfoited his life. - Upon both' these' <k> 
—iq^sV the ^Dictator i kimsetf ^gta?^ out Ifee Imll 
c^f l^iliges, ^^btiwss hisfidiBtruBt of those who 
h^d the oaire of the;, pnrisolis and of' the powder 
n^^gasinffi. I Afid^ii^traQge to say,* so |iarBlmonious 
wiis (he ofntbose miisericds, that be allowea^no more 
tbftf^three men to leach idxdeut^ ； so thiatt itt more 
i^jSUfiqili^C^ than つ iin»^"th& 抑 h ゆ ，ic4lim8 wei" も disr— 
p^hedibj. the bayeoidt. 、 Frnt^dia- wte a Mritnes^ 
of o^se; fseenes of lu)rTbr, fcr the e ま titkms Ibok 
plj^^(fl4!irii)F9 heneafeU kins fmiiikto^; aiid A*ec(tifeht!y 

i^fi^iSrprBftWlQeir.ri リ' -'. ： レ" 》 , ：' ，つ '； 
The pwH9l4QaQ|!rt/ of tine itwo SMniards, spread 
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consternation amongst those who wpire capable of 
my reflection. Up to that time the general iau 
pressioQ was, that Francia aspired to suprem* 
authority only, that he might become the General 
Monk of Paraguay, and surrender his power tp 
king Ferdinand. But the severity exercised fb^ 
wards the Spaniards, was highly calculated to re- 
move any $uch opinion. Ho\revef,>tkfe notion was^* 
in some degree, coiifinaed， by the indulgence Wifli' 
which, as compared :with the cotiduet at thfe ^^， 
vernments of the oeighboiirmg eitateBj Prikfida treat- 
ed the Spaniards ； for m Pawigxiay fchey -suflfered' 
infinitely less than tbe Oreolesv tecauM thcy^Hved 
in a more retirM mahner. But the'utapruddide of 
two individuals belon^iigt ta that x^ai^ revolted ifee 
Dictator, iui(i:i9a^hhnL impkoabtei^DM^^ird^ the^. 
They probably iilamfesitedn^eir td^el^inatibn ^tH^ 
support the religious oedersh^he'very itustituttoaf^ 
which Fmo^ W94 ♦reaolvalr HfMm fi?oppiiesi^ngf 
The coQjseqtienbee that) 'lookup to » 細 iShfl&d * 
exice which the m^ka» . '|mrtibutei^< i^ 迹ニ 
moi^ki^y ； wpu^ . fin^Tf^m^i on. ！ this /odcaak>a^ : be gatei 
the .lattfaT if^ifiir ,c^€»、 .fornnl j»i»oi^^%》(;ptfoh 
hounced them inesapabh . ci U^afmg! eg 她ま繊 い 
and prohibited their countrymen from ' fe^dittg- ' 
slightest eiHumaiiication ^th' afiy^^theiti. 。'"'ま 
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、 CHAP. VII. 

Doctor Francia promotes Agriculture and Industry— The 
Means he employs — His Measures against the Savages, 

In the beginning of October, the same year, swarms* 
of locusts* passed from the right to the left bank 
of the Paraguay, extending themselves over a cir- 
cumference of more than eighty leagues of country, 
where they deposited their eggs. The lame, 
which are hatched towards the end of November, 
and put themselves in motiou, jua countless troops^ 
durmg the mo^th of December, ravaged .the moi^t 
cultivated part of the land. A scarcity impended 
over the inhabitants— a visitation, wMcfc would 
have been particularly destructive this season, 
the preceding harvei?t had. b^en rtjmarkably bad. 

* This destructive insect is the acris of Lamarck. It visits ^ 
l^ara^ay about every five or six years, and conies in clouds 
from the north or .north-^east The |»enod of tliek apt>roaok 
varies from the end of September to the beginning of November ； 
and the noi th-west wind which sometimes prevails in that season, 
appears to be favourable 16 them. The waste is effected, not by 
the perfect insect, but by tl^e hew generatioo in the state of Ui^vk* 
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To prevent this calamity, the Dictator resolved to 
compel the proprietors to sow, a second time, a 
considerable portion of the land which had been 
thus laid tiraste. The experiment was crowned 
with ample success. The blades of corn shot up 
with vigour, and the year 1820 was one of the 
most abundant that had been remembered in 
Paraguay ； to the siirprise of the old farmers, who, 
up to that tiine, never drdanit of such a thing as a 
double crop in the same year. 

Thus, then, the absolute government of Francia 
produced at least one good result ~ thti improve- 
vAerA of agriculture. Seeing the salutary effectd 
of his measures thus far, he determined dn ex- 
tending them to the whole country ； so that, ulti- 
mately, each farmer was tender the necessity of 
employing ^himself in that particular branch t)t 
agriculture which the Dictator pointed out. By 
these regulations, he produced a complete revolu- 
tion in the system df rural economy, which: hail 
been, up to that time, neglected so for, that the 
cxamnpn neceesarieg, whiph would have almost 
groiVK spontaneously under th^ inikieiice ,of thd 
も un,s rays, were imported from Buenos Ayres and 
the adjacent provinces- The Paraguasians im， 
thought of extending their care to the cultivation 
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irf any article beyond the tobacco - leaf, the sugar ' 
caae, and the yucca-root. The herb of Paraguay^ 
whiih grows without any aid of art, in the vast 
forests of the north and east, engrossed all hands. 
Every abuse was remedied under the superih- 
tendence of the Dictator ； and, in consequence of 
his directions to the farmers, the produce now be- 
caine eongidembly augmented. The smpensioh 
tf the hitercofiFse, whieh had been hithttto unin- 
terruptedly maintained with other countries, ccm- 
triboted also y&ty maeh to produce this fortunate 
retah, as it tumed to the euhlvation of the soil all 
tiiat industry wfaieh naed to be applied, either Co 
navigattcm or to^ the odtection of the keri. 
' ' Pfti^a^ftsiftfts weire ac^^tomed to migrate 
R^'^ai'Aoit • time ^ every year. ， They were now 
iUrced' to * remain at ^ home. Here, therafene, wete 
tic maty hands gaiii^. Rice, miize, the two 
itfitM df yiicca-foot, were now cukirated tipon 
ま more extended scale, and ^^ith vAUch greater 
drl^Ahee ； tod veg^bles, wixidh werb hithettoifm- 
known in Pat*agUay , begun now to^ cover tlKiqiliMim. 
The ^uttivtttioii of cotton^ whieh >wa« ' £mneriy 
wkdlty recmr^ ^om Conriente», ww pfooeedod 
in suehft way, as that the home proiteoe of ^that 
artiele entirely replaced' the quantity whkh Imd 
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hwa usually imported. HoFsesr aod horned 
cattle weie eDcountgeci in the mme way. This 
branch of industry was . attended to with s(x«iivieh 
spirit, that in place of rec^ving' cattle from £atre- 
Rtoa as was before - the pr^ticey the farmaj^s ff 
Pafi^uay had now enough to eatble timx tp 
export. '•' 'ハ . , i 

Aiiotd^r beneficml result erf' tlie^ iirte は —km 
of foreign commerce •ttMhe iuereate^of mfuflm* 
ftcturidg industry. Uf^'to tbtM ^vm, お people 
^ {Paraguay mile use o£ oMIqiis ,mVy in tl^e Smo^ 
tioki' of ft mSti of lighttkyth fit i^Mt^Mrto- NeoeM^y 
ノ M)wr,domp«tled"th 脚. to . employ ' th%t.:«tiple m 
the mauttfiMstiire^iof, all ^mkU ^ gB^me^U, The 
も pMobm, a 咖 f of 4ipget}|#r 草脉 ji^^iipe alpths 
/uiiide iol WQoH whi^h / Mfw # aoiuiidly iniponc^ 
Am 裂 braadti at n ttst anpopfe,, vfWt \ififi$eSox^ 
^mtde/ at km^* H|ere tiuM^^ . to be" l^w^, .no 
%mph tlmg M -a daxteriw workman in Pmrag);^. 
.fini j(he>Dppt;itOit^ ty, the ,numJ)Qr .<}(,t|ie,.pj||)lip 
iMOifcr'IfMob 如 t 瞻 き W ¥*]«Vtal(#^ gf^ 
n ^Bgf } to 、 huJu/Hi^y ； ,' ^ t)ie pr/^pts' wl^jich 

towMceiiwi /W»r* fttHw^:, tfep /»»Q"yir え、— 

t idtimicbitiQo^ in ， orcter. to: , awa}cen t^ajt '、 • o^lural 
， ability M^tb ' wUp^ eyery . luUi ゆ P#^gtt^yr ,is 
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€U(idi>\yiedv ' caused a gibbet to be f^eetodj 
aojd he お eiMbeoied a poor shQemakev to hm^ 
lim up, li^caune he bad not miide some 
of i)m まね ^ requira4c: Thus it wa& tkat tkui 
of l>lftcjfi$imths^ sbuoemaJkerB, tod 脚 sons, ' he 

architects. Once he sentenced an unfortmiijEiite 
m}t\x to hard inboar^ ib(ii9«uM be ii9#r^6rly 

to time^ swpe&ded % th^ lodm 渐辦 》 

I^aguwy ^iwlttfti th« mt»m w^te loiw, spread 
ttemisehiw over き plains, to. tiie 滅 of Um 
fim, ftnd i seined fW desittoyQ^i wety 
they, meliwith in AmAucnmioMs. Tke X^ctetor 
eii46ayot«red» by means of oocasioaal prtsenU to 

* The vast country stretching from the right bank of the Para- 
き nary and Parana to the bdrders of Santa Fe, TNicuraan, Upper 
Bmn ^ OhifiiitlM; is oalleit QmBi CfafK^cv anfl U iahj^dnHiy 
y.^f^^H$ Uibes of f^vage Injdiaw. The general name of Guaicurus 
is given to those that live between the 23**, 30'， and 31**, though 
(bnning a variety of communities dJfferfng from ^ch oth^ Jn Ian - 
8aq«ftiMlA?«lf np«n» aath^^toipiAs, the Tolm, tbe M^CQl^ii, 
s^nid the Abipones. Tho^e tribes which live between tbe 23。 degree 
north, and the borders of the Portuguese provinces, are the Mbayas 
and the Ghianas. 
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their caciques, and by supporting comaierdal 
relattotis with them, to preserve peace with these 
savages. Ttutsi Paraguay was protected from a 
lukmber of attacks ； but war was finally kindled, 
、 in 1819, with these Indians. The Dictator pro-* 
hibited the purchase of the horses which they 
offered for sale at Asj^umption, because they had 
stolen ttiBoi' in Sitota Fe and. Cordova. Amioyed 
by tbfs evder; they assasaiiiated ten soldi お ft and 
ixi officer, ^yho had pajmed to the \^ baodlt of the 
riv«y opposite the capital. It wag by a sudden 
htow'Uke this, that 'thes& savages wuaHy declaimed 
wahr* The Bietator instnrtly dispatch^ some 
faaiidre(i8>of 'iiieii' vb. purstiit of this horde ； but they 
were not> to be easily takea in these inniMsnse de- 
aerte, aitluH^h ' their fires weM perfeotljr yimbie 
eirery night, and their scouts were sometimes in 
view* They, profited by the Beourity which the 
inha お jtante of tlie blnkd of the Paraguary now 
fancied they had gained, and dividing themselves 
-. uito varkms bodies, they crossed the river, sad 
attacked several houses* On another side, the 
valiant Mbayas, inhabiting the rich coimtey, 
which extends more than fifty les^es to the wrtb 
of Villa Real, coa&iued/ by their incursions, to 
force back the population into the interior of the 

E 2 
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coontryv Several expeditions against them had 
proved imsuccessful, and some even unfortunate; 
The garriaoDft of the most important places oi 
strength, twere composed of troc^s of the line ； the 
others were occupied by militia. A party of these 
soldiers : crossed the Paraguary night and day ia 
b^ate, particulariy duripg; ttie season when the 
winters . were . low, and watched the . passage. At 
Aquidabaoigi, . where the enemy wa^ most formi - 
daye, iu mmeqa&^ce^ of the fire-arms, with which 
the Portuguese furnished him foi; \ stolen cattle, ia 
cannon-shot war the signal by wjaich the ap- 
prooeh trfike kimders. was aimoaiieed the ivkskf 
Mtaitits df the valley; and also for the assemblhig 
of tha militia under their officers^ These energetic 
mesMures coniknbirted^ maoh more tfaa» : any atn 
tempt, by means of missio"s， to keep the Inttians 
m subjection, ami preserve tranquillity on the 
fimntiersof Paraguay. » 、 It is true these aav«ge&;ani 
now treated as ferocious beasts : wax' without 
q^rtiier is made on them. : tbey are relentlessly 
iHlied, whetheir they appear as iriends w eaemiesk 
The Dictator had the fjruelty, even, to cause eight 
of them to , be s]ftot， who Jiad bieen captured and 
fi^nt to the capital • la order .tiae more eff^etually 
to reduce the M bay as, he sent 400 men to a difr* 
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tance of sixty leagues north-east of Villa Real, 
with orders to destroy a forest of cocoa-trees, 
which afforded shelter and the means of subsist- 
ence to the savages during several months in the 
year. He also caused one of their hordes, which 
had been for two or three years previously esCatn 
lished near the capital, to be removed, part '- td 
that city and part to the missions ； being desirous 
of fixing the Indians in the, country, and of e^m- 
ibanding them, by 'crossing the two races, witik 
flie white population*. 

睾 Jagging) by the character of die savage Indians, andYrWth^ 
sMb of the profince* ffkidi fofuied tbe amcient ^ke^ro^tj- of 
Buenos Ayres, the measures adopted by Francia, with the e 耳 * 
ception of his cruelties, appear to be best calcolated to restrain 
these people. TTiere k too little civiiiEation, strength, atid Union 
ift' thefi^ newtepubUes, tD allow' the bope that Ihe sartgtrciQ 
be raised from their aJbject state bj more wholesome methods, 
Tbe Indian bad a decided aversion for all species of subijection, 
ind an irresistible love of a wandering life: The only practicable 
ttlBih^ of^raclttiimilg tbeta, is to repness their incitrsicNis and 
to ke^them isolated. Hunger, and the wars i^kh these hordes 
amtualiy make against one another, will force them to demand a 
teduccia ； for saoh is th さ name gnreo to those establishmente 
iflttclii &Nt ^rttntedt. to- tke Indiaiis on tbe ftontier^ wken (bey'aib 
reduced to a state to require iheni. They might be dispersed hi 
the interior amongst the Creoles, where the race, which does not 
Appe ゆ to tne Sa!scepti¥^e bf any great degree of civiKzation, would 
sMnile k»» ね iwm amlgtuBatkm with the unites. It has been 
att|empte(^ t?,form reducciones on the frontiers, and the govern- 
ment has given all possible encouragement to the formation of 
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these establishments, by sending misiiionaries. there^ to convert the 
Indians to Christianity ； but these attempts have been attended 
with but little success : as soon as the Neophytes found that they 
were obliged to wotk, they collected t(>gether as many animals as 
they could steal from the neigfabouring farms, and went back to 
the deserts. Those who attempted to civilise the savage, by simply 
teaching him Christianity, seem not to have reflected, how neces- 
sary it was that his mind should be cultivated to some extent 
before he could conqxrehead what rehgum was particularly 
a religion founded on dogmas. The Jesuits formed their estab- 
lishments of conquered and fallen Indians 'belonging to the 
Gnemiis ； a vace, of which a portion, still occupying themoutir. 
taioB south of Paraguay, i& so tstiae that it never does any nyury;, 
In forming a new town, the Jesuits usually took the inhabitants 
of some ancient place for the nucleus of the population ； and 
those who subsequently came tp reside at ,tbe9e establifllMQiients 
w^re «ttiaqted there, not so much by itbe benefits ol* Qi^gtismt^^, 
83 by the prospect of finding aa asylum Against the eppressioat ctf 
t)ie Spaniards, and particularly against the cruelties of the PoHu-. 
guese, by whom they were clwed with bpunds, for the puipose. 
of being sent to perish in the mines. StraU^m as weV as fo^, 
was resorted to by the Jesuits, to multiply the number of the 
Neophytes. 

These missions have afforded, undoubtedly, protection to thd. 
I&diaos ； but instead of preparing them for Chmtiaiiity, by fiititi 
civilising them, the Jesuits only made them automata, whom t|iey. 
made use of for their owp profit. Under their treatmei^tj tia^ 
Indians have continued the same ； for I do not tbiok ths^t ibe^ 
name of reugion should be applied to the mummeries which 
been given to them as religious ceremonies, or the title of civili- 
zation bestowed on the strict system to which they have 
kept. The descendants of those Neophytes, have scarcely ac\y 
advantage over the savage Indians ； and yet, surely, one hundred: 
and fifty years of continued instruction, ought to have left some 
traces behind it. 
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The Jesuits attempt, in their writings, to give a different 
account of those missions; and lay authors, adopting that account, 
have represented them as forming an enchanting country. But 
when we see how strangely the fathers, in their descriptions of 
Paraguay, have misrepresented that which is daily before our 
eyes, we cannot credit them when they speak of themselves. 

On the subject of the Indians aiid the Jesuits, I entirely agree 
with Don Felix de Azara, whose work on Paraguay is distin- 
guished by the fidelity iifid ^cute&i^s^ of its Amb お te^rvftig' 
riiy^f for aQodier ooportunky^ oF iiiifoMing the ceftults of my 
own researches into the state of the Jesuits' missions. つ, 
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CHAP, VIII. 

Conspiracy against Francia ― Manner in fvhich it was de- 
tected ~ Meatures of the Dtcta ま of,i" consequence of that 
Event. 

Whilst the Dictator was thus employed in secur- 
ing the frontiers, a cloud was gathering over his 
head. The leading authors of the late revolution, 
together with those who had been employed in 
the time of the junta and coasulship, now saw 
that theyniuist. aot expect to return to office. 
Some of them were even in chains. All these 
persons were naturally the enemies of Francia. 
Hi$ appoiatment for life excited their resentmait 
to the utmost pitch. The arrival of an emissary 
from Bueaos Ayres was to them a happy event, 
aiKi they determtiied to take advantage of it. This 
individual was Valta-Vargas, who was sent by the 
Director Puyrredon, to try and effect a revolution 
in favour ot Buenos Ayres, by availing himself of 
the diseontent which wa» known to prevail 
amongst the principal families of Paraguay. The 
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imprudence of the envoy very soQn excited suspi- 
cion : and he was, as has been related already, 
arrested ； but his apprehension was productive of 
no positive information respecting the conspiracy. 
The conspirators, finding that tlwy were still 
undiscovered, pursued their plans. There can be 
no doubt, but men were amongst them wno were 
directed by a sentiment of patriotism ； but the 
majority was instigated by wounded pnae,、 by 
hatred, and p^aonal interests* After having, 
contrary to all probability* succeeded in pral6ngK 
ing their secret deliberations for two years, they 
determiiied on pi^ifet^ai measuies ； and fixed on 
Good FrWay, 1820, as the day! for I き beeakin ま 
out of the reroltw Unfortunately fortibem, onejof 
the conspirators having gone: ^ to > confession, t; td^e 
Franciscao, during tiie Lent, told ; every tUn ぎ、 to 
the friar* The latter laid an injuBCtioii on » 據 
penitent, to go directly to the Dictator, and to 
reveal ihe plot to him. The cmler was obeyed, 
and Francia earned to be apprehended every 
person pointed out to him: anvongst others, m» 
old ooUeague, Don Fidgencio Yegrosy was ar<^ 
rested. Meanwhile^ he doubled tbe posts of the 
capital, patrolled the streets himself 'with his 
attendants several nights, aod gave oiiders to the 
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▼arious officers in the country, to ejcercise the 
strictest vigilance in their several stations. 

This conspiracy rendered Franda mudi hioto 
difficult ' of access* He now saw in those who 
approacbed him, only coiispiratoTs and traitors. 
Woe to faim who faappecied to be ia the Diotnidr s 
way; imprisonmeot or imitl labour was- sure to be 
hi& portion. Doctor Frailcia inflicted punisfament 
far everything, for the s】i ゆ t お t fault as well as 
the 'heaviest crime. His. hbr ま e. was^ofnce frightened 
at tbe si^t of an old torrel wMch stood hdkwe 
a dOor ： he had the owiudr. ,o£ the house arrested^ 
before whidi the ^noxidus barrel, was placed, 
lie -was told by' an - infonner, t}iat the oonspirators 
inteaded tot • assagsinate faim when hs went out 
to. > take « bus* daily • exexeise ； . i and conceiving tfaat 
the; narn|w and winding streets, and m par* 
ticulaF the orancre trees, by which they, were 
shaded" tiflbrded facilities *for such an attempt, 
be propose to demolish them. The grealter part 
of the trees were cut down, without the least 
regard to their use in giving shelter against tl^ 
burniag sands of the capital ：• the facades of 
houses, and several houses themselves, were de-* 
molished for the purpose of building new streets, 
or of widening the old ones. But he very soon 
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saw that in order to proceed regularly, he must 
adopt some plan or another : and as he had issued 
no decree, he disavowed the officer by whom these 
demolitions were immediately effected, and com- 
pelled the proprietors to rebuild, at their proper 
cost, the facades vrtiich they had been compelled 
to pull down. He also caused a habitation to be 
raised withiii a barrack outside the town, which 
he occupied occasionally, in order that no one 
might know where he spent his nights. However; 
tQ vary, as it were, the ^apfnrefaensioiis with 
which he was 'tormented, he softietii»e8 '^etit out 
alone, and visited those partd of the city where 
he had never , been accustomed to go. - With' 
respect to the conspirators, h お ctrntetited him^ 
self with sendiHg them to priaron, and cohfiseatkig 
their property : but he razed も hfe house where they 
held their sittings. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Artigas, overcame by one of- his own Lieutenants, takes 
refuge m Paraguay ~ Treatment of him by Franda ― 
Ramirez endeavours to stir up the Country ― Execution 
of the Conspirators. 

Veet nearly about the time that these things were 
going OD in Paraguay, one of the lieutenants of 
Artigas, named Ramirez, ia the province of Entre 
Rios, marched s^mst his stipdrioir, at the head 
of eight hundred of the bravest cavalry. After 
several engagem 節 ts, he succeeded in forcing 
Artigas to retire, with the wreck of his army, 
mto .tiie ruined missions ； and seized the reins of 
power. 

Polk) wed by a thousand men, Artigas presented 
him 耽 If, in September, 1820, on the left bank of 
the Parana, exactly opposite the mission ofYtapua, 
then erne of the posts of Paraguay, and required of 
the Dictator an asylum for himself and his troop. 
The latter immediately sent a squadron of cavalry, 
with orders to make the fugitives pass the rirer, 
adopting at the same time the precaution of 
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admittiBg only a certain number at once. Artigas 
first crossed, and was followed by a party of his 
men ； another body, consisting of Indians, who 
had formerly inhabited the missions, now in rains, 
preferred retinng to their old residence, there to 
form themselves into a new establishment. The 
general was oonducted by an escort to. tbe capital, 
whilst bis companions ill arms were scattered 
throtigh the country. Many of those persons^ 
{laving Io9t all disposition to labour, chose 
adhere to their pres^at mode of life, plimder ； Imt 
they were soon either apprehended or shot. After 
liaidag been semis day a. in a cell of the Convent 
of Mercy, where the Dictator bad placed him, 
Artigafi yras se^t, witlibut beii^ ^hle to^gbtumsAA 
audi^ice, notwithataiidipg hiB pressing suE^icila^ 
tions, to tbe village of Cunigxiaiyv wiueh is:jeigkkv- 
five leagues north-east of 'Assumption. From' that 
place it was impossible far him to escape, but by 
a desert on the Portuguese, side, of^^wMch th^re 
was very little dangar that he /i^aald avail JiAiBlsalf^ 
after tbe excesses be ミ had comovlted 、 BgaisM 
that nation • The Diotutop assigned him :a hjoiuie 
and lands, with thirty - two piastm a months hfe 
pay formerly as lieirtenwt of OhiBLasears, .and 
ordered the gov^nor of the circle to furniBlt him, 
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beaid^, with: whatever aocDmsMKia^Diift be re, 
qiiiiled, and to treat faim.witfa . great jcespect. It 
appe^F« that since that time, Abtigas ivkbdd to ex- 
.prate^ at least in , art, ibe e£h]rse . k)f; iniquity J ね 
nrhkdi he had salang walloivedu At tb&iag0.of skxiy 
be cultivated Mi &nn whh his ovm hftnds^ and ber 
x^ame. tbd father o£ Ahe' poor of/iCuntguaty :：. he 
iiiistrtbiited the greater p3trt o£r> the. piediiee 
.wasmgBt them, gave up all fais-'pay in ireiieving^ 
处 em" and afforded aUii'the .asfiistataofe in hife^ 
jpow^E to tfam^ of them ^wboi laboured 1 uiMler Buik^ 
mBk. The Di も tatbr, on dnfipairt^ mi thus admittiiig 
into: Pam^a^ oi» of jg^atest . ememos, and 
,i0DLt -secumiig to faim: ikd fadnosmmbJe , existence, 
； ma Vatoxaoils^ <m tie liitntel£ eiopreBsiddc tt^ to skew 
bte kte|g^i;d ffeiDiljha. 6bUgaltio]i8i!of hospitality, m> 
wfill ) understood zmongBkiike I^araguasumsv 

In Uiis mamier tevsoAxi^Atd politic^ dstreer 
pi iUrtigas^ The . neW (rUkskf of JEotret Rios^ JSah 
immz; seitt^ to the . Dictator ； sin^ral お noes, lofficeis 
.wMbr firieodiy overtoces. .With a view of gaming 
Jmsk oveiv 1^ placed at hisi dispesal Canqxell the 
Iridunao^ お ま well as' "his Secmtary. . Bi8doya> a 
native of Paiagusy^ beth of whom bwA, at. a 
former taoe^ under Artigss^ caused a great desrl 
of injury to be done to the comonerce of Parairuav ： 
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hmk ihe f Biotfttoar put . .the f officers in dmins, and: 
emtonted' himsetf with placing ike two {Nri8oiie]r& 
inider dbB care / Jof the commands of ¥illa del 
Filter tbe immth of tiu^ Paraguary.^ Ramirez 
beiqg rafismed by mercluaits of the treatmeat q£ 
his eaiisfiajries^ «sol¥ed to attack, the DictiakQF, 
Tiiere ids ； bqd' doubt but itfaak a suddM imnan 
sion st tiM timawouU have been crownM * ！ 
siiceess.: but nn?ioquamted« as he was with the 
state o£ ithe ' finootterg^ this j General exbkusted : la 
gfOod f8Btt e£i the )rdar ia ooBceatratiitg hm foidcee 
Cl<Mrieiites« .whet e(he ； opened a carrespamdeBce 
tke- nudcmtentak of jdie interioir^ - by; meam 
iji mmm of the i sftbabhants of Paimgaagr' wllo < bald 
tetumed bnma.' ' Tba Dicjbalor, asr^sooai^ajS'ke wto 
afpixiised x»£ Idie. pBspwaikniSi <began lay RaaiMrcta^ 
Ddsohied ' to fim D»;mq« ' passports £or .gatagi oiit df 
Batragvay, and assemblisd an army of heart ^^000 
mdnoat Vll^ del Pilfanr, f with whieh ke prcqnased 
to gtiMTd -th& passes^ of' Jthe Pamna. ^nned 
toals otdeied to sa^l as far aa ConaeoteB; 
to/i^eooiinoitve the movements .ef tim eiiiraiy v Th^ 
kitteir bad' apw kis attenticm. drawn to Btudnos 
Ayres, iimt thenar proceeded no fiuitkdr ttntn 
these ddnKmstraticmia. A letter of Ramic^ 
sedretly addressed to Fulgenckx Yegros, of whose 
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appreheusioii he was ignorant, fell into the- haoidb 
of Francsia^ by some awkwardness of ； the person 
who . was to deiiver it. The. lett^ was shewn by 
him tO;lio. tme ; but judgmg by las subsequent 
actions, it would appear tbat it oofiteined pro^ 
pomlfi &r . a. isewlL He.. saw: now し that he. mpm 
about 4io be attaekedi fnam^ without; and. he 
rearivcKl" in. dnler 'to atisk: any nKynemmt" a* 
hom^r to rid himself of «tfaftviO(]MpiFatars vs^mam 
still ittjcbaim" ' fie '； hegm ^bjri oideiing Ae^^ besrit ； 
of itfae お tev toifae aitd the. ftnaatsm tx^im 

QMtQrial ' fte.idwa latter, he - dnectadi tk$t they i 

€tk»rfim(^mfiiQ9m l^i«li>4uiii^ tbedr tiirii> denomiGed 
xiUMts. 、！? lii0)Miai|ir«teiB Micre' awwe of the き 

BpABftHin^^.tik^ fil«ri,.^«r. byrMdfing to tkm 
i8%v|ig^ IndiadB lof. Choeat ： £}fanbd,i whom itkey も" 

be>ii£»i4i<6f Jffmifm.^M9wenr^ ibey xwuaoed' per* 
fectly jMietiw"MMiuttUoiiMd "];f«palvM ifto-te ， 

ah^wat^. of t mikii^^ AiBdiig^I'm^it mbo ，er お • » ' 
g^titl ri^arteiMei is^ their fjcoitnigtt, i^meeodiA ， 
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ftom the expectation they entertained of every 
moment hearing of an invasion by Ramirez. 

'！ Hie exatiimation to which the prisonenB were sub" 
jected, tods: place in tbis manner : 一 The Dictafor 
gave a set of written questions each day to ms ftrst 
secretary. The latter put them to the prisoner ia 
the piiesence of an officer and register, ttnd brougiM 
back tlie answers to the Dktetor, V9ho， when they 
were insi^eient, snt tlie'^risoaer to the " CfaanH 
ber of TrirtV' tbe name ci* the place where th も 
torttire was applied i Them 'he received firbm (mfe 
to tiro, himibed; bt6iKs> of ia iea&dr whip on tbe 
baek; vrben the enattiiimtkm tebomtaenced. Tim 
operation was; repeated ' sometimes mety two or 
three days, oa the Mine iochmdual; qatil ys^aii^ 
swers Mfete audi * a& to^isatidy i^i Dictator. The 
prifioner then signed the i exanuxnitioa j ^ 'Some M 
tbese tmfortudate pmonsiredcwed thhs, ttt diS&r^ 
ent times, as many as Ave handred ias&es^ atM yet 
ti6 -ctofeAiiim could be' wrang frdtn tlmm ；' m&'B 
semrMt, imtn whom; ^hey thoiigbit ' of > extM^iig 
some ibloTEiatioii relative 4x> Uis. maiKter, fell a vic- 
tim to Tthis severity sobiier Ibsm utter な word. 

The exMoinatuxi being over, they proceeded 
next to exectttoiii when tbe* accused were shut by 
four or eight at a time. Tliough overwhelmed by 
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the sufferings which they had endured, they all 
died with the greatest fortitude^ and some Mridi tiie 
cries of " Long live tbeCountty ! れ on titeir lips. 
A young man of the name of Montiel, who wa3 
not mortally wounded by the shot he received, 
rose up to give orders for a fresh discharge^ 
Another individual, named Juan Pedro Gaballero, 
took the resolution of exempting himself fimn the 
torture and execution, by an act of suicide. The 
following words, traced in charcoal, were found on 
the walls of his dungeon : " I know that siucide 
is contrary to the law of God and of man ； . but the 
tyrant of my country shall hot strengthen himself 
with my blood." This being concluded, the bodies 
remained, stretched in the attitude in. which death 
had left them, before the habitation of the Dicta ，： 
tor. It was not until evening that the relations 
were allowed to carry away and hide the corpses, 
(in which, from the excessive heat of the climate* 
putrefaction had already begun), from the voracity 
of the birds of prey that had been seen hovering 
owv them throughout the day. 
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CHAP. X. 

Mare Executions 一 Their mischievous Effect on the national 
Character ~ Distrust and Terror ~ Persecution of the 
Spaniards, 

These scenes were repeated almost every two 
months, up to the middle of the year 1822, when 
forty victims perished in this manner. It should 
be mentioned, that the Dictator spared the lives 
of several inaividuals who were acquainted with 
the plot, although they took no active part in it ； 
but he suffered them to languish in the state pri- 
sons, where they might be said to have died a 
daily death. He treated in the same way the 
wife of one of the conspirators, who, upon the 
arrest of her husband, took the resolution of 
putting together the broken threads of the con- 
spiracy. Though detected, and put in irons, sne 
still repeated every day, " Had I a thousand lires 
to lose, I would risk them all to destroy this 
monster." 、 

The result of tiie examination which the con- 
印 irators had undergone, was never made public : 

F 2 
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nothing, therefore, is known of their designs, ex- 
cept what the Dictator, and the three persons 
entrusted with the management of it, were pleased 
to give. The latter never alluded to the subject, 
except with extreme circumspection, . But it is 
pretty certain, that the conspirators meditated the 
design of dispatching Fraiicia and his head offi- 
cers, and seizing the reins of government. The 
Dictator stated, at the time of the first arrests, 
that not only himself, but every person in office, 
was to be d 球 troyed ； apd that the conspirators, 
after having possess 琴 4 themselvcjs of the effects of 
their yigtimsi were tp deliver up. the country to 
Buenos , Ayres. 3ut the;se accui^iops are. alto- 
gether incredible ； fpr the le^dler3 of the entta:- 
prize, it was well known, were men <rf integrity, 
ai^d eniove4 qonsid^rable property ； and with re- 
spect to the Qther con/ipiratOTs, they were capable, 
no doubt, of! coi^mittiog aay excess.; but, it is 
probable, they wouia have sought a share in the 
govepinaent, rather than a change of masters. 
However, the , reports thus put in circulaiiou by 
the Dictator h?Ld their effect. Those who held 
office, from the highrat to the lowest, felt thmn - 
selves happy at escaping such great dangers, and 
naturally becfime more dewted to the .iiulividual 
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who had been the instrument of their deliverance. 
The people also, whose order supplied all these 
retainers, at once saw that, if a revolution were 
effected in favour of the upper ranks, they must 
necessarily lose their eligibility to place, took part 
with the Dictator. When we add to these causes, 
the intimidation which his severity had produced 
on the public, we shall no longer woiider that 
Francia should have been able to find so great a 
お umber of satellites, who were ready to ' execute 
hiB orders.' In this instance, as in all others, 
the feilure of a hostile attack only served to in- 
crease the power of hita agamst whom it was 
directed. From * this time forward the Dictator 
had no other enmity to fear than that which came 
from without. 

Another effect of these executions was, to 
change the national character in one of its most 
lionourable points. The Paraguasians were dis- 
tinguished, above every other people of South 
America, by a spirit of harmony, ^ich made 
them, as it were, one family. Now, unfortu- 
hately, brother was seen to denounce brother ~ 
fathers to accuse their children. Doubtless they 
were driven to this by torture ； but suspicion was 
general; and penetrated into the bosom of families: 
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JNo one dared to become the depositary oC his 
neighbour's secret, lest he should be deemed an 
accomplice • The latter must therefore completely 
isolate himself. When friends met, they coldly 
saluted each other, biit did not converse : no 
more partiei^ 一 the women even gave up their pri- 
vilege of; speech 一 the guitar, the inseparable com - 
panioa of every inhabitant of Paraguay; was mute. 
The result of this state of things was, &at de- 
spondency and a sort of stupor seized all ranks, 
and made each person indifferent to his own or his 
neighbour's misfortunes. 

However, we did not so much participate in 
those feelings, until one morning all of a sadden 
a mend of ours, Don Andrez Gomez, with whom 
we lived for two years under the same roof, was 
apprehended. We were all at break&st when 
a . grenadier of the Dictator's guard entered the 
apartment and took him into custody. Since 
that moment he has been kept in chains, with* 
out any clue whatever being given to fhe motives 
of ' his arrest. He was a merchant who was 
profiting by the licences which the Dictator had 
gnmted him, and who, from motives of gratitude 
as well as oi interei^, would have been the 
last person to conspire against Francia. It may 
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ha^ gO; haj^pened that, during an excursion to 
Buenos Ayres, something may have fallen from 
him, which being reported to the Dictator, had 
p^ea him bflSsnce. 

Wken : an individual was once placed in this 
degrading situation, all Ms family were treated 
as if they had been the objects of an anathema : 
no one could visit them without becoming in- 
sj:antiy ^ suspected person. Whoever endeavouced 
to hpld' communication with any state prisoner 
Wag instantly arrested, as was the case with 
Mveral woinea who had interchanged a few 
words with OiAir husbands through a grate. 

The other towns, indeed the whole country 
well as the capital, were placed under the 
same rigid' discipline. The governor and alcaldes 
committed' the gmatesi enormities, under the 
pretext f of taking - measures /or the general secu- 
rity. >Theic whole employ memt consisted ia 
fink) ぎ, knprisoning, or fledging their country- 
men.; and' this iniquitoujs course they pursued 
with the: more rigour, as they were aware that 
the Dictator would listen to no complaint. It 
is easy to believe that under a system like this 
there was jplenty of informers, some taking 
up the office from subserviency, others for 
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revenge. For instance, a woman out of jealousy 
accused her krrer ' of having uttered offensive 
6:Kpre88iol]s against the Dictator, who ord^ned 
the unfortunate man to receive a hundFed blowsu 
But the latter was so averse to this disgracefiil 
puhiabment, that he begged to be shot rather 
tisan undergo it, and his: aipplicatioB was im- 
mediately cofmptied with* The Dictator, how* 
ever, was never known to reward either a spy 
Of informer : on the 、 contrary, be so justly 
appreciated their ehaaracter, that he diemiseed 
some officers who had acted for him in that 
capacity, as soon as he had no fhHher use of 
tii^iir senrices. 、： 

Lest any bad impression should arise in the 
general opmion from the circumsliince that 
pttnifidtoient had been hitherto confined to the 
Creoles, as in fact all the conspirators consisted 
tX persons of that caste, Fraiicia determined to 
direct a bio 曾 at the Spaniards. Thtis under 
the pretence of finding fault with some mason- 
work, which one of them had been entrusted to 
erect, the Dictator had him shot in June, 1821. 
Two days after this execution he issued an order, 
calling on all the Spaniards inhabiting the city 
and places within a league of it, to assemble in 
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t^ee hours at tbe square in front of the govern- 
ment hoXise. This order contained numeraus 
OCTOplaintB against the Spaniards ； they 曹 ere 
accused, amongst other tilings, o£ obstriK^tuig the 
proceediii^ of . government. Nothing ' coul4 
be mone. unfimnded than this tsperskm, &r 
the, Spaniards applied themselyes to bjusmess 
and notbing el$e» aad lived in the most . reservt^d 
mam^r, ^nwar^f that as . Spaniards^ . they waulA 
h6 watched with pwtioiiiar vigfilanoe. As boob a$ 
tk^Y were coUei^ted in the square, .to tihe number 
of: upwards of i&roe i hundred, they were led to 
prison, where, tb^j were crowded - togetker^ in 
fifties, in rooms which had but one general door 
aad one window, for all of them. Th^e werie 
closed at nigtMi. By day^ thfey wer^ allowed to 
walk in a small yard. - Doubtless, it was>aa ai^r 
count of this indulgence, that the Dictator consi* 
dered the Spaniards ds heaving been very weU 
treated, insomuch, that he would not suffer thein 
to be called prisoners, but recluses. The late 
governor of Paraguay, a respectable old man, 
of this number : he fell a victim to this severity, 
after a short illness, during yrhich he found it im-i 
possible to procure meclical a^^tance. Hi&govmi* 
meat had been distinguished by it& justice ； and. 
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after Ms fall, . he still ^ireserved ihe respect of all 
ranks. . Cdnlcairy. to the praelice of SpiMtisb^go- 
ye»ors, he yiras sDilafhitweBted in.Jns office, that 
flfibet he had beea oteposed, he i^^g indebted 《欲 
istthnstcjiice .to. a filnd which was collected for 
iiim by countrymen etery mouth. In ptoce&s 
«f Ibaei some jof 翻 prisoners; such were of 
tbe Immblest condition, wefe enlarged ；: but they 
itfe^ compelled (to i wjithcbaMT, some fcrar lieagues, 
others teiHeagae»^ distance trom the capital: The 
more, dntingui^dued persons remained in priMn 
oewly ntiQteei&i months. -' In 'Dedem^r, 1822, 
tihey . lec wered '- their liberty ； bat even then/ it 
ims)upoii t^e:banl:GommKm' of oaving, in three 
da^, ^a^fiae of 150,000 piastses; The pretext 
fleisidedbiby tihe Dictator for this imjust levy, wa^ 
tte MoeMi ゆ he under of fitting out an arma- 
firaiit to > protect the eommief cial inteit^ourse which 
he wa$ abottt^ to ;ire8imie wiA the southern pro- 
iri&oei»:^he p^dalsed' those wh<i were the objects 
extorticms, d; proportion of the licenses to 
tafcde; whieb up to that time, they had not en- 
jfOyed; 'But 私 is was ail fraud, commerce stood 
ifi need of na protection ； because, in the course 
c^that year, the disorders which existed in Ehtre 
Rios, Santa Fe, and Buenos Ay res, had com - 
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fslefeely neased,' at»i all these states maiAtafhsed 
the* わ est: ね nd 枕 standin お with eacb otlier. In faet^ 
tjie: Dictator ' ififtted; out lio BrnHuneUt ； nor did 

open 4he>port of Assiimptiotf ; ； Has polity in 
having recourse to this ^fiscal measure, was to rasa 
the Spanish families which still formed the 
ing class, if not of the country, at least of the 
capital. The money was exacted upon such a 
rigorous principle, that one individual having died, 
his contingent was levied on his orphans, although 
they were Creoles. The object of the Dictator 
was almost completely attained ； for the greater 
part of the Spaniards, unable to a1 tend to their 
aftairs for a long time; and consequently not 
being in a condition to meet the demands of the 
Dictator, were reduced to absolute poverty. 
Three of them were kept ia prison for default of 
payment : several others were enabled to make up 
their proportion only through the kindness of 
some generous Creole merchants, who came fiw- 
ward in tneir behalf. The Paraguasians generally 
buried in oblivion their national antipathy on this 
occasion ； ana m compassion for the misfortunes 
of their enemies, liberally assisted them, forgetful 
of the consequences which their generosity might 
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draw upon them. In the midst of so many atro- 
cities, it was quite a relief to see the podr 
bamsbed creatures welcomed .wherever . they 
went; fed, and clothed, ami even supplied 
with the means of employing their industry by 
tlie Creoles. 
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CHAP. XI. 

The DictiUor，8 Treatment ぜ Siranger9-r>-M, Banplandr^ 
The Interference that was made in his Favour, ： atfhi 
aggravates the evils of his Situation. 

The persecution of the Spaniards was general 
throughout the South American states, but no* 
whwe was it accompanied by so much injustice as 
in Paraguay. There they were not of the same 
description as the Spaniards elsewhere, namely, 
men taken from the lowest walks of life, and sent 
from the mother country, like a privileged race, to 
enjoy good places and suDsist on extortion. Para- 
guay was too poor for that. In that country they 
applied themselves to busuiess, . without having 
the slightest facility, which was not given to every 
body else. The fortunes which they posBessad 
were acquired m the most legiiimate maimer ; 
and, as they intermarried with Creoles, their jn:^- 
perty remained in the country. In this way tbe 
rich families in Paraguay were founded, for the 
natives themselves are too indolent to accumulate 
wealth by their industry. The sole advantage 
which the Spaniards enjoyed over the other inha- 
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bitants, consisted in a preference which was given 
to them in the appointment of cabildos and other 
officers, to which, however, the Creoles were not 
ineligible. It was to be expected then, that, at 
the begmning of the revolution, the Spaniards 
would hive endeavoured to keep the reins of go- 
vernment in their hands ； but having signally 
faited in that attempt, they fully acquiesced in the 
Mw border of things. ' How unjust was it then^ to 
revenge on these innodeht persons the three cen* 
tofies of wirodgs which Spain had inflicted xin her 
colonies ！ ノ 
. During the progress df tbe crad and unreldntmg 
tyiBxtay of Francia, loreigners were ttie only per- 
sons to whom he appeardd desirous of extending 
き Blxghtest indulgence* At tiie time of our ani- 
yal in Paraguay, we found only a few of that cltos; 
but a considarable immber came afterw^eirils, coh; 
ftuitixig <rf English/ Prench^ Italian^ la all abbui 
forty persokis. Exc^t an English - pfaysioian. 
Doctor Parlet, Mf. Longchamp and myseb, all 
the strangers at Assumption were merchante, 
attracted there by (he advantages of the licenses 
which ofiered, at that time, unbounded ' profits* 
HowevA', like ourselvds^ they were all disap- 
pointed^ and fell into the net ； for they were pre- 
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veQted from departing by the closing <rf the port 
la daily expectation of s^ing the conuBunicatioiis 
with other countries restored^ they fbrbore to 
tifaffio with the interior, and lived upon the means 
which they had brought with them.. Some of 
these persons, who had been? jOtn^poaUy .mechaniesi 
had recourse to thoir rosp^^ti^e trades for - 
sistence, and, experiea^cing Ap 脚 lestatioa from 
either Francja.or wy of the autboriti^a, they wore 
generally loojc^d upon as pcoteoted ipereons. Fw 
myself I cao only wy, that I hmB evi^ry reasQiitto 
be grateful for ,recfiptioa yrkich I met with; in 
my excursioii9 to tbe ^ inU^not, , from the various 
autbonties • I Md， it.U, true, h^m admitted :tp 
several private amdi^iXces by the I)ictatorT-ra>oifci 
cumstance which .was looked . Inpoia : as . .a n^f k of 
very, high favour. ;StiIl it was jLeoossary itoi be 
vexy circumspect^ paxticulwly for those "vhoi maagd 
with mea of all ranks partiesliodiserimiiiktt 咖 ' 
Very, fortunately for we w^te ia a/CQilditiM 
that enabled us to gain the gpcJd will of the jAhfir 
bitauts. However, the arrest of Mr. BoApkmdj 
which took pkce towards the olo8e of 1821, bavAA 
not but alarm eve^ry. foreigner, although the Djkstoi 
tor endeavoured to remove dur sqpfirdi^iona* 
On the 28th December^ I r^Uriied/iWMtx ^ jouroejT 



THE REION OF 



to Villa Real, andy next morning, presented myself 
at die govsernment house, accoxdiiig to custom, to 
deh^er my passport to the Dkii^r き I was intro- 
duced to him in the gallery, he usually 
gave audience. After some questkms, ke informed 
me tlfit Mr. Bonplatid was bis prisoner mtm 
days. "Mr. Bonpland," said he, "formed aa 
establifihnimt, fen: 、tlie' preparatioa of the barb of 
Paraguay, with the Indians, who, after Artigas's 
salmuision, settled themselves in the ruined mis- 
aM» of EtoU^ Rm. He wanted to establish re; 
Itttkms With mer and came twioe for the {Mtrpose 
tovtbe ieft bank tof i^ ^ Parana, op^site Ytapim, 
Mftth4ii(>at4hM '£pom the lodiaa chief, written in 
hiirawii Now 'I could not allow the' hei^b 
toibe pnepared'ici those countiies^ which, besidiesi 
belong to us 一 it would injure tlia < commerce - of 
Puipiay ; aad I twas ttndier the xiecefisitytof aeoA- 
ing iwr hondred men there, who destroyed the 
esteblishmeint, and brought away sev^al prisoners, 
aisottg whom waa Mc. Bonpbuid/' I eDdeavooved 
to ejce«se the celebrated travel!^, but be -imme- 
diately imposed 说 ence on tnq, addmg, in an angry 
ton€^ It 16 not for attemptii^ to prepare the 
upon my teiritory that I feel offimddd with 
him ： it is because he haa made an allidaoe with 
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my enemies, the Indians, whom you youts^lf, 
during your captivity amongst ihem, must tov あ 
well known. In short, 1 fotmd amcrngst Mr* 
Bonpland's papers two letters, one from' Rantifes,' 
tiie other from his lieutenant, Garcia^' で obk 
maads at Buada, bath cwrobohtting; my flus« 
picions, that this ei^ablishnieiit wsis fortAed foF no) 
other purpose than to facilitate the iBTaiacMi o£< 
Paragte/y." ' ' 'ノ' ••• -' や'、'》'"；：'； 

Frokn what I have ' ' since ' letaUd, I peradfte- 
that the Dietator UM me' dhly iialf the tfuKh — for 
he suppressed the *fict^ < that ，！ tia soldiers- diad < 
masBsevbd a paprty ofilfidites^tiat Mr;' Sbnplsmlv 
withoafc'tfae ieast pfGNnotatioti; ， redeked a bidw of 
a sabre from one f of thlsm-^that his properly vm' - 
pliuidered-'-aiid thit vUiK>ttt * aiiy pity for kkf sdf* 
ftrings, they conduoted' hind ' with iions oir hhr 
fekt to Santa Maria, the ehie£pteoe わ f the laksiom," 
on - the left bank' of the Parana. In the ^oursfe of 
tluB journey, Mr, Bcmpkiid, forgetting * that be 
Wa^aoKHigst his en^ias^ altettdedtthe eddiera <tf 
the ]MetaM>r,' 碰 o bad been wcninded in tkm lexpe^ * 
dkion; ' A» to ' the .politioal >de6igti9 inipoted Jto^ 
him; it woold be abstifd^ tl^ credit < them. ， I If Miv い 
Bonpland littered into ftny Telatitfns' u witi^ the * 
chieft of"Eiitreilio き, it waA bdcMte tlrtir - ptx>tecw 

G 
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twa was essential to his undertaking : and further, 
at- the very time when they appr/^heQd^ l^im, the 
head of Ramirez had been exppsed sQnacitim^ 
an iron cage at Santa Fe. As sopn, hpwever, 抑 
the Dictator was apprised of the treatment ^bicht 
Mr. Bonpland had received, he orderetd お s ironA 
to be removed, then restored the part pf tb^ pro- 
perty which bad wc&ped' the phmder ' ofi ,the sol, 
diers, and assigned him a residence in the town 
<rf Santa Maria, with the liberty of going only a 
few leagues round it« .Finding. ,his ef£&$ ！ to get 
back to Assumption ' ineffectual, Mr. Bonpland 
settled himself in a plaee betweeoi Saata BCaria> 
and Ss^ta 'Rosa, in a 'Spot called: Cemto, or the 
Lktle Hill. In this place he was still ,reaidii^ 
wfaeu we left Paraguay', devoting himself to :a^* 
culture, which sc^cely furnishes him with t^ie 
means of subiusteace, dad beloved aqclrei^pected 
by the inbabitahts of the country, to whom he ha& 
proved himself a considerable bdnefactpr by hm 
general knowledge, and hig skill as a physician: 
But separated as he is from all the objects of his 
affections, oftw 'in want of othe necessaries of lj£e, 
unable to puri^ue his favorite studies, and having 
scarcely any other society than the agents of the 
Dktator, or some of the poor Indians, his situation. 
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ifi truly hunentable. In vain htivfe some of his 
countrymen at Monte Video exerted themselves td 
pzDcure his liberty — the interference of the Court 
o£ . Rio Janeiro has been ev^ imsuccessfuL The 
more linteielst timt was raised for his prisoner, the 
more Francia rejoiced in having him in his power. 
The chivalrous attempt of Mr. Grandsire, who pre- 
sented himself towards the close of 1824, on the 
Parana, as a naturalist, dispatched by the Institute 
of France, to effect the release of Mr, Bonpland, 
did him more injury than good. The Dictator 
spoke to me of this matter a short time before our 
departure, in very plain terms, so as to satisfy me 
that he suspected the French very much, and 
believed, that they entertained hostile views 
towards the ancient colonies of Spain*. He 
added, " I have heard of Mr. Grandsire cm 
his first voyage to Buenos Ayres, and I know 
that he is much more employed with politics, 
than natural history. I have no objection to his 

• When Mr. Grandsire applied for permission to go to As- 
sumption, the Dictator replied, that that was not the time to 
suffer Frenchmen to come to America. The project for con- 
ferring the ancient Vice Royalty of Buenos Ayres, on the Prince 
of Lucca, and the late war, indisposed him very much against 
this nation. 
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leaving this, but let him take care not to come 
back." 

We sincerely hope that other efforts will be 
attended with more success, and that the com- 
panion of the illustrious de Humboldt's travels 
may speedily be restored to liberty and the 
sciences. 
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CHAP. XII. 、 

The only way in which a Person can escape from the 
Country. 一 M. Escoffier fails in an attempt to avail 
htmself oj t" 

The tranquillity which strangers continued to 
enjoy, was disturbed by another event. One of 
those persons, Mr. Escoffier, a native of Nice, 
being unsuccessful m his undertakings, and find- 
ing himself without any resources, adopted the 
courageous resolution of flying from Paraguay. 
In order to give an account of the manner in 

、 

wnich he partly executed his plan, and to furnish, 
at the same time, some notion of the state of cap- 
tivity in which the inhabitants of an extent of 
country, equal at least to that of France, were 
held, 一 it becomes necessary to enter into some 
details. 

At high water, and auring the time when the 
Paraguay spreads itself over the surrounding 
plains, there is a possibility of escape by that 
river : but it is requisite in the first place for the 
fugitive to go down the river in a boat, proceeding 
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only by night, and concealing himself by day in 
the brambles and reeds that grow plentifully on 
the banks ； but when the stream falls within its 
ordinary limits, he cannot avoid getting into 
the hands of the sentinels which are continually 
crossing the current^ for the purpose of watchkig 
not only the Indians, but every single vessiel that 
passes. Every passenger was requited to 、 have 
the Dictator's pai^sport, in which the object of 
his journey is set out, and in defavilt of s^^h a 
document he is liable to be arrested qa the spot, 
it has happened that some smugglers . were 
enabled two or three times to deceive the guards, 
but ultimately they were caught and put to deaJtb. 
Such is the state of the Wjestem firontier : the 
Southern and Eastern frontiers are secured in 
the like manner. Escape on either of the や 
sides would be still more difficult on accoimt of 
the marshes and impenetrable forests^ whi ゆ pre? 
vent, all approach, except in particnlar. spots that 
are well guarded. In 1 822， the Dictator erected 
a fort in a place called the Tranguera of San 
Miguel, in wl^^ich four hundred cavalry were 
stationed, who occasioually scoured the country 
in detachments as far as Ytaty on one side, and 
the river Uruguay on the other. These troops 
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would serve as afi advanced post in time of war, 
ix> prevent the people of Gorrientes from pre- 
paring the herb of Paraguay in these missions, 
and to keep up communications with Brazil. 
With respect to the Northern frontier, no one 
could attempt to pass in tiiat direction without 
being amply provided for the journey; for there 
is a desert bf more than one hundred and fifty 
leagues to be caressed. Besides which, the tra- 
veller limst go tiirbugh such places as Curugaty, 
Villa Real, &c" ★here the police is very active 
and vi^lant. The only way of escape is to pro- 
ceed direct to Grand Chaco, sailing' down the 
Paraguay by night, which can be d<me 、 without 
any gi^t difficulty. Onc6 th さ re, the traveller 
follows the course of the river through a desert 
of ninety l^gues, keeping a certain distance 
from the bank, to' も scape th6 observation of the 
sentineb, until he arrives oil the border of the 
Parana, oppdsife Corrientes. It is easy for him 
then to make signals by fire to the inhabitants <rf 
that place, む always ready to assist such 
persons. This'pafii^tgie lm& been made known by 
yarkyus expeditions iu the tiae of tfce Spaniards ； 
also by the accounte given by those who were 
prisoners amongst the Indians, and by the India 惶 8 
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tbj^m^e^lves* . During our residence at Paraguay, 
several persons succeeded h;^ escaping by that 
wgiy, altbougl) it was beset witti dangers. Not 
to mention those which arise from savages, frcm 
j^lgars, and serpents ； the fugitive, besides bei^g 
obliged to tcayerse on foot imioense forests of 
thpfny tre^s an4 shrubs^ is continually liable to 
lose himself iu these wildernesses, to be stopped 
by immdatipos, or to see his provi^oQs exhausted. 
Lastly^ he incurs the danger of perishing in (me 
of those immense conflagrations which are pro - 
ducied sometimes by the I^ans, aad sometiibea 
by; lightniDgv aad which ofteiitime^ consume the 
verdure of these countries. 

PeriL) evea sijic^ as these wer^ unable to damp 
the courage of Mr, Escoffier. Attended by four 
free negroes, he succeeded iu escaping from Ash 
swoptioa to Grand Chaco, in the middle of the 
year 1823. A negress, yrho had lived with one 
of th^ men, followed them, altiiough she wad 
then in a state of pregnancy. Two months 
after tms, news came to the capital that Mr. 
Escoffier, with oi^ of the negroes, aad the negtess, 
had .beea arrested some leagues below Ne^mbucu, 
aad brought into that town. ' Every one, even ' 
the partisans of the Dictator, interested them- 
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selves for this young man. It was generally 
believed that he would have been condemned to 
death, which was the usual punishment assigned 
for persons arrested under similar circumstances; 
and some Englishmen who had been privy to his 
design, and who had, in all probability, given 
him some letters to take to Buenos Ayres, be 翁 
came very much alarmed. However, nothing of a 
suspicious nature was found amongst his papers ； 
and not even the application of torture could 
extort from the )poor negro a single word which 
could warrant the committal of any other person 
whatever. When the Dictator found out that Mr. 
Escoffier's views, in this clandestine attempt, were 
unconnected with political objects, he directed 
that the prisoner should remain merely under 
the care of the commandant of Neembucu, who, 
although disposed to treat the young man with 
every civility, yet, considering his euterprize and 
skill, found it necessary, for his own sake, to 
secure him by putting chains on his feet. Mr 
Eacoffier was allowed, during the day, to remain 
iu a- little tan-house, which he had constructed 
since his apprehension ； add the negro was sent to 
the public gaol at Assumption. This man had 
acted as cook to us on a former occasion ； and 
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when he was allowed to go out, in order to beg for 
charity, he called at- our residence, accompanied 
by a guard, and gave us the following details re* 
spectilig their unfortunate journey. ' As soon as 
night closed in, they passed down tibe river, taking 
with them 8om6 provisions, a few knives* and a 
small a^e only; which shewed great want of fore* 
sight, ' Had Mt. Escoffier been unable to get a 
gtanv v^iiich eeftainly was not imfHiHsusible, bows 
aiid ariwi^ would have been, to a certain extent^ 
a good 8iA>firt:itute ； but he even neglected to pro* 
vide himi^* Wi& fishl^ig-hooks. T&ey proceeded 
for two days in a wcisterly direction, with a- view 
of 'Feaihing the dipper - ba&k, and ' to avoid the 
inrriuss. At the eiod of either the Beoond or third 
day> they dkfcoveired that they weare enveloped in 
ociid of thx)Be teoAflagrations, <>f which! have already 
siioken. To' prevent ite reaching tiiem, they Had 
itecourse'-to the conution ext>edient of setting fire 
to the dry grass where they i^tood^ which kept the 
ground to leeward ^perfectly safe. This was the 
onl ダ aocident the party ' toet With during the first 
week 4>f' tiieir journey. They we*e ddayed some 
days by th せ iltoess and dtoth of erne of the negroes, 
who was indisposed at the time of their setting 
outy and was unable to endure the fatigues of the 
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expedition. After that they began to distinguish 
the Indian fires, aad had every reason to appre- 
heod that they would hare beea detected by the 
smoke ； they, were tfaerefoiief unable to ： do: afty 
thing wbateveor fox themselves. But the most 
fetal, event of all was, . tmix having: been . ixivolved 
in an immense /fidade> in tiie midst of a for^st^ 
from wlkich there waa only o&e outlet. Hete they 
waodeced about for fifteeiii dmfs, without heinff 
dble to,fi^d eveob the Airesnie by wbich th^y bad 
peoetmted. At. , last they ' .succeeded in —ting 
Qttt, but all , their, jpdmrisions , were gone. One of 
tke 'negroesr^ whouweat in ) search o£a ixtrmea pig^ 
wa» bitten . by. a serpent, and die(L;'» another お U ti 
vkdm, tb the. various; c^lasuttese jwhich' befei the 
party. The two i jsuryi ving mea land »tiie'>QegieB8 
continued their journey, subsisting on wild fruits 
and Guinea pigs, when they could take them. 
They passed the river Vermejo or Colorado, which 
abounds with fish, by means of a raft. If they had 
been only provided with hooks, they might have 
been able to lay in such a stock of food as would 
have done for them during the remaining fifteen 
or twenty leagues^ which would have brought 
them to the height of Corrientes ； but, destitute of 
those instruments, ami having been without pro- 
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visions for several days, they proceeded towards 
the banks of the Paraguay. There they made a 
small raft, and crossed the river, for the purpose 
of getting provisions in some lonely cottage ； after 
which it was their intention to go back to Chaco, 
and resume their journey. It unfortunately so 
happened, that the very first person they met on 
the left bank was a sergeant of militia, who 
arrested them. In vain Mr. Escoffier strove to 
defend himself with his axe ； his strength was so 
reduced, that he could do no more than inflict a 
very slight wound on his antagonist, whilst the 
latter, with one blow of his sabre on the head, 
made him measure Ins length on the ground. 
Sevemi assistants came up, and the three fugitives 
were secured and sent to Neembucu. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

The Dictator endeavours to isolate Paraguay more and 
mare 一 Stagnation of Commerce.— Alliance with Brazil 
― Unjust Reprisals against Santa Fe ~ Tne Spaniards 
are condemned to civil death. 

I HAVE already stated, that wnen the DictMor 
knew that he was on the eve of being attacked 
by Ramirez, he suspended 、 the granting of 
licenses ： but he very soon saw that Paraguay 
could not do without trade. Now and then 
vessels arrived with cargoes : but they were not 
allowed to return, and the country had no vent 
for its productions. In the first place, the system 
of licenses, and next the absolute prohibition 
against any person leaving the country, had the 
effect of lowering prices so much that the pro- 
prietors were on the point of ruin. The mer- 
chants whose warehouses were glutted with the 
herb of Paraguay and tobacco, saw their capital 
not only unproductive but every day sensibly 
decreasing, in consequence of the deterioration 
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which their property was daily undergoing, and 
the expenses of keep. The simplest way of re- 
lieving them would have been to open the port, 
or at least to recur to the system of licenses ： but 
the Dictator refused to tak^ any step, alleging that 
Buenos Ayres had violated her treaty in im- 
posing ta 4«ity the importation of th^ h»b akd 
tobacc6. But this duty had existed during the 
time of the licenses, so that the Dictdtor referred 
to it merely as a subterfuge. The fact was, that the 
disorders which had agitated the South Americaa 
republics werq at an end ： and their goTemmeoLts 
l^ing B5OW legally organized, Francia dreaded 
paore dpmg^ to his person from the tranquillity 
which they now enjoyed, than he , had from the 
preceding* wars. It was under these circupi- 
staQces^ that, although he was neither a disciple 
Dpr partisan of the Jesuite, he had recourse to ope 
pf their fuadam^ntal maxims, in order to combine 
thg trade of Paraguay with the maintenance of an 
isolated position, such as was absolutely necessary 
to enable him to keep up his tyranny *. Bmasil, 

• The Jesuits would not allow the Indians of their miwions 
to hold contact with either Spaniards or Creoles ~ they would 
not even permit any commiinication to be held between the 
different towns. There were particular spots on the bordere of 
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which.ha^ been jijust raised i^to ^^n^ir^ ^^e^^ お 
to Fmucia, ね"^ 2!Qg^que9ce of the n^tuire of 
government, smd ん お 仰 par ま insj (み hUHy, か be Um^ 

ft 

most c(mveiiieDt state witb :whic|i. hie could ^^nter 
into aUianq^. He 9ccor4ing],y cimwvw^n^^-y^Ui 
Gewerai L^p り tbea,m comqiiwd^at Mpnte Vide^^ 
an4 'a,, convention wfis ^boartly ^fierwards 、 c(^k^ 
clu4ed< The town of Ytapiia ,was appQin お dias 
thQ inuto9l . f^tory cff this aaopiiid .Qtiipsi> iwhecft 
the Braziliaas :^ere to <;arry Jtheir jn&^hf^'^sti^ 
be e?db^^^ f<??、th|&,pro4n<;^gq!iSi^?f J?^gBfty^je« 

き,; tjBTif^ory pf the oth^r^ fartl^^ than tiajf. g kj^gwe 

a ゆ thmyyfpvld »ot) a^s^e^. ； in p 稱 ，： 
The;]BrazUUup# did iifQt reqviF%#e>hf?|^:^, ^h^yi 
cultivated that article themselves, a^^^ toti^Qcp 
was coatraba^ a 聊 i|g 蘇 theqi": Inliiyc もよ A9^e but 
tradciprs from ttie pi^^vioj^ of, ]^^^ ； ^^o^e tp 
Yt 解 a, tlie Sttrepg^ pf^si^pc^tf^ fi^.^^nt^ 
Video, with conimodi|lips> high j)F>cf , iu.cQUtT 
sequ^ce of the lengtli of the スギゃ wcr^ft , 、、お irt 

eaqh mission, where they exchanged their respective coouno， 
dities. These fathers denied admittance to their missions ^ 
even to their own bishops, as well as to the governor of Para- 
guay. 
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even this trade was very much hampered by the 
system of licenses, which the Dictator introduced, 
and the regulations which he imposed on the mer- 
chants. The impossibility of carrying goods in 
any other way than by laud, was another obstacle 
to the successfiil progress of this undertaking ； 
and it turned out, that this market carried off 
only a trifling portion of the enormouB stock of 
herb and tobacco which lay in the capital and the 
other towns. It has been estimated, that more 
than the value of a million of piastres had been 
lost, either in goods or vessels, wnich rotted awav 
daring this time. The port of Assumption literally 
resembled a coast where a hundred ships had run 
a groimd.' Several of them were carried out by 
the first swell of the river, but were ftbandaned by 
the owners. 

A great number of merchants being without 
Any employment in the capital, withdrew to the 
country, to live upon a more economical scale. 
Those in the other towns did the same, and the 
inhabitants who were recently engaged in varioufif 
branches of trade, were under the necessity of 
applying themselves to agriculture for a livelihood. 
This state of things necessarily suspended the 
circulation of money, and throughout Paraguay, 
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the purchases foii internal consumption, were 
made on the principle of exchange^ as had b 卿 
formerly the case*. 

When the neighbouring states found out that 
the Dictator had established meiKlly rfiiatians 
with Brazil* at the same time that be permitted 
no one to leave the country, they began to suspect 
that he meditated hostile deeigi^Ls against their 
territory. The ^yerunient of Saata Fe» uodei 
these circumstances, thought itself warranted ia 
confiscating several chests of arms which ha4 
been deatiiied (or Paraguay* The Dictator rata^ 
liated : collected together all tbe citizen さ of 
Swta Fe that . he could fiad ia ms capital^ and 
cast them into priaoa, induding ' $ome fsmuues 
who had b^n settled for thirty ： years at Aasump^ 
tion. But his revenge was not to be gratitied 
without blood. Amongst the merchants who 
came to Ytapua, there was oqe named Chilaber, a 
native of Santa Fe, who had resided for some 
years at Corrientes. His brother, who was n 
member pf the C ゆ ildo of his native city, was 
a party to the confiscation of the arms, and on 

• It is not more than sixty years ago since money became 
known to the inhabitants of Paiaguay. /IVade before that was 
carried on by ezcbaoge. 

H 
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this account Chilaber thought it necessary t6 
go by an assumed name, though he bad a Bta* 
zilian passport. A spy, named Ramon Leon, 
recognized him, informed the Dictatw who he 
was, and he was immediately arrested and con* 
ducted to the capital. There, without any fur- 
ther proceeding to establish his identity, and 
notwithstanding his repeated protestations of in- 
nocence, the unhappy man was shot the morning 
after his arrival, and his body was hung on a 
gibbet. 

Fr^ncia next revived the consular decree of 
1814， by which the Spaniards were condemned 
to civil death, with a prohibition to intermarry 
with white women 一 a decree which he extended 
to all the citizens of Entre Rios, Santa Fe, and 
Bueuos Ayres, of whom there was a considerable 
number in Paraguay. It is necessary to observe, 
that those measures which were directed against 
foreigners, fell with equal severity on the women 
of Paraguay, who naturally preferred any other 
American, or a Spaniard, to their own country- 
men. The tendency, however, of these prohibi* 
tions, which applied to legitimate connections 
only, was to increase the connectiosis of a dif* 
ferent description. 
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CHAP, XIV. 

Tie Dictator endeiU)Our$ to render more uniform the BuiUr. 
ings in the City of Assumption ~ Various despotic an4 
vexatious measurj^s resulting from ttits attempt. 

The Dictator had afflicted the capital with a 
plag^ue of another kind. It may be recollected, 
that when he discovered the conspiracy of 1 820, 
his first idea was to have the streets built in 
a more regular manner ； but not having any 
plan formed for the purpose, Ke deferred its exe^ 
cution. The city of Assumption is built in the 
form of an amphitheatre, upon a nsmg ground, in 
many places sufficiently steep, which is washed 
by the river Paraguay, Its streets were crooked, 
irregular, and the greater number so narrow, as to 
deserve only the name of lanes. The houses con- 
sisting of only one floor, generally stood apart 
from each other. They were interspersed with 
trees, little gardens, brushwood, and patches of 
verdure, and presented the aspect rather of a 
village than of a city. Numerous springs issued 
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from the ground in every part of the town, and 
formed streams, or stagnated into pools. The 
rain water had furrowed the soil, and broken up 
almost all the sloping streets. This was the kind 
of city that the Dictator undertook to reduce into 
regular form, without taking into consideration the 
injury likely to result therefrom to the inhab レ 
tants. No doubt it was necessary to alter parts of 
the city, to widen the streets, and render them 
less filthy ； but the construction of the houses, 
and the vegetation that surrounded them, were 
such as best conduced to health and enjovment in 
a tropical climate, and a sandy soil. He began in 
1S21^ by tracing out, in the least populous parts 
of the city, longitudinal streets, from north west 
tp south east, crossed by others at right angles, 
:|^unning north east by south west, all of which. 
，ere to be from thirty-five to forty feet wide, 
l^bese ixew streets served him as a model for the 
others that were to be opened throughout the city. 
They were distant from each other a hundred 
paces, but whenever a public building interfered^ 
the space was either augmented or diminished, in 
order to avoid it. The case was different with 
regard to private housea. • When a new street was 
,0 be opened, the Dictator, pointed out to his 
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master-mason, who was his engineer, the direc- 
tion in which he was to plant his stakes, and 
sometimes he presided in person at this operation 
during his evening ride : he then sent orders to 
the proprietors of all the houses that were upon 
this new line of street, to demolish them. But 
this measure was only preliminary, and merely 
served to facilitate the operation, for it was almost 
certain that the final airection given to the street 
would be out of the line of these houses that had 
been thrown down, and would consequently ren- 
der other demolitions necessary. 

Thus the despotic humour of the Dictator, aided 
by his ignorance, laid waste a great part of the 
capital, by causing numberless buildings to be 
demolished, which were afterwards found to be 
twenty-five or thirty paces out of the line of the 
projected street. The materials of these buildings 
were made use of to equalize the stiteets, to fill up 
ravines, and other inequalities of the soil ； and 
where the hills were too steep, they were ciit 
down. Three new squares were formed, and an 
old one enlarged ； and in order to keep the streets 
dry, the Dictator compelled the proprietors of the 
neighbouring grounds to choke up the springs. 

These pretended ameliorations wetit on but 
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slowly, as it was frequently necessary to recom- 
iamce the works, the rains often destroying, in 
ont night, the labour of fifteea days. As the 
streets were not paved, the tcurreDts £bnned by 
the' heavy rains that, fall in. these cluaates, easily 
swept away the rubbish with which ' they had 
been laid down, and made new ravines ia them 
with the most astonishing rapidity. In coose- 
qii^ce of these new coastructions, several of the 
bouses were no longer on a level with the streets, 
whilst others had their foundations exposed ; so 
that the rains, penetrating the earth upoa which 
they were built, deprived it of its consistence, and 
several of the houses tumbled down ； others- beiog 
undermined by the springs, wnichy when they 
were choked up in one place, sought a vent in 
another, came likewise to the ground. In a word, 
so wide was the devastation, that at the end of 
four years, the capital of Paraguay presented the 
aspect of a city that had been bombarded for 
several months. Near one half of the houses had 
disappeared. Whole streets were seen bordered 
merely by hedges of dry reeds ； and amongst the 
thinly scattered houses, but a • very few had their 
fronts towards the street. 
As it was the Dictator's opinion that other 
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changes might still be necessary, no houaes ^re 
allowed to be built, but in some of the remote 
streets. As it was indispensable, howevcar, to re - 
biuld the city, he had resolved to compel, B.hu 
the streets had been paved, all the rieh inWbitaiils 
of the country to build hotises in town/ upon the 
sites which he should point out to them. Witk 
this view he had the foundations of several mea^ 
sions laid, which he proposed to make them pur" 
ehase. He. said thsi,, fof the future^ the captl;a2 
sfacmld be peopled by the nati V€i8 of Paraguay^ 
and not by Spaniards, to whom had hitherto be - 
longed alf the best houses. Nothing impeded the 
Dictator : he had <mly to issue his commaads, wd 
they were obeyed. He therefore erected a new 
city with almost as little difficulty as he had de- 
stroyed the old one. He caused sQVieral hundred 
houses to be razed, without indemnifyingy ia any 
way, the o>^nersr*, or troubling nimself about what 
became of them and their iamUied. Each pro- 
prietor was required to demolish his own house ; 
or, if he had not^the means, the convicts took the 
task upon themselves ； and afte^ards tbey carried 
away whatever portion of the materials they, liked. 

• There were only two widows, and the physician of the troops, 
who received each one hundred piastres. 
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Although no money was expended in indemni- 
fying the owners, yet it may be supposed that 
sueh a project as this must have cost the state a 
Iwge sum; but the Dictator payed the inaster 
workmen only, and caused their plans to be exe- 
cuted by some hundreds of prisoners ； the circles 
were obliged to supply, gratuitously, all the mur 
terials ； and if the buildings carrying on were 
outside the capital, they were also bound to furnish 
a certain number of workmen. It was in this 
manner that the fortresses upon the frontiers, 
several barfacKs, and other edifices, at Neembucu, 
at Assumption, and at Villa Real, were con" 
structed. In like manner several new roads were 
opened through the woods, and others which liad 
been broken up by the rains, were widened and 
repaired. In the same way the Dictator collected, 
in the capital, a quantity of materials for the con, 
stinction of forty houses, which were to be let for 
the benefit of the state. At every moment the 
country people were called upon, either for their 
personal services, or for the use of their cattle. 
The Dictator, moreover, had allowed to remain in 
ioTce an old Spanish custom^ the leva, or impress- 
ment, according to whiMfb aH workmen, cattle, carts, 
instruments, and tools, found in the streets, were 
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laid violent hands upon, and put in requisition for 
the government works. In the city of Assump- 
tion, the officers, and even the private soldiers, 
resorted to this measure for their own account and 
profit, without, however, the knowledge of thp 
Dictator. Still the practice deterred the couotry 
people from coming to the capital to sell the pro- 
duce of their farms. 
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CHAP. XV. 

The Dictator ftds a temporary step to Ifnprismmeja» mni 
, - Eotectiiitms^Shi^ular QrdBr^He. Hculdtizes th^. Monks, 
• . a^d, abQiifhe$ thg GubUdos-^He shem « ^upo^ion to 
renew fneudly relations with the Brazils, and takes a 
hostile attitude with regard to the Republics. 

When the Dictator saw his power submitted to 
without resistance throughout Paraguay, and that 
he had no longer any thing to fear from internal 
or external enemies, his mind became calm, ami 
he appeared inclined to return to more moderate 
sentiments. I have every reason to suppose, that 
this change is mainly to be attributed to the 
suicide of one of the persons in 、！ us employment, 
which took place about the middle of the year 
1824. A young man, of whose capacity the Dic- 
tator entertained a high opinion, and for whom he 
had created the office of secretary of state, having 
committed some trifling errors in the exercise of 
his functions, became alarmed for the conse- 
quences. Dreading to be reproached or dismissed 
by the Dictator, he resolved to drown himself, 
though, as first officer of the government, he might 
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have effected bis escape. Before dying, wrote 
a letter to the Dictator, iu which be gave an 
necount of hia official conduct, adding, that in the 
position ia which he was, he ccmsidtred that 
fli^bt would dtshooour. bis coiantry Mtd disgraw 
bis ' name. T)^ Diotetw, wbo> doubt, he^si 
to perceive ； how heavily his.yoke borcj even upon 
those persons' who were nKost; devotea to him— 
could not hear of this death .without emotion ；: at 
leasts frofn . that iDooieiit be became moria.eouf- 
tedus. , He hinted to those about him,, tbdt the dime 
was not far distant wlien Paraguay mig^t enjoy 
8€mie ！ liberty,. Imprisoooi^tfs became less fre- 
quent; none but criminals wer^ sen^teoced to 
death.; and the denuBciatibns - of informers were 
no loager listened to" He even ordered a servant, 
who came to accuse his master, to be punished 
with tweuty-five blows of a stick. -He broke 
»ereml officers, who, having been raised from 
the dcegs of the people, had signalised themselves 
by their insoLence towards their fellow citizena. 
Several commanders of . circles were dismissed 
for a similar ceoise ； und 'seme were puaishod 
for their extortions. These he replaced, if not 
by individuals of the « first class, amongst the 
people 01 Paraguay, at least by farmers^ viko 
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migbt be .^ujiposed to attach some importanee 
to' their own reputation and the public good. 
He went so iar even as to set at liberty, in 
the ' course of this year, a great number of 
state prisoners. In fine, the people began to 
take breath. However, when uader the influence 
of' his i kypochondriacal affection, he indulged, in 
acts well calculated to spread terror in Paraguay. 
Thus a poor woman, who knowing no other way 
of getting an audience of the Dictator, went up 
to his closet wmdaw ； she was sent to prison for 
hw itementy, and her husband, who had not 
even heard of the pretended crime, was obliged 
to share in her punishment. The Dictator was so 
deeply offended at Urn want of respect, as he 
called it, ； towards his person, that he gave to the 
aentinel placed before his door . the fallowing 
order :—" If . any passenger should dare to fix his 
eyes upon ' the front of my house, you will fire 
at him ； if you miss him, this is for a second shot, 
(banding him another musket loaded with ball), 
and if you miss again, I shall take care not 
to miss you." This ord^ hdsig quickly known 
through the city, the iahabitants carefully avoided 
passing before this terrible palace, or if any 
person. , were obliged to da so, he kept his eyes 
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^constantly bent upon the ground. A fortnight 
passed without any accident, when an Indian 
of the tribe of Payagua, who knew nothing of 
the order, stopped to look at the govemmeal よ 
house : the seatinel discharged his carbine at 
faim, but missed him, probably intentionally. 
The report of fire-arms brought the Dictator 
out, and when the cause was made known to 
him, he revoked the order, pretendiOig mt to 
recolleot that he had ever given it. ！， 
Towards the close of this year 1824， and in th^ 
beginning of the next, he adopted two meadures; 
one of which at least met with the approval of < 
the more enlightened part of the population* 
This measure was the suppression of the four 
monasteries which still existed in Paraguay. 
The Dictator's decree to this effect was notified 
to the superior of each community. In the 
notice he stated his motives, and invited the 
monks to apply in writing to the vicar-general 
for secularization^ declaring, at the same time, 
all those to be useless members of the state, who 
should neglect this step. Every one of the 
regulars, though much against their inclinations, 
applied for secularization, which was grairted m 
^rery case except in those of five individuals, of 
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whom thretf' were Spsmiards^ aiid two natives of 
Buenos Ayres. The property of these moims， 
teries was sequestered for di6 benefit of the states 
The convent of Mercy became a park for artillery^ 
and that of the RecoUets a barrack ； the 
temple of Saint Dominic replaced, as a parish 
church, that of the Incarnation, which was de- 
molishea by order of the Dictator. 

The second measure was the suppression of 
the cabildos, which already existed only in 
• name. A representation made by the cabildo 
of the capital to the Dictator; relative to some 
police regulations, gave rise to this act of autho- 
rity. The Dictator, indignant at this proceeding, 
replied to the cabildo in the harshest terms, 
but not being able, - without committing gross 
inconsistency, to take vengeance on a body 
which he himself had chosen, he contented him- 
self with sending to prison the secretary who had 
drawn up the representation. As the latter 
filled also the office of concierge or keeper, the 
members of the cabildo dared not send to him 
for the keys of the town-house, so that no meeting 
of the body took place for several weeks. II 
was then that this municipal body, popular when 
first instituted, was abolished, not only in the 
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capital but ia all the otiier towi»» m Paragfuay. 
However, the Dictator, finding it impossible to 
do without some local Authority in the city of 
Assumption, noisimated, in the beginning of 1825^ 
a new municipal body composed of two alcaldes/ 
as judges on mesne process, a jffe/ erecutor or* 
officer of police, and an advocate for minom, but 
he dia not specify the duration of their functions;' 

At this time it was whispered about that 
the Dictator was anxious to form a closer con;' 
nexion with Brazil, and with that view he had 
renewed his intercourse with the governor of 
Monte Video* But it appears that the Brazilian 
governmeat paid no attention to these overtures 
until the moment when the war with the confede - 
ration of Rio de la Plata was on the point of com- 
mencing. It was only at Buenos Ayres that we 
heard, from two fugitives, of the arrival of the Bra- 
zilian Consul at the city of Assumption in 1825. 
Notwithstanding this attempt at reconciliation, it 
would be altogether absurd to sunpose that the 
Dictator had ever any intention to submit himself 
to the Emperor Don Pedro, or through his media- 
tion to enter into negociatioas with Spain. He 
has too high an opinion of himself and of the 
resources at his command, to think of beGoming 
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dependant upon any power whatsoever ； ti^sMbs 一 
he has placed himself in such a position* that 
no other course remains to him but to bury him- 
self under the ruins of the monstrous edifice 
which he has raised. It was also not till afiter our 
departure from Paraguay, that we were informed 
of a circumstance which took place in 1824. The 
governor of Buenos Ayres proposed to the Dic- 
tator to send, as the other provinces of the 
ancient vice-royalty had done, deputies to the 
general congress, which was to decide the ques-^ 
tion of their federative re-union *. The only 

• Doctor Don Juan Garcia de Cosia, native of Corrientes, 
but established at Buenos Ayres, where he was a member of the 
Court of Justice, had been charged with the mission, not ofilj as 
far as it regarded his native city, but also Pars^ay, in case 
the government of the latter permitted him to pass in person • 
but having been informed of the Dictator's intentions/ he did not 
proceed, but sent him the despatch from Corrientes. He was at 
the same time, the bearer of a letter to me from my family, which 
Mr. Pivadavia, then minister of state, had the kindness to give 
him, with a request that he would endeavour to persuade the Dic- 
tator to set U8 at liberty. Mr. Stephen Perichon, a Freachman, 
who had been established for several years at Corrientes, and to 
whom we are under the greatest obligations, on hearing this cir- 
cumstance, advised Dr. Cosia not to make any attempt in our 
ftivour, and not even to forward my letter. Fortunately this 
advice was followed ； for had the Dictator suspected that the 
government of Buenos Ayres interested itself for us, he would 
have taken umbrage, and never allowed us to quit Paraguay. 
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reply made bv Francia was to throw the bearer of 
the dispatch into prison. Having thus put him- 
self into a state of hostility with these republics, 
it was quite natural that he should endeavour to 
connect himself with their enemy, the Emperor 
of Brazil. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

The English are permitted to depart 一 The Author asks 
for a similar permission ― Opinion of the Dictator upon 
the Policy oj France towards the Republics 一 Messrs. 
Renstster and Longchamp quit Paraguay. 

In the beginning of 1825, the Dictator received 
from Mr. Parish, charge d'affaires of his Britannic 
Majesty at Buenos Ayres, the notification of 
the Treaty of Commerce which had been en- 
tered into between England and Buenos Ayres ； 
the most important result of which would be 
the recognition of the South American republics. 
In making him this communication, Mr. Parish 
solicited permission for the English merchants in- 
Paraguay, to leave the country with their effects. 
The news of the recognition produced the de- 
sired effect. The Dictator ordered the English 
to get their vessels ready ； but he would permit 
the crews to be formed only of foreigners and 
negroes. They were also prohibited from ex- 
porting any articles but those which they had 
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purchased with their own money; so that the 
price of a ship, which a Spaniard had sold on 
credit to an Englishman, was confiscated, and 
consequently lost to the Spaniard, who had been 
ignorant of the prohioition. They sailed in the 
months of April and May. The Dictator wrote 
to Mr. Parish by the £rst vessel that sailed, and 
to justify the detention of the subjects of his 
Britannic Majesty, he stated that they had only 
shared the fate to which the necessity of circum- 
Glances ha^ condemned all the inhabitants of 
Paraguay ； that moreover, they had no reason 
to. complain, since they had come of their own 
accord, without any one having invited them *• 

Not wishing, however, to let it appear, that 
'm allowing the English to depart he had yielded 
to necessity, he gave permission, at the same 
time, to Don Jose Tomas Ysaci, a native of Para- 
guay, to go on a voyage with two brigantines. 

* Although this answer was not very ceremonious, it was, 
at least, an answer, and in substance a satisfactory one. But 
some time after the Dictator acted with less politeness towards 
Mr. Parifih. On receipt of a letter from him, contcuning a 
request .that Mr. Bonpland should be set at liberty, the Dictator, 
merely enclosed it in a fresh envelope, and sent it back, with the 
following laconic superscription •• 一 " To Parish, English Consul 
at Buenos Ayres." 
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This gentleman was one of the first m^hants 
in the city of Assumption who became our friend, 
and, to the many acts of kindness already re- 
ceived by us at his hands, he was desirous of 
adding that of taking us to Buenos Ayres, in case 
we could obtain passports *. As other foreigners 
were allowed' to go away, it was a favourable 
moment to apply to the Dictator. I accordingly 
went to his house on the 27th of March : as 
he was occupied at the moment, I retired. But 
he almost immediately sent • for me, asked me 
what I wanted, and without replying to my re- 
quest, ordered me to go and inspect' some forty 
or fifty recruits, who had fallen sick. After 
seeing them, 1 returned to give mm ah account 
of my visit. He then asked me several questions 
about my travels in the interior of Paraguay, 
the observationa I had made, and what I intended 

• Under other circumstances such an offer muld not ham 
been extraordinary, but at a moment when the opportunities 
were so rare, when the vessels were so overloaded, and when the 
most iosigaificant pretext might cause the license >to be revoked, 
it certainly was a great favour. I Uiierefoie only fulfil a dvty^ in 
here expressing our gratitude to Don Jose Tomas Ysaci, as ako 
to Don Jose de Maria, who made us the same offer, as soon as 
he received ftom the agent of an English houte^ an- order to get 
his vessel ready. 
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publishing. He appeared to be very well satis- 
fied with the recognition of the new republics by 
England, and said to me, upon this subject. ― 
" The French government was wrong not to have 
l>een bieforehand with the English. The ana, 
IjOgy between the characters of both nations, a 
common religion, and the nature of the produce 
and manufactures of France, which are better 
adapted to the wants of these countries, seemed 
to call for amicable relations, which would have 
<;^eBed new and invaluable channels to French 
commerce. But th^t government^ instead of 
signalizing itself by an act of liberality, which 
was in perfect conformity with the interests of 
France, has preferred maintaining, by a ruin- 
ous expedition, a tottering thnme, the fall of 
wJaich it can only defer, but not ultimately pre- 
vent.. I should not surprised to see that 
government making an attack upon our re- 
publics * in the uame of Ferdinand VII" and that 

• Let it not be supposed that this expression, by which the 
Dictator so ludicroatly confounded the political ofganixatloii of 
Paraguay with that of the other new states of South America, it 
one of my choosing : on the contrary, I have in this instance, as 
m others, endeavoured to translate, as literally as possible, the 
expressions he made use of. 
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is one of my Reasons for not permitting the 
French; who are here, to depart; with regard 
to your request, we shall consider of it." It 
was nearly two months before I received any 
answer from the Dictator, or before Mr. Ysaci, 
whose vessels had been ready to sail since the 
eoamiencement of May, got permisBidn to de- 
part. I therefore began to despair of being able 
to profit of this opportunity to quit Paraguay : the 
more particularly as the Dictator had it intimated 
to me, that I should siDOn be appointed chief 
physician to the troops, and have the direction 
of a new military hospital, which he intended to 
establish, and upon a proper site for which I 
had been consulted: At length, on the morning 
of the 25th of May, the Dictator sent the 
papers, authorising the departure of one of the 
brigantines, to Mr, Ysaci, with an order to sail 
at one o'clock, in th^ afternoon ； and at eleven 
o'clock, an officer brought me pasi^orts for 
myself and Mr. Longchamp, with an order 
upon the public treasury for the services I 
had rendered the state in my medical capacity. 
This order contained the additional permission, 
wmch had been but rarely granted, of taking the 
money out of the country. We thus had only 
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two hours to regelate our afiairs, and pack up our 
coUections of obj^eatd of natural history, several of 
which were of a very fragile nature. But ther^ 
was no time £or hesitation: it was necessary to 
set out at once, or irim the risk of not quitting 
Paraguay till after the; /death of the Dictator. 
immediately set to woifk ~ packed up with ftll pas, 
sible haste a part of our collection^ and the articles 
we stood most in need of ； and, leaving the re， 
mainder in the hands of some confidents person^i, 
we went on board the 卿 seL Immediately after- 
wards we weighed elnchor, and sailed at the 
prescribed hour* amidst the good wishes of a 
multitude 、 of spectators, of all ranks, who had 
assembled! on the shore*. 

Amongst our fellow passoagers, was a' Captain 
Hervaud, a Frenchman, who had' come to As' 
sumption, ia 1821，' in one of Mr. Ysaoi's vessds^ 
of wbich he had the command; This honest man, 
who had lost :aU his fortune by three shipwrecks, 
coDBiderad himself destined to remain a prisoner 
in Paraguay, when Mr. Ysaci, by r^resenting. the 

* The moment after a ship receives its papers it sails, even 
though no hour for its departure should be specified, and hastens 
to get out of the river Paraguay, lest the license should be 
revoked, or an order sent to detain it at the mouth of the river. 
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age, misfortunes, and exemplary conduct of this 
officer, obtained permission from the Dictator to 
include him amongst the ship's cteW. A less 
agreeable part of the company consisted of the 
five cordeliers, to whom the Dictator would not 
allow secularization, and whom he now sent out 
of the country. He treated, in the same manner, 
five other monks, who were taken fix>in the state 
prisons, and put on board Don Jose de Maria's 
ship, which sailed the day after us. 

We thus, after a sojourn of six years in Para- 
guay, during four of which we were forcibly de* 
tained, were granted permission to quit it. It is 
only justice to state, that, during all that time. Dr. 
Francia never directly threw any difficulties in the 
way of our researches ； but, on the contrary, gave 
U8, more than once, proofs of his good will. Would 
that I could speak as favourably of his adminns- 
tratioQ ！ To the conduct of the inhabitants of 
Paraguay, both Creoles and Spaniards, towards 
us, we can only allude in terms of praise ； and 
we shall always recollect with gratitude, the hos- 
pitable reception which they gave us. 
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CHAP. I. 

General idea of the Government of Paraguay — Organiza- 
tion and composition of the Magistracy, 

As, in the preceding narrative, I mentioned merely 
those details of administration, which I thought 
necessary to enable the reader to understand the 
nature of the events referred to, he would conse- 
quently form but a very incomplete idea of the 
dictatorial government of Doctor Francia, a sketch 
of which I have undertakea to give, were I not 
here to endeavour to describe the several parts of 
the machine of government, as they existed at the 
time of our departure from Paraguay. The whole 
po^vtr of government, as must be very evident 
from what has been already said, is centred ii\ 
the person of the Dictator. If the charge of 
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ministro de kteienda, or minister of finance, who, 
under the Spaniards, was not subject to the go- 
vernor, but received his orders directly from the 
viceroy, has been allowed still to exist, the person 
who fills it is nothing more than a head clerk to 
Doctor Francia. A secretary of state, entitled 
fid de /echo, or bearing testimony to the signature, 
receives reports, judicial proceedings, and, in fine, 
all papers addressed to the Dictator, and which he 
lays before him. Assisted by an under secretary, 
this officer writes, from the dictation of Francia, 
his answers, decrees, and judgments. The ori- 
ginal documents, signed by the Dictator himself, 
ere usually deposited in the archives, of which 
Jkl fecho is the keeper ； and in that capacity he 
furnishes the necessary copies. Besides these 
two secretaries, there still exists, at Assumption, 
a remnant of the ancient cabildo, consisting of 
two alcaldes, who, with equal jurisdiction, dis- 
charge separately the functions oi judges on mesne 
process, both in civil and criminal matters, 
throughout all Paraguay. There are, besides, 
conciliators and commissioners of police in the 
capital, together with a jkl executor (laithful 
executioner), who is charged with the police of 
the markets^ the inspection of weights and 
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measures, &c. And, lastly, a defeimr de Menores 
(advocate of minors), whose duty it is to watch 
over the interests of minors, and of' slaves, who 
are in this respect assimilated to minors. 

The territory of Paraguay is divided, as in 
former times, into twenty sections, or command' 
andas ； four of which have for capitals the towns of 
Neembucu or Villa del Pilar, Villa Rica, Yqna- 
mandiu or Villa de San Pedro, and Villa Real de 
la Concepcion, the only towns in the whole coun- 
try besides the capital, and the only oiies, also, 
which are called Villas ~ Assumption being di き- 
tmgnished by the n^me of Chtddd. These viUa4, 
since the suppression of their cabildos, which were 
charged with the local administration of justice), 
enjov no longer any exclusive privilege. Each 
section is under the auth<writy of a commandant^ 
who executes the orders of the Dictator, directs 
the operations of the police, decides on minor 
ofiences^ and exercises the functions of conci- 
liator- He has under his orders the zdadores, or 
inferior police officers, of whom there is one far 
each partido or portion of a section, which is 
the second and last degree of the territorial 
division* There is also in each section a receiver 
of taxes. 
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That part of Paraguay which is. known under 
the) name of the Missions, is ^memed in a some - 
what di]flferent manner. It extends over a surface 
of six hHndred square leases, on tibe ； right 
bank oi Parana, south east of Assumption *. 
The population consists of eight tribes of Indians, 
敏 d some thousand whites, who obtained land 
from the government, and established themselves 
there after the expulsion of the . Jesuits* The 
white population: is, as in the. rest of the oountry;, 
goveraed by the commandants ； but the Indians 
attached to the soil and condenmed to work on 
ibe state lanas^ have pecul^r officers^ who, under 
ifae nam^ 'of ^administrators, manage the state 
^ftnds, besides exercising the functions of com- 
mandant over the Indians. These two classes 
.of Ametionarie き are under the immediate- juris-* 
diction of a subdekgado^ ot lieutenant of the govern- 
ment, who has the chief command of all the co»n- 
-try '0f the Missions, without however having aay 
control over the fiimncial part of the adminis- 
tration. Several other villages, inhabited by 
Indiani^ in the interior of the country, which 

* From this it is evident, that the theocracy of the Jesuits 
extended over a very small portion ； and not, as is generally 
betie'ed, over the whole of Paraguay. 
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formerly belonged to the Jesuits or otbar reli- 
gious communities, have 、also -maiiagens set over 
tiiem; and ^ are subjected to the attthority of the 
commandant in whose s^^n' they happen to 
be siti»ite<|. Th^ lawis by which Paraguay 
dught to be gmer&ed, are those made in the 
time of the Spaniards. , The junta, when it 
proclaimed the mdependenee of the country, had 
«ani3tio&ed these laws, resdFvi&g, however, the 
«right ofj mcdifybg their applicatioii .afterwards, 
as ^the new ioiiier of things i&hould render ne- 
ij^ssaty. Tbe J judges し in mesne process should, 
consequently^ ' be gtiided by their old laws. But 
the junta, in ihe fipst plaee^ aod then tlie eonsuls, 
and' lastly j 她 e Dictator, introduced so many 
limitations, either as judges^ in the last resort, 
OF' in the exercise of their administrative power, 
tbat in- a shwt time' there remained no other law 
than their will. Nevertheless, uiider the two 
first govemmeats^ the decrees and ordinances 
were still published,^ either from the pulpit or 
by beat of - dram. As there was no printing 
press - in the 'Coutitry, tms, from the earliest 
times, was the only method they made use of 
to promulgate the <;ontents of public documents. 
But the Dictator deeming this formality useless, 
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CQHteiited himself with sending his orders to 
the commandants ； so that it is never but by 
accident that the public are informed of his 
will, or of a new law, the applicatioa of which 
besides is to vary according to perscms and 
circumstances. This ignorance of the law9^ 
which exUt^ s^beady more or less under the 
SpaniiEurdSy j& now so complete, tbiat the iaha - 
bitai^ts of Paraguay only acquire a knowledge 
of them, by incurring the penalties for their noft 
Qhsmance' This ignorance extends even to tbe 
judges, the Dictator alone excepited ； ao thait 
they are oblige^, in order tQ ^g^vqid ！ tP(h glaring 
blnivl^V^ to eqiploy a dir^c^i* or apsj^sstor^ cboMP 
and paid by themselves^ as wa& the euatom 
mde^ tibe old system, yfhm the goyemor him - 
s^f had oxko. These assessors .are the real 
judges, the titular ones beiog of no furtlier 
than to sign the sentences. Before the revalur 
tion these assessors were lawyers, who had^ at 
least, some kind of education ； bflt, as many 
them, in consequence of old personal differences^ 
were obnoxious to Doctor Francia, and as 
others had been too openly influenced by bribery, 
the Dictator sent them all to prison ； for it is 
to the assessors that he usually attributes any 
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corruption in the administration of justice. For 
these reasons it was that, when we quitted Para- 
guay, these situations were filled by individuals 
nearly as ignorant as the judges, so that they 
were guided by no other code than that portion, 
more or less, of good sense with which they 
happened to be endowed. In too many instances 
private interest formed the sole principle of their 
judgments. Under the government of the Spa- 
niards, the judges were chosen from the rich 
landed proprietors and merchants-, 一 two classes 
of men equally interested in submitting to the 
direction of persons skilled in the laws. As, 
under the present government, the judges are 
taken from the lower classes of society, the 
necessity for such aid becomes still more appa- 
rent ； but well educated men or lawyers are no 
kmger to be found in the country. 
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CHAP, II. 

Degree of Jurisdiction ― The inviolability of the Dictator 
extends to the lowest Agent of his Despotism 一 The mm- 
tary are peculiarly favoured ― Nature of Punishments. 

The different branches of justice are adminis- 
tered in the following manner. In civil cases, 
the parties commence by appearing before the 
justice of peace, that is to say, before the com- 
mandant, or one of the alcaldis, according as 
they inhabit the country or the capital, and plead 
their cause in person. Should this attempt at 
conciliation not succeed, the suit takes its course 
and is heard, in the first instance, before one 
of the alcaldis, where it proceeds with a slow- 
ness proportioned to the ignorance of the ad- 
vocates, and the profit arising to the judge from 
delay. When judgment is given, the parties 
have the right of appeal to the Dictator, who in 
this kind of causes usually decides with the 
strictest impartiality ； but, if, unfortunately, he 
should disapprove of the ground of the suit, or 
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if the psurties ' idterested are displeasing to him^ 
the pleadings are thrown aside, and the case 
remains tindecided. 

Besides these judges^ there formerly existed 
a tribunal of commerce^ which was suppressed 
in 1824, and the jurisdiction of a first alcalde 
substituted in its place. It is scarcely neces* 
sary to state, that no action can be brought 
against the state ； and even in. a suit, where one 
of the parties is employed under governmenti 
no matter how foreign, to his functions may be 
the subject in litigation, the hearing must take 
place befpre the Dictator, who is the sole judge 
ia such cases. 

Minor offences are usually not punished unless 
the injured person comes forward to prosecute, 
or the delinquent has been taken in the fact. 
In this case, one of the alcaldes, or the com 拳 
mandaat of the circle,, after bearing the complaint 
and defence, immediately pronounces sentence) 
and orders it to be put in execution. If the case 
should not admit of being so summarily decided, 
which yery rarely happens, the accused can only 
escape incarceration and chains, by depositing 
a sum of money, or furnishing sufficient secu - 
nties ; in which case the pleadings are ： carried 
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on in Writing. The reason of this is, that in all 
species of causes, the principal emoinments of th^ 
judges arise from his signature of the' necessary 
documents. Should the accused be acquitted^ he 
dares not bring an action against his prosecutor^ 
though the law authorises him to do so ； and 
the calumny remains unpunished. These minor 
fences are visited by fine and impisonment, 
or by corporal punishments, when the culprit 
does not belong to the white population. Should 
he consider the sentence loo severe, he may 
appeal, to tJie Dictator ； this, however, is but 
seldom done, in consequence of the expense and 
delay attendant upon such proceeding ； and also 
liecause the appeal will not be admitted, until 
the fine awarded, in the first instance, be paid:' 
heiice the proverb pagar y apelar, pay amd after" 
wards appeal. These fines are, as it may be 
easily believed, frequently imposed, inasmuch as 
a part of them oomes to the jud^. 
, ' , la criminal cases, or such as are deemed so^ 
tbe ju$tiQe of the plaoe where the crime has 
been committed, draws up an information, which 
is sent to the Dictator, and if the . aseeuaed :isas 
be 脉 arrested, he is . at the same time ttmaSsnei 
io tthe priaons of the capdtal. According to き 



DOCTOR FRANCIA 



138 



nature of the crime, and often accociing tc> tiie 
humour in which he finds himself, the Didtatal* 
immediately dec ゆ s without having either seea 
or heard the accused, or else he sends • him' t6 
be tried by one of the alcaldis. State crimes^ 
damage dohe to; public property, smug'^Hiig*, 
highway robbery, and attempts to escape, art 
tried by the Dictator himself, and are generally 
visited with sentence of death, which is imme^ 
dktely put into execution. He comprises ik 
the list of state crimes, every act, and every 
expression, whicK to his gloomy and suspicious 
disposition may appear to strike At his authority^ 
md that not only as to his own person, but also a も 
to the . persons of all those employed titider him, 
including' even the private soldiers ； so th^ the 
citizens, to avoid being declared traitors to thfe 
eouBtry, are/ forced to bear, without murmuring, 
numberless peraecutions from the most subaltern 
instruments of the despotism of this man. 

Should the accused be fortunate enough to 
be, sent for trial before oiie of the' dcaldis; his 
life is no longer in danger. The alcalde appoints 
him m accuser and defender, chosen from the 
mercdiaiits of the town ； who, knowing notfring 
of legal proceedings; employ* advocates to drtw 
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up tl^ pleadings ； and, as it frequently happens 
that these advocates are also assessors to the 
alcalde, they are consequently themselres the 
judges. ' In fine, the sentence is submitted to 
l^e Dictator, who never confirms nor changes it, 496 
that it remains without effect, and all tiiese pro- 
ceedings turn out to be but so many vain and insig- 
Hificant forms. This is $0 much the case, that 
the moment a cause is sent for trial before one of 
the alcaldis, the Dictator decides the fall of the 
accused by speciiymg the kind of imprisonment 
he is to undergo ； and though in no instance 
doeis he fix the duration of that imprisonment, 
it is, in fact, perpetual with regard to all those 
charged with state crimes, murders, and bur, 
glaries ； whilst the other prisoners are set at 
liberty at the end of three or six ye^rs. The 
alcaldis can set at liberty those only whom they 
have ccmdemned for minor offences^ and who 
have not appealed to the Dictator. 

All those who concur in supporting his autho- 
rity, afe beyond the jurisdiction of tbe magis- 
tracy ； thus it is the Dictator himself who sits 
in judgment upon the soldiers of iJie line, ac- 
cused of serious crimes ； and when the prose- 
cutor is a private individual, the sentence is 



DOCTOR FRANCIA. 18$ 

always lenieoti. However, should his ov^n ftuthor 
rity be compromised^ he^,, becomes mexorablej 
and will shew as, little favour to a soldier to 
a mere citizen. Sev^al of the military have 
beai shot for . political crimes, and otiiers have 
died in consquence of the «evere floggii^g in* 
flicted upon them. . 

All those seht^ced to capital punishment are 
shot, as was the practice daring the last years i>f the 
Spanish domination, when the laws for preventing 
cruel punishments had fallen into desuetude. 
On the day of the execution, a gibbet is erected, 
to which the culprit is attached ； this, however, 
is not always the case: in general, the military 
alone are subjected to flogging, but the whites, 
who were formerly exempted from it, may now 
be sentenced to this Dunishment. However, to 
authorise its infliction, there must be an express 
order from the Dictator. With regard to im- 
prisonment, the following is the manner of it : ― 
In the country parts where there are no prisons, 
persons who have been arrested are secured by 
being set in the stocks, which are always at hand, 
in the house of the commandant, where those 
CQudemiied for minor offences undergo their 
punishment. In the towns they are confined in 
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the guard^houses. When a prisoner is to be 
transferred to the capital, irons are first put 
upon his fbet, and he is then placed sideways 
upon a horse, or if he cannot maintain himself 
in this position, his legs are tied under the horse's 
belly, his right leg and arm being finaly bound 
to a wooden bar, and his left arm made fast to 
his body. Thus crucified, he is driven in a hard 
trot to the place of his destination. 



、 DOCTOR FRANCIA 



137 



CHAP. in. 

Public Prism ― State Prisoti-r- Wretched condition of the. 

Prisoners ~ Confiscation. 

At Assumption there are two kinds of prisons, 
namely, the public prison and the state prison. 
The first, though it also contains some prisoners 
of state, is particularly appropriated to persons 
accused of, or condemned for, other crimes. The 
building is a hundred feet in length, and like all 
the. houses in Paraguay, has only a ground floor, 
which is divided into eight apartments. The court 
attached to it contains about twelve thousand 
square feet. In each apartment are huddled toge- 
ther from thirty to forty prisoners, many of whom 
ndt being able to find room to lie on the 
floor, sleep in hammocks suspended one over 
the other. These forty persons remain shut, 
up twelve hours out of the twenty-four, in 
this confined apartment, without windows or air 
holes, and that in a country where the heat is, for 
three quarters of the year, from twenty- two, to 
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twenty-eight degrees of Reaumur, and under a 
roof which is heated by the sun during the day 
to more than fifty degrees. From these causes, 
the perspiration of the prisoners may be seen 
streaming from hammock to hammock, till it 
reaches the floor. When to the effects arising 
from such a state as this, are joined those resulting 
from unwholesome food, and the filth aud inaction 
of tbe prisoners, it will be evident, that were it not 
for the great salubrity of the climate of Paraguay, 
the most fatal diseases must have been generated 
in these d^na. . The court of the prison is covered 
with little huts, which are occupied by prisoners 
awaiting their trials, those who have been oon- 
demned for mia^ offences, and a few state pri- 
soners. They wqre ゆ owed , to construct these 
huts, when the apartments became over-crowded* 
Here, at le^t, they breathe the cool night air, but 
the filth is as great a^s, ia th^ interior of the prisen. 
Some of the prisoners coofinod ia the court, are 
led forth every day to be, employed in the public 
works, have, .thus au opportunity of taking 
exercis^. Upon these occasions, they are chained 
two by twp, or, else, v^eur the griktte, which is a 
thick ring oi iron round the foot. The great ma- 
jqritv of the repiainii^g prisonens we^r other ivow. 
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called Gtdlos,, which often Sveigh twanty-five 
pounds, and almost incapacitate them from waik- 
mg. The state supplies the. prisoners employed 
in the public works with a little food, and some 
articles of clothing ； the others maintain them - 
sqlves at their own expanse; or by means of tiie 
alms wMch two or three of their body, accompa- 
nied by a soldier, are allowed to collect every day 
throughout the. city. Relier is sonietimes sent 
them by chiaritably disposed persons, or in fulfil- 
ment of vows. 

We frequently risited these frightful prisons, 
either to see some sick prisoner, or to give an opinion 
on some question of forensic mediciiie. There 
might be seen confounded, the Inaian and the Mu- 
latto> the white man and tne negro, the master and 
the slave ； there were mingled all ranks and ages, 
the guilty and the innocent, the convict and the ac- 
cused, the highway robber and the debtor ； in fine, 
the assassin and the patriot, and in several in - 
stances it happened that they were bound by the 
same chain. But what completes this irightfu} 
picture is, the ever increasing demoralization of 
tlie great majority of the prisonens, and the fero- 

* These are two iron rings worn round the ankles, and united 
by a cross bar. Two pair are frequently put upon a prisoner. 
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cious joy which they exhibit on the arrival of a 
new victim. 

The female prisoners, of whom thi^e are fortu- 
nately but few, occupy an apartment in an enclor 
sure divided from the principal court by a paili- 
sading. They have, however, more or less an qp- 
portunity of communicating, with the other pri- 
soners. 

Women of a respectable rank, who had drawn 
upon themselves the anger of the Dictator, are 
there confounded with prostitutes and criminals, 
and exposed tp all the insults of the male pidson- 
ers. They are also , loaded with irons, an exempr 
tion from which is not granted ； even to. those. in a 
state of pregnancy. 

I coDuot here refrain from making honourable 
mention of the gaoler of these prisons, named 
Gamez. This good-hearted man has always 
sought, not only by the most humane coodoct, 
but also by the sacrifice of a part of his scanty 
salary, to alleviate the sufferings to which he. is 
wU;nej^» aad that even at the. risk ot mcurring the 
Dictator's resentment. It is true that be had him- 
self, though innooenty pined for several years in 
these dimge(HXs, into which he had been thrown a$ 
a state prisoner •• it was after r^leasiDg him, , tl^i^t 



DOCTOR FRANCIA. 



141 



the Dictator imposed upon him the office of gaoler, 
Which he dared not refuse. 

Those confined in the public prison being al- 
lowed to communicate with their friends, and 
receive assistance from them, still consider them- 
selves fortunate, when they compare theif fate 
with that of the unfortunate brings who occupy 
the state prisons. It is in the different battack^ 
that these state prisoneirs are placed ； they con- 
sist of cells, or little dungeons, underground, damp, 
and 86 low and contracted, that a tnan cahiiot 
inland upright, except when he rs under the mid- 
dle of the vault. There the prisoners, particularly 
inarked out as obj6cls of the Dictator's vengeance, 
undergo solitary confinement : others are shut up 
in cells,' in parties of two and four!. All are loaded 
with irons, and hare a sentinel continually in the 
s&me room with them. The door; Which ii^ Ifeft 
half open during the day, is closed at suh-set. 
Thefy are not allowed to light candles, nor to pur- 
sue any kind of occupation whatsoever. One of 
these captives, whom I knew, hating succeeded in 
taming some mice that visited his prison, the geii- 
tinel one day pursue them, for th さ purpose of 
killing them. They kre not allowed to shave, or 
dUt tb^ir hair or tiails. Their families are nbt per- 
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mitted to send them food more than twice a* day, 
and that food must be of what is considemd ' m 
the country, the coarsest kind— namely, flesh 
meat, and manioc roots. The soldiers, to v^hom 
the food is delivered at the gates of the barrack, 
thrust their bayonets into it, to ascertain that 
there are neither letters nor tools concealed i ね it, 
and frequently they appropriate it to themselvie お, 
or throw it aivay. When a prisoner fells sick, 
one is allowed to visit Uro, unless at the last extre* 
mity, and even then only during the day, AU 
night the door is closed, and the ayiiig man is 
abandoned to his own sufferings. His irons are 
not taken off even at the approach of death, I 
saw Doctor Sabala, whom I was allowed by the 
special favour of the Dictator to visit in the kist 
days of his malady, die with the grillos on tus feet ； 
he was even not permitted to receive the sacra* 
ments. 

The prisoners of state are often subjected to 
still more inhuman treatment by the commanaants 
of the barracks, who hope by so doing to please 
their chief. 

When we quitted Paraguay, the entire number df 
persons in confinement might amount to about 600； 
one tenth of whom, at least, were state prisooeors* 
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Besides these puniishmeiits, there is also that 
of confiscation of property, but which can be 
inflicted only by the Dictator himself. In general, 
all those who have been declared traidoris a la 
patria, or traitors to the country, are visited with 
it; it is sometimes incurred for very trifling 
causes. A yoiing merchaut, who having been 
unjustly imprisoned for having had a dispute with 
an officer of the customs, offered to pay to the 
state 3000 piastres for his liberty, but all his pro- 
perty was confiscated. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Police 一 Pa$tports ~ Those for Foreign Countries are 
delivered only by the Dictator ― His reason for allow- 
ing no one to leave the Country ― Suppression of the 
Post-Office, and its results 一 Other oppressive measures 
of the Police, 

The police is exercised in Paraguay by all those 

in place, from the Dictator down to the zeladores. 

The former does not confine himself to prescribing 

general measures, but when the occasion offers, 

executes them in person. It is, however, the 

alcaldis in the capital, and the commandants in 

the provinces, who are specially charged with 

霍 

this part of the administration. Under their 
orders the zdadores, unaccompanied during the 
day, but aided all night by some militia soldiers, 
go the rounds in their district, pay strict attention 
to every group of persons they see, and take up 
vagrants. In Assumption, instead of these there 
are numerous patroles of the regular troops, who 
traverse the citv at night, cnailenge all those 
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whom they meet in the streets after ten o'clock, 
and frequently conduct them to the public prison, 
to pass the rest of the night there. Besides, there 
is no lack of officious persons, who, without being 
expressly engaged by authority, carry on a kmd 
of secret police. In Paraguay, moreover, every 
thing is discovered with the most astonishing faci- 
lity, since the Dictator declared, that any person 
who knew of a crime, or an action reputed to be 
such, and who did not immediately denounce it to 
the proper authority, should be considered eqi^ally 
culpable as the principal. In the capital, arrests 
are made by the regular troops ； in the circles, by 
the militia. It haa sometimes happened, that 
more than two thousand men have been employed 
in pursuit of a deserter. 

An essentUl branch of the police, is that re- 
lating to passpcMls, with one of which every per- 
son wishing to quit the country, or travel in the 
interior, to a distance of more than twenty leagues 
from his residence, must be provided. Those for 
foreign countries, can be obtained from the Die, 
tator only, the otbiers also are delivered by him 
only in the capital ； but in the provinces, the com" 
mandants give them. On reaching his place of 
destination, the traveller must present his pass" 

L 
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port, without delay, to、 the competent authority; 
and apply to him for a new one when he wishes to 
return home. The manner in which these pass- 
ports are drawn up, has nothing in common with 
the ordinary formula of such documents. They 
are petitions, in which the : traveller states the 
motives of his journey, the place to which he 
wishes to go, the manner in which he proposes 
to travel, whether by land or water ； and if in 
the latter way, he must specify the vessel, or 
boat, in which he intends making his passage 气 

Whilst the navigation was still free, the Dic- 
tator granted passports to any one who wished to 

* As a specimen of the official style introduced by the Dic- 
tator, I shall subjoin the original, with a translation, of the 
passport that I received to quit Paraguay. It was written, as tne 
usual practice is, by a clerk of customs, after the prescribed 
formula, smd in very bad Spanish. 

(L. S. ジ Quareota y ocho reale$. Sello primero. Anos de mil 
ochocientos veinte y quatro y veinte y cinco. 

Exlmo Senor, 

Juan Rodolfo Rengprer, natural de la republica de Suisa, y 
residente en la capital de esta republica, ante V. E. -con el 
debido acatamiento digo : que intento bajar a las provinclas de 
abasco en uno de los buques de Jose Tomas Ysasi, natural de 
eata republica, residente en el comercio de esta misma capital, 
y vecino de Buenos Ayres, que se halla proximo a marchar para 
•1 citado destino. Y a fin de poderlo verificar a V. E. pido, y 
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quit the country, but in proportion as he extended 
the system of licenses, the permission to quit 

rendidamente suplico se digue concederme el supremo permiso. Es 
gracia que solicito y espero alcanzar de la benignidaa ae V. E. 

Exlmo Seaor, 

JUAN RODOLFO RENGGER, DR, 
Asuncion y Mayo 25 de 1825. 

Concedido sea en el mismo buque o otro que se proporcione. 

(Signature of the Dictator). 

TRAirSLATION. 

Most Excellent Seno" 
I, John Rodolphus Rengger, native of the republic of Swit- 
zerland, and inhabiting the capital of the republic of Paraguay, 
present myself with all due respect before Your Excellency, and 
say, that I desire to go to the lower provinces in one of the 
vessels of Don Jose Tomas Ysaci, native of this republic, and 
residing in this capital on account oi his commercial affairs, and 
domiciliated at Buenos Ayres, which Ysaci is now ready to set 
out for the aforesaid destination. In order to be able to ac- 
coipplish this voyage, I beg and humbly supplicate Your Ex- 
cellency to deign to grant me your high permission ； this is the 
favour that I solicit, and hope to obtain from Your Excellency's 
goodness. 

Most Excellent Senor, 

JOHN RODOLPHUS RENGGER, DR. 
Assumption, May 25th， 1825. • 

Granted either for that vessel or any other that may offer. 

RODRIGUEZ DI FRANCIA. 

The petitioner never adds the date ; it is the Dictator himself 
who puts the date of the day upon which he.grants the passport. 

l2 
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Paraguay, was more rarely accorded 一 at lengthy 
he would permit no vessels to take passengers until 
the year 1825, when he allowed a number of 
foreigners to embark • As to quitting the country 
by land, and crossing the Parana, that has been 
continually prohibited since the commencement of 
the misunderstanding between the Dictator and 
Artigas. This species of captivity, in which an 
entire population has been held, must be consi- 
dered as the necessary result of the Dictator's 
policy : he did not allow the natives to quit the 
country, because experience had convinced him 
that they would come bacic, imbued with liberal 
ideas, the {N'opagation of which must necessarily 
prove injurious to him. On the other hand, as he 
was in daily apprehension of an attack from the 
neighbouring provinces, he dreaded lest some of 
those allowed to quit the country, might serve as 
guides to the enemy, and facilitate an invasion by 
them. 

When he ceased granting pasisports to the na- 
tives of Paraguay, it was natural enough that he 
should not oontinue. the favour to foreigners ； but 
with regard to these, he had still other motives. 
The Spaniards, in case of an attack from the mo- 
ther country, would serve as hostages. The other 
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foreigners enabled him to jput himself in relation 
with the European powers, which was the chief 
object of his ambition ； so much so, that it was 
the satisfaction he felt at receiving dispatches 
from an envoy of the King of England, that in- 
duced him to set the great majority of the foreign- 
ers in the country at liberty. As to the citizens 
of the provinces of the south, who were in Para- 
guay, we were enabled to judge by the example 
of those of Santa Fe, how they would satisfy him 
as to the hostilities he was likely to experience 
from their countrymen. 

One would be led to suppose, that according to 
his plan of isolation, the entrance into, as well as 
egress from, the country,* should be prohibited ； 
but new comers being always so closely watched, 
and their persons secured on the slightest suspi^ 
cious appearance^ ^ the ingress remained free. 
However, after our arrival at Buenos Ayres, we 
were iniormed that the Dictator had ordered 
away several vessels that had come to the mouth 
of the Paraguay, 

Another equally important measure, was the 
suppression of thfe post-office. Formerly, letters 
were sent by post, overland from Assumption to 
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Corrientes, and from thence to the provinces of 
the south ； a similar establishment existed 
for the correspondence with the interior, be- 
tween the capital and the towns of the second 
class. These offices were all suppressed, as 
giving too great facility for carrying on mutual 
intercourse. The Dictator, however, allowed 
the post - masters to retain their places, in order 
to expedite official letters, and collect the 
postage of all others brought by private con- 
veyance ； for the latter were to pass through 
their hands, and to be charged with postage in 
the same manner as if they had been transmitted 
at the cost of government. The Dictator had an- 
other motive still for thfe measure. It enabled him 
to get possession of all letters to and from foreign 
countries. These he opened, and according as 
their contents were favouraole, or otherwise, to 
him, he retained, or sent them to the office to be 
forwarded to their address. Owing to this plan, 
the greater number of the letters sent in during 
six years from Europe, were intercepted, no 
doubt, because they were written in a language 
which the Dictator did not understand ； and the 
same thing happened to several Englishmen, pro- 
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bably for the same reason*. This violation of the 
confidence of letters was so well known, that few 
took the trouble of sealing them. 

Amongst the other measures of police^ there are 
several deserving of notice. Some are meant to 
regulate the prices of provisions, but they are 
rather hurtful than beneficial. The price of flour 
having risen in 1821, the Dictator fixed a nummum 
for its sale, which was lower than the price paid 
for -it at Buenos Ayres ； the year following, he did 
the same thing with regard to the cattle brought 
to be slaughtered. On the other hand, when he 
opened a commercial communication with the 
Portuguese, he fixed a mnimumy under which the 
tobacco and tea of Paraguay were not allowed to 
be sold. The Jid 吒 mmtor, charged with the police 
oi the markets of the capital, following his exam- 
ple, determines every day, and in the most arbi- 
trary manner, the prices of provisions. Another 
police measure consists in collecting, in the 

• The Dictator did not begin studying English until the 
arrival of a vessel from Buenos Ayres, provided with an English 
charter. Unwilling to put connaence in the translation that 
might have been made of tnis document for him, he procure^ 
an English Grammar 'and Dictionary, with which he endeavoured 
to make out its meaning. Until he had succeeded in this task, 
the ship was not allowed to unload. 
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different circles, all the horses and homedcattle that 
have strayed from their pastures, and addiog them 
to the herds belonging to the state. In vain the 
ownefs claim these animals, all of which they are 
able to recognise by a particular mark— they are 
never restored. Almost every year, the Difitator 
orders a massacre of dogs to take place ia the 
capital. On these occasions, bands of soldiers, 
armed with sabres and pikes, scour the streets, 
and the environs of the city, enter the houses, and 
search even the most private apartments, lest any 
of these animals should escape them. The com- 
mandants, who take a delight in imitating their 
chief in all his vexatious inventions, carry on a 
war of extermination against the dogs in the 
interior • It must be allowed, that in a country 
where dogs, from the great facility of finding food, 
voluntarily desert their masters, become wild, and 
commit ravages amongst the flocks, some mea，* 
Bures must be adopted to prevent their too great 
multiplication ； but, at least, an exception should 
be made in favour of those that are kept in re- 
mote and detached houses, where they are neces- 
sary to keep off the wild beasts. Some persons 
pretend, that the orders for these massacres 
are given whenever a dog has had the temerity 
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to cross the path of the Dictator, or bark 
after his horse. However, the dogs kept on 
the state forms are not only respected by the 
commandants, but they are sometimes regaled 
with the carcase of a cow, sent to them by the 
Dictator. 
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CHAP. V. 

Military Force 一 Manner of Recruiting 一 Discipline 一 

Warlike Materiel. 

After having shewn the manner in which justice 
is administered, and the system of police in Para- 
guay, I come next to the military organization of 
the country. The armed force is composed of 
regular troops, to the number of five thousand, and 
twenty thousand militia. Under the Spanish 
government there existed only this last species of 
troops, and even these were so badly organized, 
as to be almost totally inefficient. It is only 
since the revolution that Paraguay can boast of a 
military establishment, which owes its constitu- 
tion and vigour to the Dictator, of whose power it 
is the most firm support. 

The troops of the line are chiefly comppsed of 
cavalry : there are, at least, in name, hussars, light- 
horse, lancers, horse-grenadiers, and dragoons, 
who all do duty dismounted. These different 

* - た， 

corps are generally distinguished from each otfier ？ 
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only by the colour of the facings ； the arms, con- 
sisting of a sabre, pistols, and carbine, are the 
same for all, with the exception, however, of the 
lancers, who have lances instead of carbines. The 
infantry, which was always limited in number, is 
now reduced to a few companies of light troops, 
in consequence of the grenadiers, who formed the 
Dictator's guard, having been disbanded for neg- 
lect oi auty*. When . this infantry is ' on the 
march, each man is provided with a horse, as is 
the custom throughout the greater part of South 
America. This transformation of infantry into 
cavalry, is made with little difficulty in a coun- 
try where horses are so numerous, and where 
every one from childhood is in the habit of 
riding on horseback. The corps of artillery is 
small and badly organized ； however, when we 
quitted Paraguay, the Dictator had nearly com- 
pleted a park ana barrack, with a view to improve 
this branch of the service. Besides these troops, 
he had formea m 1821, a body of young lads, from 

• The Serjeant of the guard allowed an officer to enter the 
Dictator's apartments, without having been announced. The 
Dictator was so indignant, that he drove the guard away in the 
most ignominious manner, and replaced it, for the moment, by a 
n ず。 boy twelve years of age, whom he armed with a sabre, and 
ordered him to cut down any one that should attempt to enter. 
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twelve to fourteen years of age, who were 
assimilated m every respect to the other sol- 
diers, and who, moreover, were instructed in 
writing and arithmetic. The Dictator's inten- 
tion in this, was to create a kind of military 
school ； but these youths having turned out pro- 
fligate and turbulent characters, he became dis- 
gusted with the project, and neglected supplying 
the places of those who were drafted into the 
other troops. 

None but whites are received into the troops of 
the line ； nevertheless, in 1824, a body of 600 Mu- 
lattos was raised, who now form the corps of lan- 
cers, commauded by whites. Every native of 
Paraguay must enter the service as a priyate sol- 
dier, and it is only at the end of several years, and 
afiter: having gone through all the inferior grades, 
that the Dictator appoints them to the nuik of 
officer. ：… 

The general uniform is a blue coat with facings, 
the colour of which varies, according to the nature 
of the service ； white trowsers, a round hat, and 
braiding upon the seams of the back, distinguish 
the cavalry from the infantry. The lancers alone 
are an exception to this rule. Their uniform con- 
sists of a white coat, not buttoned, a red waist- 
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coat*, white trowsers, and a foraging oap of. the 
same colour as the waistcoat. It is true that the 
Dictator has had made for the dragoons and horse- 
grenadiers^ two or three hundred splendid uni-: 
forms; but which are to be worn only on state 
days, and when they mount guard at his res" 
dence ； at all other times they are carefully 
locked up in the stores. 

The cockade is tri - colour, namely, red， blue, 
and white* These colours, adopted in many of 
the new states- of South America, are also dis- 
played upoh the standards, banners and drums- 
together with the motto， Idbertad, o la nrnerte (li- 
berty or death). The pay of the soldier is fixed 
at six piastres a month, but he only, in fact, re- 
ceives one piastre and a half, or two piastres, the 
remainder being retaiaed for rations and clothing. 
The pay of the officers is from sixteen to thirty 
piastres. The Mulattos alone receive no pay, they 
are merely fed and clothed by government. 

The troops are divided into companies of from 
sixty to a hundred men; these are neither 
battalions nor regiments. Each company hsA 

These waistcoats were made with the red hangings found in 
the churches of the missions, and which the Dictator thus turned 
to some account. 
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three or four non-commissioned officers, and it is 
commanded , by a lieutenant or ensign ； the Dic- 
tator being unwilling, from motives of economy, 
to appoint officers of a higher rank; but he 
confers on these officers temporary commissioiis, 
such as commandant of a barrack, or subdelegado 
of the missions. Half a dozen individuals, at 
most, and of whom only one is now employed, 
have received the brevet rank of captain • Every- 
day the troops are put through their manual 
exercises and .evolutions ； but the cavalry ma- 
iKBUvre on horseback during the three winter 
months only ； the rest of tlie year the horses are 
turned into the state pastures, and allowed to 
roam at large. Nevertheless, as the natives: of 
Paraguay are excellent . horsemen, they sooa 
break in, and render - fit for service, these half wild 
horses. The Dictator ignominiously discharges 
any trooper who should allow himself to be 
thrown by a horse, even one that has never 
before been backed. Some military men, who 
had served at Buenos Ay res and in Banda 
Oriental, w や re the first instructors of the troops^ 
aided by the Dictator, who sometimes put them 
through their evolutions ； but, of late years, he 
leaves this task to the officers who have been 
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since formed. However, he is generally present 
at the cavalry exercises ； sometimes takes the 
command, and putting himself sword in hand at 
the head of a squadron, leads on a charge with 
boyish pleasure. Should the officers betray any 
want of military skill, he publicly loads them 
with the epithets of barbaros and brutos. The 
■greater part of the troops are stationed in .the 
capital, where they occupy five large barracks, 
two of which are for infantry, two for cavalry, 
Bnd the fifth for the artillery. Three of .these 
.barracks were formerly convents : another division 
x)f the troops is spread over the frontier, and 
forms the garrisons of the towns and most im- 
portant fortresses either upon the Parana or the 
Paraguay. There are, besides, a few hundred 
men, a kind of veterans who are on unlimited 
furlough, but ready to march when called upon. 

When the Dictator wishes to raise new troops 
or recruit those already existing, he dispatches 
officers with orders to the commandants to as- 
semblB all the young men in their circles. Of 
these, the cheers choose the handsomest and 
most serviceable, and march them to the capital. 
They are careful, however, not to select those 
young men -who belong to families of any note* 
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The time, of service is し] lot •fixed, and a. foil' dig- 
charge is seldom or ever granted unlws on ac- 
count of bodily infirmity. 

A very strict discipline is enforced with, regard 
to all that concerns the service* The slightest 
.feult is punished, with . thp stoq)c$, i>i:r.wl»{ipiBg. 
The mulattos particularly are tri^a|efl yi&tik jub- 
beard^f cmelty. . Tjt^.f^^x^ 牌 pwiiidiP4 - % 
degradation., and dismissal,; . pn^/t^; other hwA, 
ti^ «<ddier, wbeqi, not on d^ty^ libt^rty .to 
do ajflwwt ^wha^lj^ypr ； be! .p^^i^;; ： no, 3:ffii$fif 、 \tm 
ill h や may cpodw^^ hiw8elf<|;oYrar4s :the tcitizeoia; 
he. お, seldom p^iina^au)^(L ^ J^q. sQlldierfr la^d -a 
most ]Uic や pt|9^s li|l^ ね幵 hif^4lif 树 ofc.bk^^ 

Mnx to cwxqrw, &mi^s^ly. thcpi ； ^ awd ya( 

— )im:,jfep4p も 0^ 神 あ i^fiq^^p, お ま s 
them fifty, jii^ 怖 and sn^n^s^ ： t^em, J(f . iVeyeral 
^putl»3,,to tjhje,p\ibli<x.prispZK{ [：- - . -"， 

gp tl^Hgtt th^, ^5^— "'«an ^【『ま!^,、, が til 
^olerable pr^cis^on, f Sji^ yiejiy .；B0^al^J ゥ 

taken immense ^pains to supply the piwH^ of lAiS 華 
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models, it is but too evident from his deportment 
that he has been more accustomed to wield the 
pen than the sword. He has, however, succeeded 
in i inspiring them with an esprit de corps, in con- 
sequence of which the different compiEtnies display 
considerable spirit of emulation, and seek to 
surpass each other in the practice of their mili- 
tary duties. Owing to this feeling, the Dictator 
may confidently reckon upon their fidelity, as 
long as they are employed in maintainiug the 
internal tranquillity of the country ； but in case 
of an attack upon Paraguay by a foreign force, 
amounting even to no more than three or four 
thousand men, I have no hesitation in saying, 
that such troops would oppose but a very feeble 
resistance. For, without taking into consideration 
the circumstances that they have never seen a 
shot fired, Ond that their officers have had very 
little instruotion and possess no influence over 
the soldiers — they have entered the service by 
compmsion, and dread the Dictator too much 
to feel any cordial attachment towards him. It 
is even probable that were they to be supported 
by a foreign army, they, as well as the rest of 
the population, Would be delighted to get rid 
of their chief. * 
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With regard to the militia, the name of every 
free man, trithout distinction of race, capable of 
bearing arms, and arrived at the age of seveoteeiii 
is inserted upon the rolls. However, as in re* 
cruiting for the regular troops^ and from the fiame 
spirit of distrust, all those, who are distinguished 
by fortune or education, are excepted. The mil" 
tia of each partido (portion of a circle), forms^ ； a 
company, commanded by a lieutenant or Teteraa 
captain ； they wear no uniform^ are . never re* 
viewed, nor do they ever ass^ble to be drilled ^ 
When a division ib called out on occasional duty; 
each man brings whatever weapon he> caaa prcK 
cure :— a fowling-piece, a' sabre, 、 a lanoe; &。' ； 
and those who possess none of these, are armed 
with pikes. The Dictator employs this militia 
in doing duty in the greater number of stations 
upon the river Paraguay, and in reinforcing the 
posts of regular troops upon the Parana ； a service, 
wnich lasts from eight days to two months, and 
which falls to Che same man's lot several times in 
the year. In the interior, they are employed as 
orderly soldiers by the commandants, and do the 
duty of gendarmes. The militia, even when on 
service, receive no pay, and are entitled to no 
rations, unless when conjointly serving with the 
regular troops. 
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It is evident, that in case of an invasion of Para- 
guay, such a militia would be completely useless ； 
the more particularly, as those who compose it, 
are interested, as citizens, in the downfall of a 
government that bears so heavily upon them. 

The materiel of the army collected in the arsenal, 
which was formerly a part of the Jesuit's college, 
consists of more than twelve thoosaad muskets 
and carabines^ as many sabres aid. pairs of pis* 
to}s, a great number of lances, and a certain 
quantity of ammuiiitiOD, but not in proportion to 
the wniB : there are ki the capital, and at the 
posts upon the frontiers, from fifty to sixty iroA 
and brass c^rkms. To this mftetiel oi wax, migbA 
J>e added, ten little bmgantiBes^ sqid a 'half 4oze]» 
g«n boats, but they are v^ithout crews. , 
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CHAP. VI. 

Finances ~ Sources of th, pvMic Revenue 

As to the sinews of war— the finances— 1 can 
form no idea of the amount of the revenues and 
charges of the state. Who would ' have ' dared 
to draw aside the veil with which the Dictatoi* 
thinks proper to cover, more partictlarly than any 
other, this part o ず the administration ? All I can 
do is, to point out' the sources bf these revenues, 
and the public services to whicli they are appliedl 

The personnel of the administration is cbmposei 
of a minister ai^d his two secretaries, a vista, or in- 
spector of customs, and about twenty alcabakros 
or receivers of sale duty, of whom there is, with 
'some exceptions, qne for each circle. The minis- 
ter of finsmce, tas I Jbav^ sdrQady mentioqed, is 
"nothing morfe tlttin i prtedfiid^epk. Ji% \(S9Xi do 
liothing of his own authority ； for the stnalleist 
paym^&t^ the ifiosli .trifling 4€^¥ery of i^tores, he 
is obliged io ha ザ さ the- ittifh6ii<y 'irf^toe Motdton-^ 
He is guardian of the public treasury, chief of the 
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customs, state stor か keeper, and receiver and pay- 
master-general. The Dictator calls upon him for his 
accounts at indeterminate periods, and for each 
department separately, so that there is never any 
general account. He enters into the most minute 
details, and goes over all the additions, to satisfy 
mmself of their con'ectnesB^. -、 

The revenues of the state arise from tithes^ a 
^ax upon shops and store-houses^ in the capital, 
an import aud export duty, the sale duty, stamps, 
postage of letters, fines, confiscations^ droit d，aii- 
baincy and the produce of the national domains. 
, The tithes^ and the taxes upon shops and store- 
houses in the capital, formerly belonged to the 
Qobildo of Assumptioix. They were auplied to mu- 
nicipal purposes, to the support of the canons of 
the cathedral, and formed a part of the bishop's 
revenue ； but for several years back, the Dictator 

• It is Qoft alone, upon the examinfttion of the acoounts, that 
the Dictator bestows sucti particular attention, but also upon a!l 
"Ae difibrent bhmches ofadmitiLBtrMioii. , ' He faimsell Belects tke 
iflirtidies pmiditsed by govteiriup^Qty.said ep;:9inifies» personally, and 
I in the ^ate" detail, the works carrying on for キ he accpunt of 
the state. On one occasion, taking a pair of scissbrky di^k^'smd 
a piece of elotfa, he pi^v^ tola' tttUot, fhat'he nuidt hftveohooUe]! 
hw »^f n I p^ta^ q 卿 tjitK pC ； ajf^r y)iifh |io sent him tp 
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haHi ordered the pnxkice of ttie tithes to be paid 
into the state treasury, to which he has joined 
thsrt of the adildo. 

' With the exception trf the taxes upon sbopt^ 
fitnd houses in the capital, ail the others existed 
m tiie time of the Spaniards ； but they were xkA 
rigorously collected, aad Tciy frequently their 
{myment was eluded. As, besides this, the na- 
tiontil domains were so badly managed, that thsy 
returned notnmg, the province Paraguay coat 
the Spanish monajrchs much more than they de* 
rived from it. 

The tidies, at present, form the most abuikiant 
igour ゆ of the public revenue ； they are ieYi^ 
upon all species of agricultural produce, upon 
flocks and herds, and even upoa poirhry. The 
government usually puts them up to auctien in 
each partkh, so that they are fanned by private 
individuals. The first purchasers resell them in 
smaller lots to othefrs, and so on through a series ； 
so that after each intermediate purchaser has had 
his profit, the last of all— he who collects the 
tithe, exacts it in the most rigorous manner, and 
will not abate a chicken's claw of his right*. 

• The same system prevails in Ireland, 
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During the early period of the Spanish domina- 
tkm, the tithes belonged to the cathedral of As - 
sumption ； but their' produce being insigmfioaut, 
the chapter obtained from the government, a cer- 
tain yearly allowance in lieu of. them. When, 
"afterwards, the tithes became one of the principal 
murces of the revenue of the province,, the chap- 
ter endeavoured, but ia vain, to get them baok 
again* The ta^ upoa shops, which is payed 
thDOttghottt Paraguay, is from ty^o to six piastres 
ai month; that upon store-housefi, which does nqt 
extend beyond the capital, is from four to six- 
teeni piastres^ These taxes were imposed by the 
Dictettor^ for the pwpose of carrying oh .the pub- 

'； tThe. import .audi ex{K>rt f duties can be received 
lonly at the 'eustom"haase of Assupjitioiu All 
ii^easels coiBing up the ' Paraguay are prohibited, 
under the penality of confiseatioft, from landing 
any part of their cwgo^ on the way. On ar- 
mixug * at the < capital, an officer of oustoms is 
j^ent on boardv and remains until the merchimdiEe 
has -been removed to *the custom-house to be ex- 
amined; .Withiregaitl to き merchandize brought 
to Itapua, the invoices accompanying them are 
sent to the capital^ where the duty to be paia is 
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fitted レ The dat^^upoti all sorts ofifooda^ without 
dtfltinotion^ き' 19 "per 、 cent, ad valorem j ibui :the 
inspector charged with exitrammg: リ them, な 2^011+ 
lAtB^ the Aistf,y*mt on the invoice price ;Drj first 
doirt^ but <m the^^relail pricey: at wbich.it is pre* 
Qtinied th^y my ; be sold に and dms, in f£act^ he 
rinses the ソ dtt«yo t0 ^& j^er eeot. .To thfife; eno ト 
mbtk import dut)^, lifr fijtill to be /added 4 per 
eenti bf; eifen^/at -OF >6aie 'dirty^ woick as levied 
tspqu Wl' avtidle^ リ m vtbatotlier mi^mbaiii has. io 
idd SS お er 06iit*',o'il!fae first'cost- his gMds^ in^ 
^pendetitly' o£ aay profit; Tb^uduly is restxaaffldied 
mi doi ebeact a; nsanner, . that ^pieces' df dbM^ aie 
frequently iOfDBBsd wxA^memoz^i m the icusteoi, 
house. The ii^，<i cakulatkm is always hud bet 
お teithd Di お tart^iY wis か angtaieats -xir dimimshes at 
his [deasiire/tliei vdnii3d:ioii' ^ut ocT'ceiibflki artidas (； 
HbBte is <no iptohittitioiF to the ゆ rtatimi ' of any 
artiele whste^pEV-not emi 、き sis' which are < the 
aatnral- preduoe 、 of the i coimtry, such a& sctgaf ， 
tofaacoov: &c. 9 ！ and ve^ea the ^ doty * upon tiiese arti^ 
cksi tsmot 'heffivier diaa it, ia.Tipon: others • 

iiabifi W slfiU onom ' ' opfanesBs[v& 、 eotidixtioQs • From 
fivecy ttargD tiiafe airit^es^ tkie Dictator お eleotswiiat, 
eir^ |Mbt x}£ itiss itiaisr wish to battt ^ tl^ sunouot of 
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,hich is not gesimlly paid uatil'S€»n6 years after* 
wsurd も and then at a price muqh: lower tboQ :tlmt 
upOD which tile duties were calculated; 、 

The articles for exportation, which the horly 
of Paraguay, tobacco, sweet - meats,' ruim ん ttoneil 
hides, tapioca^ and' timber for buiMing^ pay a d»ty 
of nearly 9 per eeal}. The espartalioa i of i^M^ 
silver, and taw liides, i& /prohibited, Tb^iokoikdai 
which is 4 per ceM^, i& .4exned . upoii) all mtr^ 
ckaadiz ね 恥 id by wftokisdle or retails aa alfio upQi) 
all abjectS' disposed^ jof fay ； oliB (； private luifliFiidiiiiai 
to a&otber ; noisa^ ！) eingi ya)i(ly unless; jthfi: iierpib 
are taken down im wfitimg. before the local: auihcH 
rittes-. Private pessoBSi obs^e this' f^vmabty^- and 
pay Jdae duty only wlaen' the /objoets m6 of. tsomd 
eonfiiderable - y alue^ smhi bs slaves メ hwda Mdnttie* 
himsfia パ hmds ダ' , A grtaulfcoial ^rpduce . is i Bot 
liable to the aloaAah, unless at ： j^si^uiofptMQ/ wiser も 
a. duty or toU ote real ov i {si^ty>-tmrQ ycezits^ is 
t9km: upon/ ev&ry oart load of: ptoyisioite tt|iatl 
to the : 加 rkiet に a ^Gry iheavy tix: tupoiK mer^ 
chants and tradere^ .particmibatly dSKmLstbe> niaimei 
fH vriiiGbit ja levied. ； As it ds; iimp^sflible Idi asder- 
latn ； the qaa&tity t of' mene^pndise isdld byl ndtcdli 
ceartain. laet^diaats < ait! dbiai;ged to keej^ 9^ tac<^o«nt 
all ihe: aides in b\x&, and to determinie Idiefrebyi 



170 



THE BEION OF 



at the end of the year, in coii|Uiiotion with the 
mimster, the anlount of duty which each meicbatit 
is liable to pay on his resales : tkis estimate is also 
iffabmitted to the Dictator, who, if ke does not find 
it sufficiently h^h, augmento it.- Thia duty is 
le?ied cm the same articles every time they change 
hands, so that upon those which are sold in the 
iiiteiior it^ has- often beejoi paid «ix times over. 

The stamp-duty petunis, annually, a considecsr 
ble sum . There are two. desoriptionft of stamps 一 
a large and a small one. Each impression from 
the first stamp costs six piastres or thirty francs, 
it is employed only for foreign passports and 
licenses. The second, which costs two reals or 
one franc twenty-five cents, is used for contracts, 
passports fiwr the interior, law papers and peti- 
tions addressed to the Dictator, the commandants 
and alcabildos. 

After what has been already mentioned of the 
pes レ office, or rather of the* tax upon letters, it 
cannot be expected to figure amongst the re- 
sources of the public revenue. 

This is not the case, however, with regard to 
fines, and particularly to confiscations, _ one half 
of the fines inflicted by the alcaldis and command- 
ants belongs to these functionaries, the other half* 
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and the entire amount of those imposed by the 
Dictator, are paid to the state. These latter are 
few in number, but are never less in amount than 
a thousand piastres. The confiscations, the greater 
number of which were decreed against the conspi- 
rators of 182i, not only brought considerable sums 
into'thfe treasury, but also augmented the public 
domain, by some of the best situated farms, the 
most valuable country houses, and several thou- 
fiaiKl bxmeQ and head of cattle. 
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CHAP, VII. 

Other sources of public Revenue 一 the droit d'aubaine, Na - 
fional Property-fines, Confiscations, S^c, 一 Economy in the 
public Charges. 

The, dnit (timbain^ is put iit force with the ut? 
most rigour. The state is the heir of all foreigners 
who die without legitimate chUdrjep, bora iu Para- 
guay : therefore,, thi?. wife < ？轉 ojlj inherit; the . h,us- 
fatnd'S prQpeBtyi Aor tjxe that of his fi^^t^er, 
imless he topp 卿 to have b.ee».boni.in the coun- 
try. This law i» i^eod^^ed slijJ more revoltiijtg by 
the tnaoner in wtuob. it is ej^ecuted. . A§ soon st3 
any foreigner^ w i^hiqli class .^e ranked alj per「 
fion&DQt natives of Paraguay, and: consequently, all 

faioi or き proprietor tji*. hoix^ w^e^ej he rer 
-idea, ar^ reqwred. to gjye f notice to the . local 
magk^&te, . The lattqr repairs ipamedjiately tp 
the house, and obliges the sick man to decide 
upan> oatb> the ainoiiirt of his property, witljout 
i^Qii 4^^Qtiqg hU dehta. , An i^ventoig^ is t]li^a 
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made of all his goods and chattels, which are put 
under seal, with the exception of whatever ready 
money he may have, which the magistrate takes 
away with him. If the furniture in the sick room 
be of any considerable value, the patient, though 
he be in the very agony of death, is removed into 
another apartment, where he is left with .merely 
those articles which are strictly indispensable, 
Should his death not immediately ensue, he is 
furnished day by day from his own purse> with 
mere necfessaries ； and after his decease, the maj- 
gistrite takes possession of the house and all that 
remains, frequently before the eyei of the widow 
and relations, to whom there is not left even the 
means of paying the e:s:penses 'of inteiment. Swe^ 
Tal Spaniards; by "Vs^hose death the- state becatae 
{Possessed of coiiBid^rable pro^ty; have beem 
buried with the ptddact of a^chiaritaWe edlleoi» 
tion : it was, therefbi^e, considered a pdtticnlar 
inatk of favdui^ firdin the' Dictet^iri to' have teAv^ 
bursed us 'tlie fiiti^ta! efx][)4iises of *i 'gedf lematt d[ 
bur acquaintance, Mri Joseph ' Sflrilbtetl, ^ ！ native of 
'l^avoy/ 1:0 wK6nf ^ ha* reiid^rdd the に Itet sud 
'6flfice^: " 'に 'い' ノで' I' い ，"," 、パ' • •： ' ； * 

ャ fce national domains of Partteruav extend ovjer 
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pMttumge > idndfr nisd for^a, which, under the 
Spanidb domination, were ueitlier jsoW 崎 gfrant- 
《d to pmate individua お, ~of the J 卿 it niissions^ 
poss^ssKm» of other religious corpQjrations^ aiid. a 
gre^it number of country houses, ^uad fonaing es- 
tablishments, ebnfiscated by the Dictator. : 

As the agents of the Spanish goverament, and 
indeed l&e governors themseltes, looked upon 
their places only as Hie means of \ enriching them- 
selves, tbey in general sought only to tftm 
their own advemtage the existing state of tnmgs> 
and never thought ^of augmenting the iwroperty of 
the country, by ぺ the creation of new :©stablish- 
mente. They^ therefore abs^doned the upcultin 
v«ted lands to: the ewe t)f naturci ot the firs9t. ocr 
cupoiit, and destroyed by their exactions, tb4 
establUhmeixts confided to them,. The; Dictator; 
oit the contrary^' ihas endeavored sitiGe the com* 

* This observation is particularly applicable to the Jesuit mis- 
sion, where, for kstance^ the little bourgacts of SmtR-Rosa alone, 
{oasesBed sixi^ yeam ngo, upwards ejightsr thpysaiid head qf 
cattle, but which number was reduced at the breaking out of the 
revolution to ten thousand. The church of this mission was so 
nchly adorned, that afiec being successively {daodered l?y £i vice- 
roy <rf Buenos Ayres, sereral governors of Paragaay^ And some of 
the minor authorities, it still had a quantity of gold and sily» 
ornaments sufficient to attract the rapacity of Doctor Frsncia : it 
is even sttU the rkhest and mott beauiljftil tetnple m Pan^imj^' 
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iBencement of his sway, to render the domaina 
productive, and has, by so doing, created a bnmcb 
of revenue, which aided by time, and a wise 
vemment, may be found sufficient of itself alooiew 
for all the wants of the state. He b 稱 let a part 
of these lands at a very moderate rent*, and for 
unlimited period, under the single condition, that 
they shall be properly cultivated, or turned . mio 
pasturage. On other parts of these lands* he haa 
formed large farms, ' where thousands of cattle and 
horses are bred* These supply his cavalry with 
korses and his troops with provisioDs ；. resides 
which, they also furnish for the consumptioh of 
the capital, several droves (each iContaimng fifty m 
sixty head) of oxen in tlie year. For these; liie 
Dictator requires the highest price in the market, 
and will allow no one to luiderseli lum. He has 
also established yai*ds for the tanning of ox and 
horse bides, which are employed in the equipment 
of the troops, or sold to merchants. These 
farming establishments are peculiar objects of ' his 
solicitude ； and every month, the master herdsmen 

' * I haye seen a portkni ot Umd,B quarter ofra leCigae in circum^ 
fbrance, the lent paid for which wai only a piastre ajid a half, 
whiktwe paid fnore tban douUe tluit sum fova cottage, afew yaidt 
square, that served us for riielter durbg a hmting ^xcuraion. 
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•are obliged to make a detailed report concerning^ 
them. When one of these herdsmen is closeted 
with the Dictator, no other person is allowed to 
be announced. 

However, it has been only within die last few 
years, that the Dictator has turned his attention 
towards the missions ； probably because he was 
not the founder of them. Until then, they were, 
as under the Spaniards, abandofted to the ma- 
nagers, who omitted no opportunity of enrichmg 
themselves at the expei»e of the state and the 
Indians*. But, in 1823, he ordered a detailed 
estimate of the p^session of each 、 settlement to 
be 腿お out At the same time lie Contracted 
die ^w^t of the managiSTB, and fdrbad them fo 

•^The conditi6n of the Guanni Indians, who are stilt in the 
ttteinuK m infeibr to t that i of the slaves. la Utf tinMof th« 
Jesuits, th^ Ip^ian 零, though in the same state of seryitude aod 
ignorance as at present, were, however, well fed and clothed ； 
and on tHe holidays/ which were very numerous, they were 
MOQied ittkh^jpttktesiionsy dancing, a^d muaie; Tliese referood 
fathers con^V|f4 to make them forget the stat^ of dependence in 
which they held them, and profited by their labour, at the same 
time that they ameliorated their condition. But since the ex- 
jmltkm nf Uie JeMitrr, tke rmsmsgM, who>iiiQcecd^ tbemj hm 
been chiofly occiipiad m pillag i ng the . se ttteme pU, owrworking 
the Indians, and rendering their fate iCUl more wretched, by the 
otter destitution in which they leave tb€jn. 
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XMfcfi fjnirchaaeft or sides, :5vttlmittrh«i €&qs)to8t pei> - 
immm. Siace . tbe»« hero raipU>y も d. jdte 
Indians for thfi^ mmei^. a^duM of ,:gi>v«mnil»t, 
either in n^anufacturing cotton clotbfh fan ^ 
i^thoitg ^{tbeti^p^^ or 称 hib!(Mtr,rs aMibaMers 

^vfQod; fer :the fmbiict vwk^k., ，； つ； .i 二 » * ョ' ： 
バ AmfiT^tf iba 神 argM "き ま itftoratoe 

fiw* the 9 ヌ steob not^kig "nmir 圳 リ to 
IfM^,. ば咖" th§£ip|iew! Biii Yihith liiey an, 

き «fc^t^>:pa«tuiSigSSioiftit*tor at/the. 聊 ketprioai 
|JK>Hgfe，:tiSftJH 細, j8 お 1 ひ ftflW^iAh©ipp"<iperty, 一 gcH 
vernment. The materials for clothing the troops, 
^u^c^i as sa4<ye::clc^tligNQp^Qa^ s、t^flfe, &Gi,， ？ ire also 

quence of the biierbtts (Jbtiditlbns to which foreign 

: h ji ) bjp i にパ j: • V パや i ノ' f ト K' -.- ' : • , • ' 

ijaercliaj^dize is subiected. Arms and afnmunitiOQ 

. - .ifi 11； h!;;} T1 nj /(I i.xy, - , r ； - ,1 で〜，， I.. f . r? ':、 "/,' 

や s 戶ゅ ftt お， か g^r 成將 i なや, お、 ree. .AP9te* 
pay of the sblffiefS^ vJ^Heftf ki -hdSphSi; tit き 气 h6 お 

'、》 hf.r'M ダ'' ' '1に,：， い jj? ト、' tr-ttii ，'、 •'！ '，つ"、 ：.；.?. )i -•' し：, り'.， 

sent to the frontier. ^ ゆ Q . P^f^ - to rgcqiYe i あ 
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until their return ； so that in case of their death, 
in the interval, it is so much gained by the state. 

The? salaries of the functionaries, sucn as the 
minister of finance, the secretaries, Sec" are very 
moderate ； the commandants of circles and die 
alcalde, have no salary but their fees of oSce. 
The bishop, since his mind has become deranged, 
receives no income ； and the canons of tkechapt^ 
are merely paid certain sums on account. The 
remainder of the clergy, who have never been 
paid by the state, are supported by voluntary 
contribution, to one quarter of which the bicAiop 
has a right. All the artisans in the employment 
of government, such as gun and sword makers, 
saddlers, shoemakers, and tailons, are badly ； 
the Dictator being always in arrears with them. 
The public works being carried on by prisoners, 
or by means of forced labour*, cost the state but 

* These eorvees save the Dictator considerable sums. His 
agents employ, in the name of the state, or as they say in Ame- 
rica, in the name of the country, not only for the public service 
but for their own purposes, the horses, oxen, carts, slaves, and 
workmen of private persons, without the slightest remuneration. 
I have seen the former subdelegcuio, ZoriUa, take possession of a 
coach and six horses belonging to one of my acquaintances, for 
the purpose of conyeying him from one mission to another. 
Whoever should dare to refuse the most trifling demand made by 
an agent of government in the name of the country, would be 
looked upon as a bad citizen and severely . punished . 
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little s the master workmen alone receive sala- 
ries. 

Notwithstanding all this economy, made at the 
expense of justice, and the right of property ； not- 
withstanding the order introduced by the Dic- 
tator into the finances, he cannot have accumur^ 
lated a considerable treasure. In a country so 
distant from the sea coast, where industry and 
commerce are at so low an ebb, all articles 
brought from foreign countries, must be exces- 
sively dear; and even though the goyernmeat 
pays only half their value for the objects which it 
purchases, the public exigencies are still probably 
sufficient to absorb the entire of the revenue* The 
greatest sacrifices are made by the Dictator for war 
stores ~ as he well knows, that in case of aa inva- 
sion, all the channels through whioh he might 
procure them, would be closed. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

The Clergy ― their Manners 一 The Dictator suppresses the 
Mqnks, becomes head of the Church, and reforms the 
public Worship. 

As the Dictator governs the church as well as the 
state, it may not be irrelevant to scty a few words 
upon the clergy of Paraguay. When we arrived 
in the country, this body was composed of a 
bishop, with his vicar-general ； a chapter ； a cer- 
tain number of priests, and five monasteries, thriee 
of which, those of the Dominicans, the Corde" 
liers, and the Fatherfe of Mercy, were within the 
walls of the capital. The RecoUets had a convent 
at the distance of half a league from Assumption, 
and a second convent of Cordeliers, was situated 
at Villa Rica. The entire number of the monks 
never exceeded forty . The bishop, in conse- 
quence of the derangement of his intellect, has 
ceased his functions. He was a Spanish monk of 
the order of the Franciscans, who had never given 
in his adhesion to the revolution. Doctor Francia. 
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whe ひ consul, had, in vain, sought to make him 
change his opinions upon this point : the bishop 
was obstinate, and has continued so ever since. 
The Dictator, irritated by this resistance, revenged 
himself by a series of persecutions ； the first of 
which was, taking away the canopy in the church, 
which surmounted the bishop's chair. But the 
principal attack on the episcopal authority, was 
made on the occasion of a marriage of one of the 
Dictator'sTelatioQs, and to which he was averse, 
because the woman was a Mulatto ~ the bishop 
dispensed with the publication of the banns, and 
the parties were married clandestinely. When 
Doctor Francia was informed of this marriage, he 
declared it illegal and void,, and revived the an- 
cient prohibitions against the marriages of whites 
and Mulattos, as also the regulations relative to 
the publication of banns. This gave the finishing 
blow to the unfortunate, prelate ； his mind, which 
had been a little deranged since the commence- 
ment of the revolution, beqame now completely 
bewildered. The Dictator, however, contrived to 
persuade him to transfer his authority to the vicar- 
general, who was one of his creatures ； in this 
manner he succeeded i ひ combiniog in bis own per- 
son, the new governments, temporal . and spiritual. 
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The clergy, both secular and regular, were, 
with few exceptions, bigoted to excess, and 
plunged in all the irregularities that generally 
accompany superstition. The curates and the 
monks lived publicly in a state of concubinage, 
and so far from being ashamed of so doing, they 
were known to boast of it. The prior of the Do- 
minicans, amongst others, told me, that he was the 
•fsither of twenty-two children by different mothers. 
The Dictator, seeing how fatal such maimers were 
to the influence of the clergy, left them at liberty 
to act as they thought proper, merely threatening 
them, from time to time, to do away with their 
vow of celibacy. However, when he suppressed 
the religious corporations, he took care to specify 
all the disorders which induced him to come to 
this resolution. In the decree, by which he abo- 
lished them, he expressed the utmost contempt 
and dislike for the monks ； and in order to still 
further debase them, he dictated the formula they 
were to make use of in demanding secularization, 
and by which they acknowledged themselves 
guilty of all the Tices inherent in their institution. 
A Spanish monk having, at the instigation of the 
vicar-general, pronounced it first, all the rest were 
obliged to follow his example. The secularization 
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itself, was a kind of mockery. On the day fixed 
for the ceremony, each monk came to the house of 
the yicar-general, clothed in the habit of his orde な 
beneath which he wore the priest's cassock. 
After taking an oath of fidelity to the Dictator, 
title vicar-general ordered the whole of them to 
throw off tlueir monastic habits, and then sent 
them away as NeoDhvtes^ in the dress of secular 
priests. 

Since the bishop allowed himself to be replaced 
by his vkar-general, in consequence of which the 
Dictator has become head of the chmch, the clerery 
have been subjected to civil authority. They no 
longer enjoy that impunity, which from the tes- 
timony of history, appears to have been so often 
fatal to Paraguay. The least opposition to go- 
vernment, the slightest transgression of the laws, 
conducts the priest, as well as the layman, to pri- 
son. The Dictator nominates or dismisses the 
cures, according to his good pleasure. He has 
even gone farther, and introduced several changes 
in the mode of worship. He has, as I have already 
mentioned, prohibited all nocturnal ceremonies, 
and all processions, except those of the F も te 
Dieu. Wishing also to diminish the number of 
holidays, so injurious to public prosperity, parti- 
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cularly in a climate, which of itself renders the 
people but too much inclined to indolence, he 
compelled all those in the pay of government, to 
work upon these days, with the exception of tbe 
Sabbath. When he*^suppressed the convents, he 
at the same time forbade the formation of any 
religious confraternities. The grotesque imita- 
tions of the Passion, during Holy Week ； as also 
several other pretended religious ceremonies, such 
as the Feast of tbe Ass, &c" have been discon- 
tinued in the greatest part of Paraguay, in conse- 
quence of the ridicule thrown upon them by the 
Dictator. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Public Education 一 Elementari/ Schools — Boarding 

Schools. 

In Paraguay, as well as in the rest of South 
America, the education of youth was formerly 
entrusted exclusively to the monks. There were 
no schools, except in the convents. In 1783, a 
college for the study of theology, was founded at 
Assumption, in favour of those whose means did 
not allow them to repair to the university of Cor- 
dova ； but it was only under the last governors 
of Paraguay, and particularly under Don Lazaro 
de Ribera, that elementary schools, in which lay- 
masters taught reading, writing, and arithmetic, 
under the inspection of the cures, were estab- 
lished in all the districts. 

. The revolution did nothing, at least directly, for 
education. In 1 822, the Dictator suppressed the 
college of theology, saying ； Minerva duerme, 
quando vela Marte ； when Mars awakes, Minerva 
goes to sleep. But his motive, as he afterwards 
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explained it, was, that as it became impossible 
for the young theologians, in consequence of the 
bishop's incapacity from mental disorder, to re- 
ceive ordination, the country would become bur- 
thened with a number of half-lettered clowns, who, 
too proud to return to the plough, would become 
bad writers, and worse advocates. He allowed 
the elementary schools to exist, but took no 
steps to improve them. At present, as in 
former times, parents are bound to send their 
、 male children * to these schools : but there are 
no such institutions for females. It is therefore 
a rare occurrence, in a country where no printing 
press exists^ to find a free man who cannot read 
and write. 

Within a short time back, several private semi- 
naries have been established in the capital, in 

* When the distance is considerable, which is frequently 
the case, the children, even those only six years old, ride on 
horseback to the school. The catechism is the only book taught 
them. They follow in these schools, though unconsciously, 
the Lancasterian system ； for the elder scholars teach the 
younger, and all learn to write by means of wooden tablets 
covered with a resinous powder, upon which the letters or 
figures are traced with a wooden pen. When it becomes ne- 
cessary to efiace these, in order to commence another exercise, 
the tablet is again powdered, each scholar carrying a little 
bag of resinous powder for that purpose. 
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which the youth of both sexes receive a tolerably 
regular education, until the age of fourteen. The 
Dictator, though far from encouraging these insti- 
tutions, has not, however, as yet, thrown any 
obstacles in their way. 
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CHAP. X. 

Character of the Natives of Paraguay 一 In what manner 
the despotism of Doctor Francia has modified it 一 Ad- 
vantages, which counterbalance the evils inflicted by the 
Dictator upon his Country. 

The influence which so extraordinary a govern- 
ment as that of Doctor Francia must necessarily 
have upon the character and manners of the 
people subjected to it, was the more sensibly felt 
by the inhabitants of Paraguay, on account of 
the civilization of their country being yet in its 
infancy. The natives of Paraguay are gifted with 
considerable natural talents, and are of a mild, 
hospitable, and generous disposition : but, care- 
less and unsteady, they are as easily hurried 
towards what is evil, as induced to follow what 
is good. Though not possessed of the ardour of 
the inhabitants of the tomd zone, they support 
the greatest fatigue with courage and perse- 
verance, but at other times, they will remain 
whole months in a state of the most com- 
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plete inaction. Isolated, as they are, by the 
situation of their country as well as by their 
language *, they have always been distinguished 
from the other Creoles, by their national spirit. 
• They are proud of their ancestors, as having been 
the founders of the first establishment that was 
formed in South America, and have always shewn 
a readiness to defend their rights against the 
encroachments of the government, and even of 
the clergy. Such a character, under a wise ad- 
ministration, would have been cultivated with the 
greatest advantage ； but the Spanish govemmeixt 
was more occupiedm repressing, than encouraging 
its energies. Aided by priests and monks, the 
government kept the people of Paraguay in the 
most profound ignorance. Their language, more- 
over, was ill adapted for the propagation of 
knowledge amongst them. On the other hand, 
the fertility of the soil and a tropical climate^ in- 
clined them too powerfully to indulge in that 
idleness and inaction, which generally bring the 

• In Paraguay, the conquerors have adopted the language of 
• the conquered Only half a century ago, the Guarini was so 

geneially spoken, that the greater part of the mea, and all the 
female Creoles, were completely ignorant of Spanish. Even at 
present, numbers of the women in the country parts, speak no 
language but that of the Indians. 
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whole train of vices after them. Hence it was 
that the ambition of a native of Paraguay was 
soon limited to the possession of a fine and well- 
caparisooed horse, and the measure of his felicity 
was complete when he could, after taking a part 
in a procession, pass the rest of the day and night 
in gambling. 

Such was the state of civilization, when the 
revolution broke out. It is not, therefore, sur- 
prising that it should have been quickly followed 
by anarchy ； which, however, owing to the pe- 
culiarity of the national character, was much 
less violent, than in several other proviiiQes. 
Nevertheless, it is beyond a doubt, that Paraguay 
would have experienced the same fate as Banda 
Oriental and Entre Bios, had not Doctor Francia 
succeeded in seizing the reins of government. 

I am inclined to think that, at firs 仁 his inten- 
tions were good ； at least his public life, before the 
revolution, and the use which he, in the begm- 
ning, made of his power, would lead to that belief. 
But soon hurried on by the love of sway, and 
giving way to his suspicious and violent temper, 
he strayed from the right path and became a 
true tyrant; at the same time that he justified 
his conduct to himself by the maxim, that liberty 
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should be in proportion to civilization ； and that to 
a people who felt not the want of it, it could prove 
only injurious. 

The system of terror, by which he supported 
this maxim, produced various effects, according 
to the social positions of the different classes of 
society. The families of greatest consideration 
amongst the Creoles ~ those who had the greatest 
reason to fear the Dictator, retired to their 
country bouses or farms, and sought security 
in a solitary ana obscure life. The Spaniards, 
for the most part merchaots, after having been 
rained by contributions and fines, devoted them- 
selves, though unwillingly, to agricultural pur- 
suits ； and found a ground for resignation in the 
belief, that the Dictator was a scourge sent by 
heaven to punish them for their sins. Other 
persons, as if struck with stupor, abandoned 
themselves to their fate, and fell into a state of 
inaction that soon plunged tneir families in misery. 
But it was principally upon the lower ranks of 
the people, that the Dictator exercised the most 
dangerous influence. The men of this cldss, 
looking upon themselves as the supporters of a 
government, that raised them to the first employ- 
ments, became arn^nt, at the same time that 
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they displayed the greatest servility towards 
their patron. To ingratiate tkemselves with 
him, they turned informers. The system of 
espionage now became the order of the day, 
and it succeeded in banishing every kind of 
confidence, as well as every generous and hos* 
pitable quality from the people. The arbitrary 
and iniquitous acts daily committed in th^ name 
of the state, weakened in the minds of the people 
every sentiment of justice ； whilst the executions 
which took place every day, diminkhed. their 
horror at the shedding oi maoceiit blood> 

The rain of commerce, was another source of 
corruption. Formerly, in Pars^uay, trade was 
carried on with a degree of , probity and sim* 
plicity> rarely to be met with : a mere y^bal 
agreement sufficed for the most importwt .trasL$* 
actions* But the traders, bo longer able to olrtaui 
lawful profits, had recourse to fraud and cufiniag. 
The fanner 8, on their part, who bou^t on credit 
from the merchants, hayii^ beoome unable to 
satisfy their demands, owing to th^ low. ' pqice 
of the agricultural {iroduce, which they were to 
deliver in payment, were likewise obliged to 
resort to fraud in oid^ to clear tkemaelvea. 

And lastly, another cause of demiuralizatioa^ 
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was the reprehensible and indecent manner in 
which the Dictator habitually spoke of religion, 
together with his indulgence towards the depraved 
manners of the clergy, the civil officers, and the 
soldiers, whose example was but too generally 
adopts. 

It must, however, be allowed, that these evils 
were not altogether without their advantage. If, 
on the one hand, the morality of the mass of the 
people degenerated ； on the other, civilization 
advanced amongst the upper classes. The inqui- 
sition, and the influence of the priests, being once 
destroyed, sounder ideas took place of old preju- 
dices. Since the revolution, books were allowed 
to be freely imported ； consequently, a taste for 
reading, and with it instruction, has begun to 
spread itself, at least, amongst the youthful part 
of the community ； for as to those advanced in life, 
the greater number still continue to draw all their 
knowledge from the Christian Year, and the Flower 
of the Saints, the two best works formerly known 
in Paraguay. In fine, the presence of those fo- 
reigners, who hare been detained for several years 
in the capital, has contributed to inculcate more 
rational notions into the peoples minds, and to 
facilitate the adoption of manners more in har- 
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mony with the agCc It must be remarked* that 
the women shew a greater disposition to acquire 
information, than the men, to whom they are, 
generally speaking, superior in intellectual facul- 
ties. Gifted with great penetration, and accus- 
tomed, even in the best families, to occupy them- 
selves usefully, they gladly spend a part of their 
time in reading, and contriTC, either in this way, 
or by means of conversation, to attain acquire- 
ments, in which the men participate, only, as it 
may be said, through their intervention* In fine レ 
the administration of Doctor Francia offers to 
Paraguay a prospect, more or less remote, of 
compensation for the evils which he has inflicted 
upon her. In the first place, by having formed d, 
military establishment, capable of securing to her 
the respect of her neighbours, and by introducing 
order into the state of the finances, this man has 
proved to his countrymen, that they may become 
independent. Then, the two great resources of 
the country ，一 the forests of timber for building, 
and the herb of Paraguay, having been preserved 
untouched, agriculture having been oonstderably 
improved, and a spur having been given to the 
manufacturing industry of the country, Paraguay, 
when by some means or other she shall hare 
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recovered her liberty, may easily re-establish her 
commerce ； and if she will but profit of the severe 
lesson she has received, she may advance rapidly 
towards that prosperity, to which her destinies 
call her*. 

* On re-visiting at our return, the states bordering on the 
Parana, which we had passed through in going to Paraguay, we 
were et>abled to make comparisons, which proved how much 
liberty k capable of producing under a wise administration^ 
Until 1821, these states bad been the theatre of war, either civil 
or defensive ； four years of peace have sufficed to place them in 
the path of prosperity. 

Jn 1819,, Corrientes was half in ruins, and looked more like a 
deserted village, than an inhabited city. In 1825, we found the 
old houses rebuilt, and a great number of new ones erected ； both 
of which, diaplayed in their fitting up, not only oomfort, but 
luxury. The population had considerably increased, commerce 
was in full activity, and agriculture flourishing. The satisfaction 
that beamed upon every face, and the degree of freedom with 
whicli political topics were discussed, made so much the more aa 
agreeable impression upon us, as we had just quitted a country, 
where it was rare to see an unclouded brow, or to hear any body 
give utterance to his thoughts, in any way beyond a whisper. 
This city, moreover, owes, ia part, its sipeedj re-establishment to 
the interruption of the trade with Paraguay ； for since then, its 
inhabitants gave themselves up exclusively to the cultivation of 
tobacco, and the sugar-cane, and to the felling of wood for 
buildings ^ h^eiK^bQ^ ox mdustiy, in which it would have been 
before impossible for them to have competed with their neigh- 
bours. We were also struck by the favourable changes in the 
little towns of Goya and Bajada : the inhabitants had particu- 
applied themselves to repainng the loss of their cattle, 

o2 
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whicn had suffered so much from the devastation of Artigas, that 

an ox, not including the hide, for which we had in 1818 paid 
only a piastre and a half, cost us in 1825, thirty-two piastres. 
Santa Fe alone, owing to the frequent incursions of the Indians 
of Grand-Chaco, had not yet recovered itself. But it was 
Buenos Ayres particularly, which we had some difficulty in 
recognizing : the streets had been paved ； public promenades 
laid out ； and, as it may be said, a second city erected, by the 
addition of several stories to the houses ； a market place, with 
several halls, and surrounded by a gallery, had just been com- 
pleted. The animation of commerce was visible every where ； a 
forest of masts covered the roadsted ； the streets were filled with 
carts, conveying merchandize, and on every side were seen stores 
and workshops. Several establishments for the instruction of 
youth had been formed, and were in a prosperous conaiiion. 
And looking to the literary resources to be founa m it, we would 
have supposed, that it was quite a European city. The dress, 
manners, and customs were also European, ana the number of 
foreigners of all nations was so great, that it was difficult to say, 
which was the indigenous language. To give some idea of the 
increase of population, it may be sufiicient to mention, that the 
number of French alone, established at Buenos Ayres, amounted, 
it was said, to six thousand. 

These changes were chiefly brought about by the administra- 
tion, which was chosen in 1821, and remained at the head of 
affairs, until the close of 1824. It was composed of Don Martin 
Rodriguez, governor ； Don Bernardino Rivadavia, minister for 
the foreign and home department ； Don Francisco Cruz, mmister 
for the war and naval departments ； and Don Manuel Garcia, 
minister of finance. It was this administration that checked 
the progress of anarchy ； put an end to acts of revenge, and 
established law and order •• it laid the basis of public credit ； 
improved the administration of justice ； formed elementary 
schools and colleges ； proclaimed the liberty of the press, and 
freedom of conscience ； suppressed the convents ； placed the 
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clergy under salutary control ； instituted benefit-societies; and in 
fact, placed every means of prosperity within the reach of the 
nation. The two last, and greatest results of this administration, 
have been the union of the provinces of the Rio de la Plata, into 
a federative state, and the recognition of the republics of South 
America, by the two principal maritime powers. 

Without being unjust to the other members of this administra- 
tion, all of whom are men of acknowledged merit, it may be con- 
fidently asserted, that to Mr. Rivadavia is due the greatest share 
of this praise ； all the acts signed by him, bear testimony to the 
wisdom of his views, and to that elevation of sentiment and 
extent of knowledge which characterise tnis statesman ； and 
VfhQX still more enhances his merit is, that he preferred doing 
good in a secondary rank, rather than in a superior one. Tp 
that supreme station, however, he has been recently called. 
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CHAP. XL 

Detuih of the private Life of Doctor Francia, and Traits 

of his Character, 

To finish the portrait of the principal subject of 
this work, I shall now give some particulars ot ms 
private life, and add several facts, for which I 
could not hitherto find a place, but which appear 
to me of a nature to characterise this extraordinary 
man. 

I have already mentioned, that Doctor Francia, 
as soon as he found himself at the head of affairs, 
took up his residence in the habitation of the 
ancient governors of Paraguay. This edifice, 
which is one of the largest in Assumption, was 
erected by the Jesuits, a short time before their 
expulsion, and was destined as a house of retreat 
for laymen, who devoted themselves to certain 
spiritual exercises instituted by Saint Ignatius. 
This structure, the Dictator repaired and em- 
bellished, and detached it from other houses in 
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the city, by interposing wide streets. Here he 
lives, with four slaves, a negro, one male, and two 
female mulattos, whom he treats with great 
mildness. The two men perform the functions 
of valet de chambre and groom. One of the 
two mulatto women is his cook, and the other 
takes care of his wardrobe. He leads a very 
regular life. The first rays of the sun very rarely 
find him in bed. As soon as he rises, the negro 
brings the chafing-dish, a kettle, and a pitcher of 
water, which is heated in his presence. The 
Dictator then prepares, with the greatest possible 
€am, his mat も, or Paraguay tea. Having taken 
this, he walks under the interior peristyle that 
looks upon the court, and smokes a cigar, which 
he first takes care to unroll, ia order to ascer- 
tain that there is nothing dangerous in it, though 
it is his own sister who manufactures them for 
him. At six o'clock the barber arrives, ― a filthy, 
ragged, and drunken mulatto ； but the only 
i]]»embeT of the faculty in whom he confides. If 
the Dictator is in good humour, be chats with 
him, and often in this manner, makes use of 
him to prepare the public for his projects ； this 
barber may be said to be his official gazette. 
He then puts on his dremiog gown of prints 
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calico*, and repairs to the outer peristyle, where he 
walks up and down, and receives, at the same time, 
those persons who are admitted to an audience. 
Towards seven, he enters his closet, where he 
remains until nine, when the officers and other 
functionaries come to make their reports, and 
receive his orders. At eleven o'clock the fid de 
/echo (principal secretary), brings the papers 
which are to be submitted to his inspection, and 
writeis from his dictation until noon, when all the 
officers retire, and Doctor Francia sits down to 
table. His dinner, which is extremely frugal, he 
always orders himself. When the cook returns 
from market, she deposits her provisions at the 
door of her master's closet. The Doctor then 
comes out, and selects what he wishes for his own 
use. After dinner he takes his siesta. On awak- 
ening he drinks his math, and smokes a cigar, after 
taking the same precaution as that observed in the 
morning* From this, until four or five, he is occu- 
pied with business,, when the escort to attend 
him on his promenade arrives. The barber then 

• In imitation of the Dictator, the commandants and お caldia, 
and in general all the government officers, wear similar dressing 
gowns, which they seem to consider their official costume, aft 
they never ktj them aside, not even when they ride out. 
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enters and dresses his hair, while his horse is 
saddling. During his ride, the Doctor inspecto 
the public works, and the barracks, particularly 
those of the cavalry, where a habitation is pre- 
paring for him. While riding, though surroun4Q4 
by his escort, he is armed with a sabre, and a pair 
of double - barrelled pocket pistols. He returns 
home about nightfall, and sits down to study until 
nine, when he goes to supper, which consists ,of a 
roast pigeon aad a glass of wine. . If the yreatbw 
be fine, he again walks under the peristyle, wb<»^ 
he often remains till a very late hour. At tep 
o'clock he gives the watchword. On returning 
into the hou$e> he fastens all the dpors J^imiself, 

^or seveial months in the yes^r, ,h^ ..re»ides at 
tb^ cqivalry barrack, which is . outside the city, 
about a quarter of a league from his usual reai- 
denc6 ； but then his ！ maimer of Imng is the same, 
eKcept that he sometimes takes the pleasures. of 
the chase. In the apartment that he occupies, 
there are always arms within his reach ； pistols 
are himg upon the walls, or placed upon th^ table 
near him, and sabres, the greater number un- 
sheathed^ are to be found in every corner. This 
fear of assassination is also shewn in the etiquette 
prescribe at ms audiences. The persoa admitted 
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must not approach nearer to the Dictator than six 
paces, until he makes iiim a sign to advance ； and 
eyen then he must always stop at a distance of 
three paces. His arms must be held close to his 
body, and his hands open and hanging down, so 
that it be evident that he has no concealed wea- 
pons*. The officers even are not permitted to 
enter his presence with swords by their sides. 
Nevertheless, he is pleased that the person ad- 
dressing him, should look bun straight in the face, 
and return prompt and positive answers. Speak- 
ing on this subject one day, as I was about 
Ofpening the body of one of the natives^ lie told me 
to see if his countrymen had not oue bone more 
than the usual number in their necks, which pre- 
vented them from holding up their heads and 
apeaking out. 

At the commencement of a, conversation^ he 
strives to intimidate ； hvA if his first attack be met 
with firmness, he softens 体 ovra， and finishes by 
conversing very agreeably ； that is, when he is in 

• At our first audience, as I was not acquainted with this eti- 
quette, it happened that my hands were not in the position 
vequired by the Dictator, ^dien he gruffly asked me if I was en* 
deavouring to draw a poignard from my pocket. On my replying 
that such was not the custom amongst the Swiss, he became 
appeased; and continued the conversation. 



DOCTOR FRANCIA 



203 



good humour. It is in such moments that you 
perceive him to be a man of great talent ； he tarns 
the conversation upon the most varied subjects, 
evinces considerable powers of mind, great pene- 
tratioil, and very extensive acquirements, for one 
who, it may be said, has never quitted Paraguay. 
Divested, himself, of the numberless prejudices 
with which his countrymen are imbued, he often 
makes them the suDject of his wit, or sarcasm. 
During a conversation I once held with him, he 
turned into great ridicule the commandant aiui 
priest of Curuguaty, who had sent to him a poor 
woman in chains, and decorated with an immense 
1*0 さ ary, whom they accused of being a sorceress. 
He then Mvent into an a<5couBt of the charms and 
spells chiefly used in Paraguay, pointing out the 
particular virtues ascribed to some of them, in 
effecting cures. He concluded thus : " You see 
what priests and religion are good for, they make 
us believe more in the devil than in God." 

If the conscience of man be a sanctuary, which 
even history itself should respect, the same indul- 
gence ought not be extended towards those open 
acts M^hich betray the infidel principles of the chief 
of a government, particularly when he exercises so 
absolute a power as Doctor Francia. I therefore 
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think myself warranted in stating, that for some 
time after his elevation, he had mass celebrated 
every Sunday in the chapel of one of his barracks, 
at which he was present ； he also attended during 
holidays at the ceremonies in the cathedral, but 
he soon after gave up this practice, and in 1820 dis- 
misised his almoner. Since that time he has taken 
no part in public worship, but has seized every 
occasion to shew his dislike to the established 
religion. To a compaandant, who atsked him for 
the image of a saint, that he might place a newly 
constructed fortress under its protection, he an- 
swered : " O people of Paraguay , how long will 
you remain idiots ？ When i was still a Catholic, 1 
believed as you do, but now I know, that bullets are 
the best saints you can have on the frontiers." In 
the firstf audience we had of him, after having asked 
us of what religion we were, he said, "profess the 
religion that pleases you best, be Christians, Jews, 
or Mussulmans, ― any thing but Atneists." 

When the Dictator is attacked by an access 
of hypochondria, he either* shuts nimself up for 
several days, and leaves off public business alto- 
gether, or vents his ill humour on those around 
hi ゆ Civil functionaries, officers, soldiers— all 
are equally ill treated by him. It is during these 
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paroxysms particularly, that he is most prone 
to order arrests, and to inflict the severest punish- 
ments. At such periods, he thinks nothing of 
issuing a sentence of death. 

The weather appears to exercise a great in- 
fluence over his disposition : at least, it is re- 
marked, that when the north-east wind blows, 
which always brings on sudden and frequent 
rains, the Dictator is more frequently, and more 
violently affected by his hypochondriacal fits : but 
his good humour is restored when the wind 
changes to the south-west. Then he sings, 
laughs to himself, and chats very readily with all 
persons who approach him. 

However unequal his humour may be in other 
things, there is one laudable quality to which 
he is constaut ； I allude to his disinterestedness. 
He is as generous ia his personal expenses as 
he is economical in the state disbursements, and 
pays ready money for every thing that he pur- 
chases for his own use. His private fortune has not 
been increased by his elevation ； he has never 
accepted a present, and his salary is always in 
arirear : his greatest enemies do him justice upon 
these points. On several occasions he has proved 
that gratitude was not a stranger to his breast. 
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Having been informed that the son of a person 
in Cordava, who had received him kindly in his 
youth, was in Assumption, in a state of great 
distress, he had him sent for, gave him some 
hundred francs, and appointed him his secretary. 
He will sometimes also recognise an old school- 
fellow, and afford him assistance if he be in want 
of it. 

But he instantly forgets all benefits and ser- 
vices^ ― all claims of relationship or acquaintaDi3e» 
in any one who fails in paying due respect to 
his authority and person. Not to give him the 
title of " Most Excellent Signor is a crime 
never to be forgiven ； although he himself tk^'s 
and thou's every one, with the exception of a 
few foreigners. This custom he gradually as- 
sutned, as his power became more secure. " You 
should look upon me with equal respect as upon 
your own sovereign, and even more," said he, one 
day to a foreigner ； " for I have it more in my 
power to benefit or injure you than he has." 
Several of his favourites fell into disgrace, for 
having attempted to put themselves on too faini- 

* He received no letter which was not thus superscribed : 
Al excellentissmo Senor, Don Gaspar Rodriguez de Franciay 
Stipremo Dictator Perpetuo de la RepubUea del Paraguay, 
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liar footing with him ； others were loaded with 
irons for having assumed a power which he had 
not conferred upon them. Two of his nephews, 
officers in the regular troops at the commence- 
ment <^ the revolution, were the first whom he 
dismissed the service, after he had become Dic- 
tator, for no other reason than the fear he had 
that they might presume upon their relationship. 
For this reason, while in the service, the slightest 
fault was punished more severely in them than 
in others ； one of them was confined in irons 
four years for having, at a ball, struck a man 
who had insulted him, and the other passed a 
year in the public prison for having employed one 
of the military band in a serenade which he gave his 
mistress. Id fine, he sent away his sister, the only 
being for whom he appeared to have any lasting at- 
tachment, and who took care of his country-house, 
because she ordered a zelador to chastise a slave. 

Jealous to excess of his authority, the Dictator 
admits of no confidant ； he has never been known 
to take counsel of any one, nor can any one 
boast of ever having exercised the slightest in- 
fluence over him. If, sooner or later, he yields 
to the lot which appears to be reserved for all 
oppressors of their country, he will have only 
himself to blame. 
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Whilst I have thus endeavoured to give a sketch 
of the political life of Francia, I have abstained 
from all reflections ； but, in tracing his history, 
and mamng his gradual progress to absolute 
power, becoming a Consul first, then Dictator 
for life by force and stratagem ； in looking 
next at his military government/ and the state 
of blockade in which he placed his country by 
means of the system of licenses ； looking I say, at 
this complete annihilation of trade at the very 
time when agriculture and manufactures were 
improving, and above all, regarding that inflexible 
temper which governed on the one hand, and 
the state of servitude which it produced on the 
other : contemplating all these things, the reader 
will not fail to recur to the history of another man 
and of his reign, which, though conducted upon a 
vaster scale, serves, as well as the recent annals 
of Paraguay, to confirm this ancient axiom 一 " that 
of all the passions of mankind, the love of power 
is the one which it is most difficult to subdue." 
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